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TflE JAPANESE TRADE AND RESIDENCE 
IN THE PHILIPPINES 


.BEFORE AND DURING THE SPANISH 
OCCUPATION 


M. T. Paske-Smith 




INTRODUCTION 


The following article is an attempt to give a consecutive 
account of the early relations of Japan with, the Philippines. 
Ill writing it I have avoided detailed mention of Ghristian 
work ill Japan itself, although I came across many interest- 
iiig documents in the monasteries of Manila and in the 
National Library of Madrid which bear upon th^t, gmbject. 
The facts related are partly based on various historical ivorks 
such as those of Father Colin, Father Goncepeicm^ Father 
Chiriiio, Morga and Zunega. Father Colin’s work was 
published in 1678, Father ConceiJcion’s in 1788. Morga, 
wlio was a member of the Supreme Court (Real Audiencia) 
in Manila from 1595-1603, published his ‘‘Sucesos de las 
Is! as Filipinas'’ in 1609. Father l^edro Chirino wrote five 
years earlier in 1604 ; he was in Manila from 1590-1602. Re- 
ference has also been made to a work written by the Parish 
jmiests of Manila from 1581 to 1681 and kept in the Cathedral 
of Manila. Much information has been obtained from the 
manuscripts, ill the Dominican and Franciscan Convents; 
more especially from the Chronicle of the Franciscan Order, 
to which the Father Preceptor kindly allowed me access. 
In addition I have made use of the \vork of Blair and Robert- 
son and paid visits to the British Museum and National 
Library of Madrid, in both of which places there are a few 
manuscripts which bear upon the subject of this ax^ticle. 

As a matter of interest T would mention here the existence 
in the National Library of Madrid of an autographic letter 
of Andres de IJrdanetta, Viceroy of Mexico, to Philip the 
Second of Spain suggesting an expedition, in 1561 from 
Mexico to the Philippines under the command of General 
Pedro Menendez. 
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Finally I must state that I owe the idea of this article 
to the Venerable Archdeacon, The Bev. A. King of Tokio, 
who handed me various notes on the subject made by him 
when ill Manila. 


The Spanish Expedition under the command of Legaspi 
arrived in the Philippines in 1565, but it was not until 1571 
that the city of Manila was founded. As early as 1567 
Legaspi in a report to his master Don Philip the Second of 
Spain makes mention of the Japanese and their trading 
relations in the Islands and states that this trade consisted 
mainly in porcelain and coloured silks. It has been greatly 
debated whether the Japanese had penetrated into the interi- 
or of the Island before the advent of the Spanish. From 
the writings of various authors and manuscripts it seems 
clear that Japanese were in frequent communication with 
the North of Luzon hut that such expeditions were confined 
to trading relations and no serious attempts were made at 
settlements. Foreman has it that the Japanese at the 
arrival of the Spanish spread themselves over the Laguna 
Province and further southwards towards the Oamarines. 
It may be that many Japanese were left behind by the 
vessels which came to trade for the jnirpose of pushing their 
trade inland and that these J apauese settled and intermarried 
noth the natives. In connection with this subject it is 
interesting to note the opinions shortly to be published of 
Father Malumbres of the Dominican Order in Manila, who 
kindly put his manuscript at my disposal. Father Malum- 
bres’ opinion based on the study of former works on the 
subject, especially those of Blumenthal 1882, Father Gainoa 
1890 and Secretary Dean Worcester 1906, and on the docu- 
ments and manuscripts in the possession of the Dominican 
Monastery, which was for centuries in the charge of Cagayan, 
Xorthern Luzon, is as follows: 
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'‘I will now give my humble opinion based on experi- 
‘‘ence and the documents in our archives. I believe that 
‘^in the mountains existing in the north of Luzon lived 
‘^originally three distinct races which were, the Black 
“(negra), the Malayan and the Mongolian. I confess that 
“to-day no pure race is to be found in the said mountains 
“except a few ‘Negrotes’ who live a nomad life and with- 
“out communication with the other races in the northern 
“range from Cape de Engano to Palaman. I am of the 
“opinion that tlui ‘Ilongotes’ are a mixture of Mongol 
“and Malay and believe that in times (considerably before 
“the arrival of the Spanish in these Islands, Japanese were 
“either shipwrecked or came for the purpose of trade- to 
“these coasts and at the same period or before, the same 
“happened to the Moros (Joloanos). In this way we can 
“explain the somewhat whitish features and the occasional 
“thick beard of the Ilongotes, as mentioned in 1755 by the 
“Franciscan Father Olivencia. The visits of the Japanese 
“to these Islands is clearly proved by the battle between 
“them and T)on Juan C'arrion in the river Cagayan in 1582.^" 
It is also interesting to note that Father Malumbres is 
of the opinion that the present inhabitants of the neighbour- 
hood of the river Ana, Lingayen, to the north of Bamhang 
are a mixture of Tsinay and the remains of the Chinese 
expedition under Limahon, of which a short account will be 
given later. This opinion is founded on the work of the 
Angustinian Father Cacho, who makes mention of the written 
characters in use among them and of the fact that they 
write from the right downwards like the Jai)anese and 
Chinese. Legaspi in a further letter dated 1569 to Philip 
the Second of Spain, describes Japan as rich in silver mines 
and the people as civilised in their usages. Prom other 
letters of various officials we learn that the Japanese vessels 
used to come down from the north in October and March, 
making use of the favourable winds at those periods. In 
1574 Legaspi himself reports to Philip the Second the yearly 
arrival of Japanese and their trade not only with Manila 
but in the interior. 
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la eoanectioaTOti. this trade the following taken from 
Morga’s history is , worthy of note. 

“In this island of Luzon particularly in the provinces 
'‘of Manila, Pampanga, Pangasinan (Laguna) and Iloeos 
■“ (these are the provinces O'Ver which the Japanese traders 
“are supposed to have spread) very ancient clay vessels 
of a dark brown colour and O'f a sorry appearance are found 
by the natives, some of medium size and others smaller, 
marked with characters and stamps. They are unable to 
say,. when or where they obtained them; but they arc no 
longer to be acquired nor are they manufactured in the 
Islands. The Japanese prize them highly, for they have 
found that the root of an herb which they call Tscha and 
“which when drunk hot is considered as a great delicacy 
“and of medicinal efficacy by the kings and lords of Japan 
“cannot be effectively presfeiived except in those vessels, 

‘ ‘which are so highly esteemed all over Japan that they form 
“the most costly ornaments of their Show rooms and cabinets. 
“Indeed so highly do they value them that they overlay 
“them externally with fine gold embossed with great skill 
“and enclose them in eases of brocade, and some of these 
“vessels are valued at and fetch 2,000 to 11,000. reales (a 
“real is about 2y2d.). The natives of these islands sell 
“them to the Japanese at very high rates and take much 
pains in the search for them on account of the eagerness 
“with which they have been sought for.” 

The same author refers to Carletti’s visit to Japan in 
la&7, when tlie vessel was rigorously searched by the Japa- 
nese authorities for such aJrtieles leSt any be iihported secret- 
ly as the Lord of J apan wished to buy them all. In addition 
to this trade in old jars, Morga mentions that the hulk of 
the cargo' of the vessels arriving yearly from Nagasaki is 
wheat fionr for the provisioning of Manila and highly prized 
salt meats. “As for other articles they used to bring fine 
“woven' silk good.s of mixed colours, beautiful and finely 
‘‘decorated screens done in oil and gilt; all kinds of cutlery, 
‘‘many suits of armour, eatans and other w^eaponS all finely 
“wrought : also writing eases, boxes and small eases of Wood, 
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'“japaniKHl and unriously matdced, excellent fresh pears, 
^'baiTcls and casks of good salt tniuay, cages of sweet-voiced 
‘Marks, called fimkaros and other trifles. Also they generally 
‘M)ring a quantity of silver in jflates and it is sold at moderate 
‘ rates. 

In another 2 )art of ]\lorga. we And mention of liorses as 
follows : 

“Some horses of good colour are bi’ouglit from Japan. 
“They have well shaped ])odies, thick hair, large fetlocks, 
‘Marge legs and front hoofs, which makes them look like 
“draft liorses. Their heads are rather large and their 
“mouths hard. They run hut slowly but Avalk well and are 
''spirited and of much mettle.’’ 

These vessels, reported by Morga as eomiiig in October 
and March, used to return to Japan in Juno and July "with 
tlieir purchases, which consisted, according to the same 
writer, of raw Chinese silk, gold, deerskin and brazilwood 
for dyes; also honey, manufactured wax, palm and Castilian 
wine, civet cats, large vessels in which to store tea (as 
mentioned above), glass, cloth and other commodities from 
i^pain. 

From the foregoing accounts of the early trade between 
]\fanila and Japan it is clear that much information must 
have been obtained on both sides regaixling the resources 
of the two countries. The Spanish drew most of their in- 
foinnation, no* doubt, by way of Macao, and from the Spanish 
])riests who resided hi Japan and who -were in frequent 
communication with that city. In 1569 Mareelo Ansaldo, 
n priest, mote a memorial setting forth his desire to go 
from ]\ramla to Japan, Tie. proposed to build a vessel for 
the voyage, which should last Avitli good weather fifteen 
or sixteen days. From this memorial we may eonclnde that 
hitherto no Spanish ship had passed from Manila to Japan, 
but that the trade was entirely carried on by tbe Japanese 
vessels. Ansaldo visited Japan and has left us a map now 
in the Xational Library at Madrid. 
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During those eariy years of occupation, the Spanish were- 
no doubt too occuiiied in pacifying the natives of the in- 
terior and establishing themselves, to think much of other 
expeditions, military or othervdse, to other lands. From 
the various reports of Legaspi from the time of his aimival 
until his death, and the reports of his successors Ave learn 
that every opportunity was taken to leaim the resources of 
their neighbours. The fame of the Spanish and their settle- 
ment in Manila had also naturally been carried both to 
China and Japan and in the year 1574 Ave find the Spaniards 
hard pressed by the attack of the Chinese pirate Limahon 
and his lieutenant Sioeo, a Japanese. This expedition arriv- 
ed at Correjidor at the mouth of the Bay of Manila on 
November 29, 1574, and consisted of sixty-tAvo vessels Avith 
1,500 AYomen, tv'o thousand soldiers, sailors, artillery, etc. 
Limahon ordered Sioco to land Avith 600 men to attempt a 
surprise. Sioco landed at Paranaque by mistake and was 
discovered Aidien marching along the shore to Manila by the 
natives, Aiko, imagining it to be one of the periodical des- 
cents of the Moros from the south, notified the Spaniards, 
accordingly. The Spanish, hoAvevei', did not believe the neAA’'s. 
and alloAved Sioeo to.mareh up to the gate near the Master 
of the Camp’s house before taking alarm. The Chinese 
surrounded the house, and the Master of the Camp’s Avifc 
coming to the AAundow and thinking they were natives shout- 
ed, “Go, dogs, for to-day you will all die.” This speech 
was translated to Sioco who Avas greatly enraged and or- 
dered the house to be burned. Sioeo, after killing ' the 
Master of the Camp, adyaneed agaifist the city, hut the 
Spaniards had utilised the moments gained by his delay to 
man the walls and Sioco. was forced back to rejoin Limahon 
at Cavite. After three days a further attack was delivered 
by Sioco, but he was killed in the attempt. Limahon then 
retired to Paranaque, where he re-embarked and sailed to 
Lingayen whence he was finally dislodged by the Spanish 
in 1575. A large part of his troops seem to have stayed 
behind and intermarried Avith the natives. It is their des- 
cendants to whom Father Malumbres refers in his Avork 
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mentioned above. It is also to be noted that the Spanish 
were assisted by Chinese meivofwar sent in search of 
Limahon by the Viceroy of Fhkien, The next few years 
were doubtless passed by the Spanish in quietly pacifying 
the surrounding country, although during the administra- 
tion of Maldonaldo, a proposal was sent home to Spain to 
tit out an expedition to conquer China and Japan. This 
proposal shows us how uncertain and unreliable the in- 
formation received regarding those two Empires must have 
been. In the year 1582 we find the first collision betwen 
the h^paniards and the Japanese,. The Governor General, 
Don Gonzalo Ronquillo, received news from the north that 
a body of Japanese had arrived with twenty six vessels under 
Taifusa and had landed in the mouth of the river Cagayan 
in spite of the spirited opposition of the natives. Ronquillo 
iironediately recognised the necessity of dislodging them and 
despatched Don Fablo de Carrion to the north in a galley 
with a hundred soldiers. With this expedition went two 
Fathers, Francisco Rodriguez of the Franciscan Order and 
Father Christo val de Salvatierra of the Dominican Order. 
The former has left us a detailed account in the Chronicles 
of his Order, 

Carrion arrived at the port of Bolinao in August 1582, 
where he received reinforcements. On arriving at Cape 
Boxeador in the extreme north of Luzon, he met one of the 
Japanese vessels, attacked it and after a desperate fight 
succeeded in capturing it. The valour of the Japanese 
and their double-handed swords seem to have excited the 
admiiution of the Spanish. Carrion then rounded the cape 
and aided by a fog entered the river Cagayan and landed. 
The Japanese, however, had received news of his coming 
from members of the crew of the captured vessel who had 
managed to escape by swimming. Taifusa immediately led 
his men to the attack of the Spanish, who had entrenched 
themselves. Twice the Japanese delivered an assault even 
seizing the barrels of the Spanish guns with their hands. 
Both times they were repulsed by means of artillery and 
so great was his loss in the second assault that Taifusa 
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embarked his men and sailed aM^ay. News of the victory 
was sent toRonqiiillo, who, realising the importance of hold- 
ing Cagayan in force, ordered Carrion to remain and found 
a city. There seems to be some doubt as to the name given 
■to it; some Spanish writers mention it as Nueva Segovia 
which is now the name of the province. The city was most 
probably on the site now occupied by Lalloc or Laoag. This 
encounter must have brought home to the Spaniards the 
necessity of securing the country from such raids and inva- 
sions. During the next few years every effort was made to 
fortify Manila, Cebu and other positions in the Islands. In 
1585 a strong memorial was forwarded to the Council of the 
Indies in Madrid recommending the establishment of a fleet 
in order to protect the northern shores of Luzon (ie. Cagayan) 
from the raids of the Japanese. At the same time the Spanish 
.autlioidties in Manila took the precaution of establishing 
the Chinese and Japanese in separate districts outside the 
^eity. 

Tile first mention of tlie Japanese district of Dilao we 
find in the Chronicle of the Ih^aneiscan Order in 1585, but 
doubtless the district Avas established a year or two before, 
.as in their history the fathers mention it as already built 
and under their spiritual charge. A considerable number 
•of Japanese must have been at various times left behind by 
the trading vessels from Japan. Fvom a paragraph in the 
Jesuit Rather Cliirino's history published in 1604 (Father 
Cliirino was in Manila from 1590 to 1602) it would appear 
that, the Japanese before they were confined to the district 
•^of Dilao lived in the Chinese district. Tlie paragraph is 
'*as follows: 

, ,, ‘‘The (Chinese, Japanese, Malucos and Bisayans have 
■‘‘established in this city near our house a quarter of their 
“oAAUi, which < at , that time was in charge of the Society; 
■“and our Fathers administered the Sacraments to- them and 
'“their families 'including their women and servants.^’ 
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We see, howevePj that on the establishment of the Pis- 
trict of Bilao, the spiritual charge was, for some reason not 
explained in the chronicle of the Franciscan Fathers, refused 
by the Jesuits. It is probable that the Franciscans had 
already built a church in Bilao and established themselyes 
there before there was any question of Japanese converts 
and their disposal. This would appear so because the first 
Japanese Christians mentioned as arriving in Manila are 
those who were in 1585 placed in charge of the Franciscans 
according, to the account in their chronicle, which is as fol- 
lows:— 

^ ‘About this time, towards the end of 1585, the Order 
''began to reap the first fruits of the seeds sown in Japan 
"" ' by Father Juan Pobre by his relrgious life. For it happen- 
‘'ed that a vessel of considerable size with many Japanese 
"Christians on hoard sailing for Manila with horses, corn, 
"flour and other commodities for trade in these islands was 
"shipwrecked on the coast of Cagayan in a furious storm; 
"and of all the rest remaining there, only ten arrived in 
"Manila with, the news of their misfortune and asking as- 
"sistance.” 

The Chronicle continues to relate that the Governor, 
-Santiago de Yera, ordered lielp to be sent. The rest of the 
Christians were brought to Manila and were at first placed 
in the Chinese parian (district), hut being Christians they 
w^e afterwards at the request of the F’ranciscan Fathers 
moved to Bilao and left in their charge. These facts would 
go to prove that Bilao was not originally placed apart for 
the Japanese, but as indeed is mentioned elsewhere in the 
Franciscan Chronicle, their convent in BilaO' was founded 
by that order for the conversion of heathen natives (infieles 
natiirales). Since the establishment in Bilao of the above- 
mentioned Japanese Christians the whole district was then 
given up to the Japanese. Morga’s account of Bilao is as 
follows-: — ’ 

, There are generally sorde Japanese, both Chfistiaii and 
infidel, ill Manila. These are left by the vessels from Japan. 
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They have their special settlement and location outside the 
city between the Sangley Parian and the suburb of Laguio, 
near the monastery of La Candelaria, There they are 
directed by religious of S, Francis by means of interpreters 
whom the Fathers keep for the purpose. They are a spirited: 
race, of good disposition and brave. They wear* their own 
costume, namely, kimonos of coloured silks amd cotton,- 
reaching halfway down the leg and open in front; wide short 
drawers, close fitting half-boots of leather, and shoes like 
sandals with the soles of well-woven straw. They go bare- 
headed and shave the top of the head as far back as the- 
crown. Their back hair is long and fastened upon the skull 
in a graceful knot. They carry their catans large and 
small in the belt. They have scant beards and are a race 
of noble bearing and behaviour. They employ many cere- 
rnonies and courtesies and attach much importtoee to honour 
and social standing. They are resolute in any necessity or 
danger. 

Those who become Christians prove very good and are 
very devout and observant in their religion for only the 
desire of salvation incites them to adopt our religion, so 
that there are many Christians in Japan. Accordingly they 
return freely and without opposition to their own country.. 
At the most there are about 500 Japanese in Manila for they 
do not go to other parts of the Islands; consequently very 
few of them usually remain in the Islands. They are treated 
very cordially as they are a race that demand good treat- 
ment, and it is advisable to do so for the friendly relations 
between the Islands and Japan/ ^ 

This account of Morga who was in Manila from 1595- 
1603 and whose work was published in 1609 is very interest- 
ing hut in some points difficult to reconcile with the facts 
mentioned by Foreman. For instance he states that they 
do not go to other parts of the Islands, whilst Foreman 
has it that the Japanese were spread over Laguna and 
Pangasinan and had a settlement at Taal adding that the 
present Tagalogs are partly descended from Japanese. It 
is more than probable that the presence of the Japanese 
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m Cagayan in the early years of Spanish occupation and 
which is undeniable, alarmed the Spanish authorities to such 
nn extent that they drove out the Japanese as far as possible 
from the provinces and only permitted them to remain in 
Manila, in their own district, . where they could be kept 
under observation. 

We have seen that several Christian Japanese arrived 
from Japan in 1585. In 1587 another vessel arrived with 
ethers headed by one Gabriel. The arrival of Gabriel and 
his companions, whom he himself converted en route, is 
chronicled by both Father Chirino and Father Colin in their 
respective histories. A special service w^as held in the church 
of the Jesuits, the Bishop Salazar himself assisting at their 
baptism. In reference to the arrival of these Japanese 
‘Christians I would mention the existence in the iSFational 
Library of Madrid of a letter signed by Bishop Salazar 
(Salazar became Bishop in 1581), and also by Gabriel and 
.his companions containing a very interesting description of 
Japan together with a rough maj) made by the Japanese 
themselves, who added the names of the provinces in Japa- 
nese and in the map inserted the names of the provinces in 
■‘^kana.’’ Their own names, too, are signed in Japanese. 
From the foregoing then -we conclude that the Spanish, after 
.-asserting their authority, permitted the yearly trading vessels 
from Japan to continue and to leave behind Jax^anese who, 
“together with those Japanese Christians mentioned above, 
dwelt in Dilao where they were under the charge of the 
Franciscan Fathers. In the year 1690, the date of Governor 
'General Pedro Gomez’s administration, avc find according to 
an aeeoinit in Morga that the relations between the Spanish 
and Japanese were becoming strained. Morga vu'ites as 
follows : — 

‘‘During Gomez Perez’s administration the relations 
'and peace existing between the Japanese and Spanish began 
to become strained; for hitherto Japanese vessels had gone 
from the port of Nangasaqui to ]\Iauila for some years laden 
'Avith their flour and other goods, where they had been kindly 
.Teeeived and despatched.” 
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On the* part of the Japanese, no doubt, ..they found the 
restrictions which the Spanish were forced to put on them, 
irksome. The Spanish, learning more and mo-re from the 
frequent visits of the Japanese of the might of Japan, where 
at the time Hideyoshx was at the height of his power, were 
greatly alarmed for the safety of Manila and were inclined 
rather to tighten than loosen the restrictions. Moreover 
as we learn from one of the reasons put forward by a 
Council, summoned in Manila in 1630, against an indemnity 
to be given to the Japanese for the destruction of a Japanese 
' vessol by the Spanish in Siam, the piratical expeditions to 
the north of Cagayan had by no means ceased with the 
repulse in 1582 of Taifusa, but such expeditions had often 
come down and interfered vdth the natives and vessels 
trading to Manila. All tliis naturally caused the Spaniards 
considerable anxiety and compelled them to regulate the 
comings and goings of the Japanese with great rigour. 

News of the doings in Manila was of course carried to 
Hideyoshi by the trading vessels and doubtless lie was well 
informed of the efforts of the Spanish to check the Japanese. 
One Japanese, Harada Quiemon, who had already been in 
Manila, repeatedly urged on Hideyoshi the necessity of 
attacking LImila. Hideyoshi himself too, was perkaps glad 
to find an occupation for his troops and accordingly in 
1592 he despatched Harada with a letter to Gomez demand- 
ing the submission of the Philippines to his suzerainty. TJie 
reason given for demanding this submission was doubtless 
based on the former activity of his nationals in the Islands, 
their defeat in the Cagayan River and subsequent gradual 
expulsion. For more recent causes he had only to complain 
of the treatment of the Japanese in their quarter in Manila 
and the edicts of Gomez. 

The arrival of Harada as Ambassador from Japan caused 
the Spaniards no little alarm. Rumours of the might of 
Hideyoshi and his foreign wars had filtered down to the 
Philippines and they knew the warning was not one to be 
disregarded. At any moment a fleet from Japan might 
deliver an overwhelming attack. The Spanish were at 
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this time also- involved in a quarrel with the Portuguese at 
Macao besides being occupied with* the preparation of an 
expedition to Siam and Cochin China. There I’emaihed. 
only one course to take.. The Lord of Japan must be 
pacified and put off. Accordingly the Governor addressed 
a reply to ITideyoshi setting forth the plight and power of 
his sovereign Philip the Second and stating that although 
his instructions prohibited him from acknowledging any 
claim of suzrerainty he was most willing and deOTOus of 
opening up trade with Japan. The reply was sent by 
Father Juan Coho, but the vessel carrying the embassy wa^ 
wrecked in Formosa. 

The Spanish after despatching their reply made every 
effoirt to put the city in a state of defence and to get rid of 
the Japanese. Some were persuaded to accompany the 
expedition to Cambodia and Cochin China in 1595. Others 
were returned in the ambassador’s vessels to Japan. The 
number of Japanese in Manila at this time must have ))een 
fairly large. We have no exact hgureSj but the following 
extracts give an idea. A witness in Manila writes in 1593, 
"^As I understand, there are three hundred or more Japa- 
nese here and one hundred and fifty came in the Ambas 
sador’s ship.’' Another witness says, “that two other vessels 
are about to come here (to Manila) now. Before the coming 
of the Japanese this year (i.e. Harada) there were four hund- 
red Japanese here. These two vessels have brought almost 
three hundred and another three hundred will come in the 
ships that are coming. Therefore much caution must be 
employed.” 

In the meantime whilst the Spanish Avere preparing in 
Manila, Hideyoshi had decided on the expulsion of the friars 
from Japan and in 1596, most of them Avere crucified at 
Nagasaki. In the same year occurred the Avreck of the 
galleoil San Felipe and its confiscation by Hideyoshi. Nq^wb 
of both these occurrences arrived in Manila in the following 
year 1597, and the Governor, Don Franasco Tello, determin- 
ed to send another embassy to Japan asking for the bodies of 
the martyrs and compensation for the loss of the 
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Felipe/^ At the same time an offer to open permanent 
trade relations was to be made. The ambassadors were Don 
Luis Nayarrete Fajardo and Diego de Sossa, a Portuguese 
gentleman. Many rich presents accompanied the embassy 
including an elephant. Don Luis arrived at Hirado in 
August 1597., Hideyoshi was well pleased with the em- 
bassy, especially with the elephant, which he came out to 
see in the courtyard. The chronicle relates that on the 
appearance of Taikosama the elephant went down on its 
knees three times and trumpeted loudly. Hideyoshi in his 
reply excused the confiscation of the ^‘San Felipe’^ citing the 
laws of his kingdom that all wrecks and their contents be- 
longed to the Lord of Japan. As for the friars he explained 
that they had done much harm in his country, teaching the 
people false doctrines and he asked that no more be sent. 
Finally he promised a continuance of commerce and ar- 
ranged for the shipment of the bodies of the martjnrs. 

During the stay of the embassy in Kyoto the same 
-Harada who came to Manila as ambassador still urged on 
Hideyoshi the necessity of attacking Manila. Consequently 
the embassy, though in a measux'e successful in recovering 
the martyrs, left a doubt in the minds of the Spaniards as 
to Hideyoshi ’s real intentions. Don Luis himself died in 
jSTagasaki hut the remainder of the embassy returned safely 
to Manila with the bodies of the martyrs, where they were 
received in solemn state and a special service was held in 
their honour in the Jesuit church. The Spanisli continued 
their preparations to meet the invasion, whicli it was feared 
Harada would persuade Hideyoshi to make. 3forga writes 
^as follows: — 

“Trusting to time for the remedy, they so disposed 
4iffairs in Manila that they might he ready for an^^ future 
•emergency. They sent the Japanese who had settled in 
Manila — and they were not few — back to- Japan and made 
those who came in merchant ships give up their weapons 
until their return, which they endeavoured to hasten as 
much as possible, hut in other respects they treated them 
hospitably.” 
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' > Also, as in a letter written to Manila by tbe martyred 

friars before their execution, it was stated that Taikosama 
intended to occupy Formosa as a means to; conquer the 
Philippines, ships, under Don, Juan de Cammio, were sent 
to reconnoitre that Island in. order to he the first in the 
field. Finally an embassy left Manila in 1598 to the Vice- 
roys of Canton and Ohinched to warn them of Hideyoshi’s 
intentions and suggesting* that they should combine with 
the Spanish to avert the common danger. Nothing,^ how- 
ever, came of the embassy and in the same year Hideyoshi 
died, thus removing the danger of any immediate attack. 
How near this attack came to he a reality we learn from 
the Chronicle of the Franciscan Order, which relates that 
in 1597 Harada was actually appointed to the command 
of an expedition hut that the expedition never came to a 
head through the incompetency of Harada liimself. 

For the next two or three years we find no special men- 
tion of Japanese affairs. From the large number of Japa~ 
nese mentioned as in Manila in 160‘3* we can conclude that 
the trading vessels from Nagasaki continued their visits and 
that many Japanese remained heMnd. In 1600' an earth- 
quake was felt in Manila destroying the Cathedral and the 
Jesuit Church. In the following year a still more violent 
earthquake practically destroyed the towm. In 1603 or 

1604 (some authors say 1603 others 1604) occurred the first 
uprising of the Chinese or Saugleys as they were called by 
the Spanish. This uprising was only put down with the 
assistance of the Japanese who numbered some eight hund- 
red. This is not the only instance of the Japanese and 
Spaniards fighting side by side.- Japanese were included in 
the expedition of Desmatinas to the Moluccas and also as- 
sisted the Spanish in Cambodia in 1603 wdiere the -Spanish 
expedition came near to being annihilated and "vvas only 
saved by the arrival of Japanese vessels from Japan. In 

1605 the Spanish again began to put restrictions on the 
Japanese residents in Dilao. As will he seen from the fol- 
lowing extract from the “Laws regarding Sangleys,^' dated 
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1606^ the number of Japanese bad reached aiarming 
prG5)ortions. 

'"It is advisable for the security of the city of Manila 
that the number of the Chinese do not exceed 6,000; * Like- 
wise it is advisable that there should not be so many Japa- 
nese in that city for they already exceed 3,000 etc.’^ 

In 1606 a Japanese rebellion broke out. The Governor 
was away on an expedition to the Moluccas and the city was 
therefore but scantily defended. By the assistance of the 
priests the Japanese were pacified. Slorga relates that the 
Japanese were enraged at ihe attempt of the Council which 
governed during the Governor’s absence to embark them 
and send them away. Father Concepcion has it that the 
immediate cominencement of the fight was a (quarrel be- 
tween a Japanese and a Spaniard. The latter finally struck 
the Japanese and mmediately the supporters of both took 
to arms. A priest succeeded in quieting the Japanese and 
the Spanish withdrew into the city. On the next day the 
Japanese seeing the preparations and artillery of the Spanish 
agreed to give up their arms. During that night, however, 
a house in the Japanese quarter caught fire and the Japa- 
nese immediately accused the Spanish of disarming them 
with the intention of burning their district. M. Jesuit again 
managed to quiet the Japanese. The danger to the city 
must have been great and had the Japanese attacked on 
the previous day it is possible that Manila would have been 
sacked. In the next year 1607 the Japanese again rebelled. 
But this time the Governor had returned and the. Spanish 
attacked them in their quarter, defeated them and burned 
the district. Many were embarked on vessels and sent 
back to Japan, and the Japanese, says Concepcion, were 
forbidden to reside in Manila. This prohibition could never 
liave been enforced as in the ensuing year we have frequent 
mention of them and their quarter of Dilao. 

In the meanwhile lyeyasu Tokugawa, known to the 
Spanish as Daifusama, had risen to power in Japan. In 1602 
Tyeyasu despatched an embassy to Manila for the purpose 
of opening up trade. Among other things he requests that 
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coarpenters might sent to teach shipbuiidhag and offers 
,ports in the Kwanto for the facility of Spanish vessels* Now, 
-hitherto, the great security of the Spanish in Manila had 
.rested largely on the ignorance of the Japanese in ship- 
building. The Governor therefore sent an evasive reply 
promising the despatch o-f a vessel to trade, hut refusing the 
loan of carpenters unless sanctioned by the Viceroy of 
■Mexico. At the same time a letter waiS sent to Fra Gerorrimo 
irde Jesus, who was at lyeyasu’s court and who had been 
instrumental in the despatch of the Japanese embassy, warn- 
ing him not to promise such facilities to lyeyasu. The 
Japanese Ambassador Chikngo to whom the reply was en- 
trusted w^as weeked in Formosa and lyeyasu hecomiug im- 
patient at his non-arrival despatched Fra Geronimo de Jesus 
himself to Manila. The Spanish Governor renewed Ms pro- 
mise of a yeai’ly ship to the Kwanto and in 1603 Father 
Geronimo sailed in the Santiago el Menor’’ with a cargo 
rof redwood, deerskins, raw silk etc., for the Kwmito. Owing 
:to stress of weather the vessel was forced to put into Hirado 
whence messages and pi'csents were sent to lyeyasu explain- 
ing tlie occurrence. At about the same time, encouraged by 
•the report of Geronimo, more priests set out for Japan in the 
Japanese vessels lying in the harbour, which, Morga tells us, 
fcontinued to arrive from Nagasaki wdtli flouxL In 1602 the 
galleon '^Bspiritii Santo from Mexico to Manila was forced 
into Hirado whence she escaped with great difficulty, Gom- 
plainfs were made and lyeyasu in the hope of, resuming 
trade relations between Manila and the Kwanto, had the 
offenders punished. 

The arrival of further missionaries in Japan caused 
lyeyasu in 1605 to send another letter to Don Pedro de 
.Acuna the Governo-r, requesting him to forbid them to depart 
and again statinghis desire for trade and complaining of the 
non-appearance of a vessel in the Kwanto. The following 
extract from a report from the Council of the Indies, pre- 
sented to the King of Spain, dated Madrid, 31st of March 
1607, tltrows li^t .on the apparently halfhearted attempts 
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ottlxje Spanish ilo open a real trade and their attitude towards, 
lyeyiasu: i i . . ■ ^ , / 

. - ^^^la4hose Islands (Philippines) it appears of the great- 

e§t-inlpoi4ance. that this commeree (with Japan) he intro-- 
diieM ‘Uiid preserved, because, besides the provision of the- 
kieieMd goods, it is well to keep the King of Japan friendly 
by this means. For if it were not so he would he the greatest 
ehelny that could be feared on account of the number and 
size- of Ms dominions and the valour of the iieople therein, 
wh^‘%re bey Olid comparison the bravest in all India as has 
been experienced in the aforesaid Islands sometimes, with 
pirates who have overrun the coast, doing great harm and 
hindering the commerce of other nations/’ 

' This would show that the Spanish only maintained a 
semblance of trade to please lyeyasu and indeed from a long 
Wgtmrent'laid before the King of Spain some few years^, 
later, in 1619, it is clear that the direct trade between Japan 
and the Philippines was by no means profitable to the Span- 
ish. In 1609 Philij) the Third published ^'The Laws I'egard- 
iug Navigation and Commerce,” Law 2 of which runs: — 

''The trade, commerce, and navigation from the Philip- 
pines to Jap^ shall be made by the citii^ens of the former 
Islands and the Japanese Shall not be allowed to go to the 
Islands.” / 

. , IThe object of this was no doubt to reduce the numbers 
of Japanese in Manila,, who, in spite of the pi'oMbition issued 
against their residence in 1607, still came and settled in 
Dilao in large numbers. Fernando de los Rios Ooronel in 
a report in 1619 urging reforms in the Philippines mentions 
that ''already 2,000 Japanese reside in Manila, which is thus . 
endangered. ’ In a certain measure also the refusal to allow 
Japanese to trade to Manila would please lyeyasu, as he, in 
his letter b.P 1605, had protested against the residence of * 
Ms subjects, in Manila, 

In 1611 lyeyasu, perceiving that the Spanish did not 
intend to supply. Ms wants and alarmed at the increasing • 
number of priests in Japan and the consequent rapid spread; 



JAPANESE IN PHILIPPINES 70^ 

of Christianity, ordered tho eviction of ail missionaries from 
Japan and the suppression and expulsion of all Christians 
unless they changed their faith. .The period from 1611 in 
Japan is one of continual persecution of the Christians, many 
of whom, however, came down to the Philippines. In 161A- 
a vessel arrived at Manila from Nagasaki with some three: 
hundred Japanese Christians including Don Justo Takayama^ 
called Ucandono and several Japanese fathers. ..Ah were 
well received by the Spanish and lodged in the city. Father 
Colin has left us a detailed account of Takayama’s life. 
Takayama was of great assistance to the fathers in the 
•early days of Cliristianity in Japan, but afterwards he fell 
into disgrace with both Hideyoshi and lyeyasu. . Conse- 
quently he was banished in 1614 to Manila with aEhis family^ ■ 
He died in 1615 and wa>s buried in the Jesuit Chtu:eh at San 
Miguel. With Takayama had come several Japanese ladies, 
also Christians, who were lodged in San Miguel. They died 
•at various dates, the last in 1655, being, biiried with others 
in the San Miguel Church. Father Colin relates that the 
J*apanese in Manila among whom all had worked attended 
her funeral in large numbers. This proves that although. in 
1640, the Japanese were banished officially they did not cease 
to arrive and live in Manila. 

From 1614 the Japanese Christians evicted from Japan 
*eontinued to arrive in small numbers and all were received 
by the Spanish and settled outside the city walls. In that 
year, too, Silva, the Governor, formed a new expedition to 
the Moluccas of which, he mentions, the Japanese from 
Manila formed a third of his forces. The parishes where 
these Japanese were lodged are mentioned by Archbishop 
Serrano in 1621 in his report to the King of Spain, which 
runs,: — , 

‘‘In the parochial eliureh of Santiago and in the villages 
of Dilao and San Miguel, which are suburbs of Manila and 
in the port of Cavite, mo.'^t of the Japanese iu these Islands 
are instructed. Some of them are married, and although, 
because they are a people who go to and from their own ■ 
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ccimtry they have no fixed numher, at present there are 
more than fifteen hundred Christians/’ 

Further on in his report Serrano speaks of a hospital, 
under the care of the order of St. Francis at 500 paces from 
the walls of Manila, where from 100 to 150 sick were cared 
for. This hospital was. doubtless for Japanese as the hos- 
pital for Chinese in Binondo was founded by Benavides in 
1587 and placed in charge of the Dominicans. 

The above proves that in spite of the apparently strained 
relations between the Spanish and lyeyasu, Japanese con- 
tinued to pass to and fro between Nagasaki and Manila. 
The Spanish, as seen by various letters in 1621 from the 
Governor to the Eng, still feared Japanese invasions. In 
the same year an attempt was made by Don Fernando de 
Silva to reopen official relations with lyeyasu. The negotia- 
tions, however, fell tlirough. Silva himself was then sent 
to hel]3 the Portuguese in Macao against the Dutch, who to- 
gether with the English had begun to menace both Macao 
and the Philippines. This expedition, which also included! 
Japanese, touched at Siam where it was overpowered and 
Silva was killed. In the same year, alarmed by the danger 
from both^the Dutch and English and the large number of 
Japanese who, says Serrano, then nupubered 1,000 and Were 
in the habit of giving information to the English and Dutch,, 
the Governor of tlie Philippines, Don Alonso Fajardo de 
Tenca, expelled many Japanese. It was also in 1621 that 
the Spanish began to think seriously of occupying Formosa 
to guard, says Fajardo, in a letter in December of that 
year, the Japanese trade, which was menaced by English 
and Dutch vessels which fitted out in southern ports of Japan. 
In 1625 the Alcalde Major’’ of Cagayan was ordered to 
arm two galleys and other boats, to proceed to Formosa 
and to fortify himself in Tamsui, which is nearest to Cagayan. 
This move was to protect the Islands against the Dutch,, 
who had already settled in Tainan, opposite to Tanchuy,, 
with the avowed, purpose of mastering the Chinese com- 
merce. Jh 1626 the Spanish found it necessary to send a 
larger force to occupy Formosa to protect their “Chinese and 



JAFANESB m PHELIFFINES 


rm 


Japanese trade. The Spanish were in Fcmac^a from 1626- 
1642. It is interesting to note from documents in the pos- 
session of the Dominicans in Manila, that much Christian 
work was done in Formosa by Japanese priests from Manila. 
One, by name Tomas Naqni, made an expedition to the 
Loochoos. In 1629 the Dmteh attempted to driTe out the 
Spanish, hut were defeated. Their final effort, however, in 
1642, was successful. The loss of Formosa was felt keenly 
by the Spanish, as by their occupation they had, as expected, 
obtained a large share of the Chinese and Japanese trade 
with Macao. In connection with this cccupation of For- 
mosa many similar words in that island and Luzon are to 
be noted. Aparri in Luzon, Taparri in Formosa, Talibong 
in Luzon, Alibon in Formosa, Biscaya and Basay, Palauan 
and Paloan. 

In 1628 during a visit of the Spanish to Siam, a Japa- 
nese vessel also put in and was for some reason attacked 
and burnt by the Spanish. The Spanish in 1629 sent to 
Nagasaki offering reparation for the deed, if the Japanese 
would open a regular traffic again. No reply was received 
and it was determined, in a eoundH held in Manila, to do 
nothing further. The council gave as their reasons for 
offering no further reparation the following : — 

/^Thus it is believed that these Islands have an especial 
reason to consider themselves aggrieved by Japan. 1st.. 
Because the Japanese have prohibited commerce without 
other reason than the faith, and that with so great severity 
that a ship which sailed secretly from the districts of Arima 
and Omura for these Islands having put back and tke 
Japanese ascertaining whither it was bound, the loss of many 
lives and the most cruel injuries to the Christian people 
there resulted. 2nd. Because the Japanese refused to re- 
ceive the ambassadors who were sent from here in order 
to bring about peace and harmony betw’een these kingdoms. 
3rd. Because of the old time robberies which were made 
in the time of Taieosama and by his order, of the goods of 
the galleon Felipe’’ -which put in at their coasts be- 

cause of bad weather — the Japanese martyring on that oc^ 
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casion the religious . of St.: l^raueis who protested against 
the injustice j and Taico declaring war against these Islands 
in the endeavour to* make them tributary, and for some 
years sending a number of ships to infest as they did, these 
coasts, and although peace was made afterward in the time 
of Daifu and commerce was. reopened, still they never gave 
satisfaction for the wrong committed, nor did we obtain 
damages’ for it. Consequently as soon as the peace was 
broken, on account of Daifu, and because they deprived us 
of.commerce with them, it appears that they again renewed 
the past insults and that 'they are vigorously demanding 
their right of procuring redress. 4th.- Because from the 
time when our ships put’ in at. Japan and the Japanese had 
news of the richness of these Islands, tliey have always tried 
to conquer them, by endeavouring to get a foothold on the 
Island of Formosa, in order to make it a way-station for 
the conquest of Luzon. That has caused the Governor of the 
Philippines to make great expenditures and vast prepara- 
tions during the past few years,* and hut recently it is 
learned that discussions of this kind are rife in Japan and 
that their reason for not doing it (i.e. conquering the Is- 
lands), is not the lack of malice, hut of power. 

• The Spanish at this time, 1630, seem to have really ex- 
pected an invasion. The Portuguese, too, in Macao were 
afraid of the Japanese avenging their injury on them by 
interfering with their commerce and accordingly they re- 
quested the Spanish in Manila to make good the loss of 
the above-mentioned vessel to the Japanese.* This we see 
the Spanish refused to do unless the Japanese opened com-, 
merce with Manila and gave satisfaction for old wrongs. 
In 1630, says Father Concepcion, two Japanese vessels ar- 
rived in Manila, one from the Governor of Nagasaki and 
the other from the King of Satsuma. Their object was to 
spy out the city of Manila with the idea of vengeance for 
the loss of the Japanese vessels in the river of Siam. They 
were well received in Manila and at their public reception 
a grand military display was made in order to impress 
them with the futility of attempting the conquest of Manila. 
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The Spaiiisli evidently succeeded in their object, for the 
Japanese made no attempt against Manila and in the fol- 
lowing year, 1631, two vessels arrived to trade. In thejn 
-came the famous batch of lepers. It appears that lyeyasu 
realised that the further persecution of the Christians, far 
frorii diminishing their numbers, only increased them by 
-converts made through admiration of the manner in which 
the Christians bore their sufferings. Accordingly in spite 
of the advice of the Dutch, he gave orders to ship all Christ- 
ians who refused to change their faith out of the country. 
No doubt ill sending a batch of lepers to Manila, lyeyasn 
thought to embarrass the Spanish and hoped that if they 
refused to receive them, Christianity would receive a severe 
cheek. The Spanish did not, however, fall into the trap, 
but received them as is shown by the following extract from 
the report of Don Juan Nino de Tavora, the Governor Gen- 
eral at that time, dated July 1632. 

“Two ships came last year (i.e. from Japan), to trade 
with this city of Manila. In those ships were sent 130 poor 
lepers exiled to these Islands;, whom the heathen tried to 
make renegades to the faith of Christ (as many others have 
become) j hut their entreaties had no effect on these people, 
I called a council of state to determine whether these lepers 
should be received and in what manner they should be re- 
ceived. It was not because I hesitated to receive them; for 
even though they might fasten the disease on me, I would 
not dare to leave an apparent Christian in the sight of so 
many opposed to the faith, and in the face of the persecution 
which has been raging in that kingdom. It was determined 
that they should he received immediately and taken straight 
to the church ; and that they should be 'welcomed, entertained 
nnd supported with the alms which this, community desired 
to apportion. A beginning has been made in collecting alms 
.and a room has been arranged in the hospital of the natives 
where they are to be put/’ 

’ A Dominican father writes on the same subject”:--^ 
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'^ Tiiey sent in thnse ships a hundred or ,ip.ore Christian 
lepers, who whatever they did wdth them, would not abandon 
the faitii; and in order not to stain their catans, as they 
said, with such people, they left them alive and exiled them to* 
the Philippines, Here they were kindly received — as was re- 
quired by Christian piety and by the cause for which they 
had been exiled — ^without considering the affront Avhich the- 
Japanese thonght to put on us by sending the dregs of that 
kingdom. ' ' 

In 1632 another vessel arrived bringing further Japa- 
nese including their wives and children and again in 1635* 
mention is made of the arrival of a large number of rich 
converted Japanese who had fled from the fierce persecutions, 
to which the Christians had been subjected in Japan. All 
these the Spanish received and permitted to dwell in Manila, 
eithel* in San Miguel or Dilao. In 1640' farther intercourse 
with Japan was prohibited by the King of Spain. Never- 
theless several friars at different periods made efforts to* 
penetrate the country ; notably in 1677 by Fathers Francisco 
de Juan and Alvaro de Joseph both of whom were killed 
“by the Chinese who offered to take them. In 1712 a Japa- 
nese father applied officially to the Grovernor of ^^agasaki 
for permission to enter bqt was informed that the edicts, 
were still in force. A matter of interest is the establish- 
ment in 1632 in Manila by the Misericordia of a school to- 
teach children of the Japanese and Chinese. 

In connection with the residence of Japanese in Manila 
the following cases in the courts throw light on their rela- 
tions with the Spanish and their traffic in the Islands. In 
lfll6 a case was tried in the High Court (Eeal Audiencia) 
against General Don Francisco de la Serua for excessive- 
expenses on a voyage from Mexico (Nueva E'spana) to 
Manila. The ease has its interest because it mentions that 
the vessel called at Satsuma. In 1625 General Andres 
Perez Franco is proceeded against for exacting one real a 
month from Japanese shops in Cavite, of which he was 
Governor. In another case in 1627 reference is made to. 
Capt. Juan Suion, GoTernor of iffie Japanese. From this 
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it would appear that the Japanese as well as the Ohinese 
had their own special governor who was responsible for them; 
and their behaviour. In 1628 the High Court hears an. 
appeal from the court of the province of Pampanga. Pedro. 
Leon, a Japanese, proceeds aginst Miguel de Sosa for ill- 
treatment of his wife Maria Cosia. This is an indication 
that the Japanese, if not legally so, were nevei'theless at times , 
resident in the provinces. That they were prohibited is clear 
from the case in 1632, in which the Alcalde Major of La 
Laguna is cited as sending despatches to ]\Ianila witlioui 
payment by the hand of a Japanese who came daily from 
the Lake of Laguna to Manila. Instructions are sent to him. 
tliat the J apanese, Christians or otherwise, are prohibited by 
law from going to native villages. In 1633 we learn that a 
Japanese vessel was in the Bay of Manila from a case brought 
against the Captain. In 1636 a ease was made out against 
the Alcalde Major of Cagayan for illegal trading and 
seizure of goods from Chinese and Japanese ships visiting the 
Cagayan coast. 

.As stated before, trade between Japan and the Philip- 
pines was forbidden in 1640, and no effort seems to have been 
made by the Spanish themselves to carry it on. Japanese, 
however, occasionally arrived in Manila from shipwrecks, 
which would tend to show that their vessels came down to. 
the Philippines, if not to Manila, Father Concepcion relates- 
how fifteen shipwrecked Japanese arrived in 1753 and were 
taken charge of in Dilao by the Franciscans. The Francis- 
cans obtained from the Government help towards their sup- 
port, citing in their petition that help had been given in 
similar cases in 1693 and 1706. The same "writer mentions... 
the case of Don Juan Castaneda Oouraimo, a Japanese, who, 
with his companions was assisted by the Government until 
1752 when the last of them, Vicente Pimentel, died. 

The next question to consider is : What remains of this 
residence and trade of the Japanese are there to-day? Fore- 
man suggests that the Tagalogs are descendants and it may 
be that they have Japanese blood. Father Malumbres has 
it that the Ilongotes have Japanese ancestors. Foreman 
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also mentions a Japanese temjjle as having existed, but I 
have been nnable to find any mention of it and it seems un- 
likely that the Spanish, with the friars so powerful, would 
hsCVe permitted it. As regards tombs, we know that Taka- 
^yama and his companions as they died were buried in the 
Jesuit Church in San Miguel. This church was destroyed 
and I am informed that, when the Jesuits built their pre- 
sent church, many of the bodies found beneath the rums of 
the former, were transferred to the crypt of the present 
edifice, and it may be, therefore, that Japanese remains were 
brought with them. The Japanese fathers were probably 
buried in the churches of the orders to which they belonged* 
The Japanese nuns of San Miguel appear to have been buried 
in the parish church of that village. The last died in 1656. 
'The relies of the martyred Japanese Fathers are preserved 
ih the Franciscan Convent. 



THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SWEEi: 
POTATO INTO THE FAR EAST 

By Br. Edmimd Simon — ^Nagasaki 

The problem whether the sweet potato .which is known' 
not only in America, but is also widely distributed in the Far 
East and the Sonth-Sea Islands is of American origin or* 
not has not yet been wholly solved. The Encyclopedia 
Britannica^ says in regard to this question: ‘‘The, plant is 
not known in a truly wild*state, nor has its origin been as.- 
eertained. A. de Candolle eonelndets that it is in all pro- 
bability of American origin, though dispersed in Japan, . 
China, the South Sea Islands, Australia, etc. ; its migrations’ 
aoL'e only explained by him on geological grounds of an- 
entirely hypothetical character.” The following paper will 
bring more |ight on the question and may be able to confute* 
the theory proposed by A. de Candolle.. It may be mention- 
ed in this connection that Prof. B. H. Chamberlain lia^ al- 
ready pointed out that the plant in question is not indigenous 
to Japan but has been introduced'from China, the Loochoo- 
Islands acting as mediators.^ 

This plant now cultivated over nearly all the Far East 
was introduced to China only about three hundred and twen- 
ty years ago and to Japan about two hundred and forty- 
years ago after a long migration starting probably from the 
middle part of the Western hemisphere. If the undevelop- 
ed means of communications prevailing in the beginning of” 
the 17th Century he taken into consideration the rapid 
spread seems astonishing. 


1. Nintli Edition, Vol. XIX see under; Potato. 

2, The Luchu Islands and its Inhabitants. Journal of the Royal 
Geographical Society, Vol. V. p. 301. 
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Tho names given to the plant by the Chinese and the 
Japanese prove clearly the fact, that it is not an indigenous 
jirodnet of either country. The former call this Idnd of 
potato (batatis edulis) expressly ''fan-shu'' C®#) meaning 
'‘foreign tuber,’' the latter call it “Riukiu-imo” (M ^ 
in the southern parts of ISushu, or “Satsuma4mo” in the 
middle of Japan. In Edukiu, the archipelago forming a 
long chain of islands from Kiushiu to Formosa, the name 
"“Karadmo" or in the Okinawa dialect '‘‘Kara-nimu” 

— Chinese potato — ^prevails. Analyzing these different de- 
.signations we can already discover some of the paths which 
the plant has followed in its migrations. 

However, before turning to this subject we may first 
try to ascertain the country where the plant originated/"* 
The name “Batata” points to the West-Indies as the word 
is said to be of Haytian origin.^ From this we may assume 
that the plant originally came from the middle and southern 
parts of America, just as the ordinary potato (solanum) 
<}ame from the Andes.^ The islands oi Cuba and Ilayti were 
discovered on the first voyage to America by Christopher 
•Columbus and it is not unlikely that the sweet potato was 
introduced to Spain by the discoverers about the end o£ 
the 15th Century. According to Chisholm^ the Batata seems 
to have been known even in Bngland in 1560. The Century 
Dictionary states that the word potato is generally to be 
understood in the sense of sweet potato Avhen used by Eng- 
lish witers down to the middle of the seventeenth century. 
Oerarde in a book (Herball) published in 1636 writes: 
“Clusius calleth it Batata, Camotes, Amotes, and Ignames: 

3. An Analysis of the Sweet Potato by B. W. Dwars was published in 
’Vol. VI p. 349 of the Transactions of the Asiatic vSociety of Japan. 

4. Standard Dictionary of the English Language 1906 (Funk & Wagnalls 
Co., New York and London) ; The Ccntur}^ Dictionary pub. hy The Times, 
I^rOndon : “ Haytian batata, the native name of the sweet potato.” 

5. ibid, “is a native of the Andes, particularly in rhili and Peru to 
.ISTew Mexico.” 

6. Handbook of Commercial Geography 1904, p. 81. 
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in Hftgiisli Potatoes, Potatns and Patades.”"^ Prom this 
sentence it is clear that the Spaniards introdnced the plant 
to Europe, as Oamotes is the Spanish name for the sweet 
potato. 

The Philippine Islands were probabl}’^ the first country 
in the Par East into which the batata was imported. These 
islands were discovered in 1521 by Magalliaes, a Portuguese 
subject engaged in Spanish service, on his famous cruise 
-around the world (1519-22) . The Spaniards settled down in 
Luzon, according to the Chinese Ming Annals (Ch. 323, P. 
XI), about the commencement of the Wan~li peiiod (1573)® 
or as the Spanish accounts state more correctly in 1571. The 
Spaniards establislxed a flourishing trade with the Chinese 
port Hai-cheng, the inhabitants of which sent their jimhs 
Manila.*^ The bulk of Chinese merchandise, the chief articles 
•of which consisted of silk, pottery? and metal-wares, W'as 
trans-^shipped to the ports of New g^pain and Peru, and these 
places became large markets for Chinese manufactures — a 
trade which was a source of immense profit to China.^^ We 
find mention in a Japanese record, as will be seen later, of 
the sweet potato being cultivated in Luzon at this time and 
it is something more than mere assumption to say that the 
Spaniards introduced this plant to the Philippine Islands 
finding the subtropical climate and the fertile soil suitable 
for its cultivation. This assumption seems to me all the 
more credible because (it is at the same time well established 
that) at the same time the Spaniards introduced a number 
-of useful plants from the East into Mexico probably by way 


7. Also th.e solanum “was probably first introduced into Europe from 
the region of Quito by the Spaniards, about the middle of the sixteenth 
•(^ntuxy. In 1586 it was brought to England from Virginia, where, however, 
it was probably derived from a Spanish souvee.” (Century Dictionary), 

8. B. Laufer, The Relations of the Ciiincsc to the Philipplrte Islands. 
Smithsonian Miscellaneous Collections (Quarterly Issue) Vol. 50, Part 2, p( 258, 

9. ibid. p. 277. 
xo. l.c. 
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of the Philippines.^^ Why shoxJ.d they not have brought 
over from America plants fit for cultivation in the newly 
acquired territory! Since Spanish records of the time are 
not at my disposal, it is impossible of course to prove exactly 
the actual truth of the presumption and I must leave it to. 
be made certain by further investigations. Although not 
acquainted with the native language of Luzon I was inform- 
ed by a friend who has been there for a couple of years and* 
understands the language that there is no native term given 
to tho swot potato^: but that they use the Spanish expression 
^^Ohihote,’^ another strong proof ih favour of t^^ Spaniards, 
being the means of introducing the sweet potato. 

We may now leave the uncertain grounds of hypothesis, 
and turn to the history of the introduction of the sweet 
potato to China. In volume IV. of the Okinawa-shi (?*}• 18 
a, work compiled by T. Ichiji a Japanese authoi’, in 

the 10th yea^ of Meiji (1878), w^e find a passage, presumably 
taken from a Cliinese source, running as follows:^- ''The 
'foreign potato' was a product of the main island, Luzon.. 
The islanders were forbidden to export the seeds to foreign 
countries.’’ Fi*om this statement it is clear the Spaniards 
were of opinion that the sweet potato was a very valuable 
and rare plant at this time and that they tried to monopolise- 
the culture in order to retain a lucrative trade in the potato. 
Had it been an indigenous product of the Philippine Islands, 
the Chinese who had already settled there before the arrival 
of the Spaniards^^ would have introduced the useful plant 
to China at an earKer time. On this point the Okinawa-shi 
states expiressly that the sweet potato^ was introduced to^ 
China in 1594, that is twenty-three years after the Spaniards 
had settled in Luzon, and then only by means of a fraud. 
"A man from Chin-an^-^ of the Ming Empire, called Chen 

11. ibid. p. 281. The quoted paper by Dr, Walter Hough “ Orient aF 
Influences in Mexico’^ (American Authropologist, 1900, pp. 66-74) was 
inaccesible for me, 

12. p. 23b: 

13. Laufer, ibid, pp, 257/58. 

14. A place in Fub-bien province, Ch’uan-chou prefecture. 
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Clien-lung had been living a long time in Lusion engaged in 
eommerce. Having bribed the natives he succeeded in get- 
ting the seeds and planted them after his return home in 
the 22nd year of Wanli (1594). This was the first time that 
the foreign potato was planted in China. A' further 
reference helps to prove clearly that the sweet potato was. 
unknown in Luzon before the arrival of the Spaniards. We 
find the potato not yet mentioned in a passage of the Ming 
Shih (Oh, 323 R Ila) which speaks of the trade articles be- 
tween China and the Philippine Islands. '‘The native 
articles traded were cotton, cotton goods, beeswax, cocoaniit 
and fine mats.”'^" Therefore it seems without any doubt 
that the Spaniards first introduced the sweet potato to the 
Philippine Islands and that the Chinese did not know the 
plant previously as they would have if the plant were in- 
digenous for the China-Philippine trade Avas in existence at 
an earlier date than the Spanish occupation. 

On account of deficiency of material I am at present 
unable to trace step by step the gradual spreading of the 
potato’ from the southern areas of Fuh-kien over the wdiole 
of China. Let u^s turn now to the question of liow the 
Batata was introduced into Japan and see how" the IjoocIioo 
Islands played a very important part in it. Okinawa, the 
main island of the Loochoo, was at that time a small kingdom, 
Chungshan (4* Ui) paying tribute to both China and Japan. 
In Nafa (iP if) the principal port of the Islands, a flourish- 
ing trade was carried on which consisted principally of ex- 
changing the products of the .Middle Kingdom -with those 
of Japan, i.e., the Nafa merchants were the intermediaries 
between these two countries.'^ ‘ The daimyo Shimadzu lebisa 

15. ^ A«ii > ^ 7^-® Jr V A y 7 

> X > I l:iave not yet been able to discover the source this extract is 
derived from, probably it is from a local history of the Fuh-kien province. I 
hope these lines will bring it to light. 

1 6. Laufer, ibid. p. 252. 

17. von Siebold, Nippon, Arcliiv zur Besclireibung Japans, 1897. Vol. 

TI. p. 277. * 
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liaving made, war upon Okinawa in 1609, entirely subjugated 
the King Sho N'ei (f& and took him and the crown-prince 
away from Okinawa to Japan but released both and allowed 
them to go- back to their own country expressing particularly 
the wish that they should put Japanese articles on the Chi- 
. nese market in exchange for Chinese.^® The sweet potato 
naturally and easily followed when trading relations were 
regularly established. ’ 

The introduction of the Batata into the small Kingdom 
of Chungshan has been duly recorded by the native chro- 
niclers because the tubers proved to be an excellent guard 
against the frequent famines there, making the people 
wealthy and enlarging the prosperity of the wliole nation. 
The islands lying in the midst of the ocean are frequently 
visited by stf’ong winds and typhoons, causing hoods and 
often doing enormous damage to tiie crop. The Loochooan 
Nugun (IF or in Japanese pronunciation Noguni, who 
held the post of a Sokwan (L. dial. Sukwan ), an official 
courier, noticing the sweet potato on a tour in Fuh-kien 
recognised its value and brought the seeds to his country 
and planted them in his village. IMasatsune (S another 
official, taking great interest* in his enterprise, strongly sup- 
ported him in spreading the potato, over the country. Con- 
cerning this we read in a book entitled Noguni Kafu (M M 
^ Ih)j Genealogy of the Family of Nugun^® : 

'“In the period of Wan-li he was appointed Sukwan and 
W'cnt to the Min province t*)* Having entirely fulfilled 
his official duties he returned in the thirty-third year of the 
same period (1605) having noted the foreign potato. Remem- 
bering that in bis native country ever year typhoons arose 
doing damage to the five grains,-® and thus making it im- 
possible to prevent famine and dearth by which his country- 
men were placed in anxiety, he took it with him on his return 

1 8. ibid, p 279. 

19. The text is quoted in “ Gimnia Masatsune to Noguni Sokwan,’’ 
Okinawa Kyoiku Nr. 45, p. 32, 

20. The Chinese understand under the five grains ; Rice, millet, barley 

and wheat, beans, hemp. * 
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^nd planted the seeds in Nugiin, Nusatsn, Sunahi and other 
villages of the Chattan district. Further he taught the 
jiiethods of its cultivation amongst the villagers and thus 
made the plant a substitute for the live grains. Afterwards 
Masatsune, the Wekata-^ of Gimma IS :#) from the 
Ma ) Clan, heard of it and asked for shoots and guidance 
for cultivation. Nilguii taught him the principles of cultiva- 
tion. Masatsune following the instructions published them 
widely over the country. Such was the story of the intro- 
duction of the potato and certainly it wms to Nugun’s 
credit. ' ’ 

Similar to this report is another one appearing in the 
^Gimma-uchi no Kafu^-: 

''In the thirtydhird year of Wan-li the Sukwan Nuguu 
1)1*011 gilt on his return from China the earth-ball plants Fan-, 
shu. IMasatsune hearing this asked for them and inquired 
as to the imactiee of their culture. Nugun answered: "Take, 
the creepers, make wheel-shaped circles, and throw them 
into the soil for cultivation. When the time lias arrived 
cut the shoots, and dig out the potatoes for use.^’ Masatsune 
‘did so seven or eight years and then happened a year of 
great famine and scarcity. - ^lasatsune was struck with the 
idea to extend the cultivation of the foreign potato through 
the wliole country in order to use it as a substitute for the 
five grains, thus making the country as prosperous as others. 
He did so, tested the cultivation some years and at last cut 
the shoots and scattered them over the fields one to the 
square foot. Within fifteen years all the people in the 
•country used it as a substitute for the five grains. This was 
due to the influence of Masatsune. By means of the foreign 
potato years of misfortune ceased. Thereafter were esta- 
blished sacrificial ceremonies at Akafira in Jimma and the 
])eople of Jimma were ordered to commemorate the gracious 
acts of the Sukwan Nugun. This is the patrimony of our 
fafiiily.’’ 


21, This term is explained in: Edmund Simon, Beitraege zur Kenntnis 
• dcr Riukiii-Inseln, Leipzig 1913, p. 156; compare also ibid. p. 97. 

22. Okinawa Kyoiku Nr. 46, p. 30. 
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Tbe Eiubiu-Koku-Kiu-ki CSfi H S iE)> a manuscript 
in possession of the former King, says®® : 

“The Foreign Potato. There are different MhAs, one 
with red. skin and white tuber, another one Mth both Aha.: 
and tuber white and another one with red skin and yellow 
tuber.®* 

Tn the thirty-third year of Wan-li under the reign of 
King Sho Nei the Sukwan Nugun (a man from the village 
Nu'gun) went personally to China and brought the potato 
back with him on his return. The Wekata Peching of 
Jimma, Masatsune of the Ma Clan, hearing this asked for 
samples. Nugun gave him some and told him : “You must 
tlioroughly hoe the soil, prepare erepers of the potato, put 
them in the soil, and let them grow for several months, 
afterwards dig them out for eating. ' ’ Masatsune followed 
his advice and the potato became flourishing. 'When years, 
of misfortune or famine arose and the people suffered from 
great hunger, Masatsune distributed the potatoes over the 
country, making them a substitute for the flve grains. There- 
fore the descendants of the Ma Clan up to the present sacri- 
fice thankfully to Nugun. The yellow foreign potato was 
introduced by a man in the tlurty-third year of Kanghsi 
who had been in Puh-kien, and who after his return dis- 
tributed it in every place. But it is only a diflVrent kind. 
Even ice storm or snow does no harm to it ; therefore, it is 
of great value.” 

On a trip to Okinawa I took the opportunity to visit 
the tomb of Nugun. It is situated in the middle part of the 
island known as Nakagami ('b M) in the Ohattan-magiri 
Ci: @ W not far away from the village Nugun near the- 
coast, where the rivulet Nugun-kara flows into the sea. In 
the slope of a hill a cave is dug in the rocks, a few stone- 
steps lead to the vault. Under the roof formed by the- 

rocks stands a coffin-shaped stone case with a roof-shaped 

** * 

23. ibid. p. 29, 30. 

4 

25* Tbfi term equivalent to tlie Japanese 

a district, or country, , ^ ' , 



The Tomb of Nugun. Isakagainigmi, Okinawa. 



Tombstone of Nugun. Nakagamigim, Okinawa. 
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‘Cover, and in front of the ease is put a stone incense burner 
■or altar of oblong shape* On the right a stone monument 
with an inscription has been erected. The roofed stone 
case and the stone altar w^ere built in the thirty-ninth year 
of Kanghsi (1700) by a Chito (M IS)» an official from 
.the Slio C#)-Clan hy name Masatsune who spent money 
for that purpose. The stone tablet was erected in the 
sixteenth year of Kien-lung (1751). The style of the tomb 
somewhat differs from that usually adopted in Loochoo* 
The inhabitants, as may be known, first place the corpse in 
a coffin, will ell they deposit in a vault. About three years 
.afterwards when the flesh has decayed they collect the 
bones and wash them with native ricewine, then they put 
them in urns which they deposit in the background of the 
vault.-^’ There are two different kinds of tombs, one being 
simply a vault excavated in the rocks the entrance of which 
is closed with stones or stone plates, the other one is also 
a vault but its roof is horse-shoe shaped in Soutli-Chinese 
fashion and before the entranee a broad space is hedged 
in by a stone wmlL Nugun’s tomb is of the first-mentioned 
type but with some modification. The* original vault in 
which the urn was deposited has apparently .been opened 
in front in order to make room for the stone case and the 
tablet. Behind the former haekwall of the vault a new 
one has been excavated. The stone ease, as might be judged 
from the first appearance is not a coffin but an altar for 
burning paper, a so-called stone-furnace CB M as in- 
'dieated clearly by the hole in front. T observed another 
specimen of the same shape Oii an exeiirsioTi to I 'Uten harbour 
on a cross-way and it was explained to me by an educated 
native to be a 'fuiijuro/ a stone furnace for burning paper- 
The stone tablet lias inscriptions in Ohiiiese on both sides, 
the one in front lieing a record of the history Clh M tl)> the 
one on the ])ack giving a detailed account of Xtigun’s de- 
scendants. The inscription in front translated is as follows-^ : 

26. I'he Lucliu Islands p. 453. 

27. Text quoted hy T. Hiha, Xahagami Gunshi p. 63, and Okinawa 
ICyoiku Xr. 44, pp. 32, 33. 
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Record of the History of the Sukwan Nugim 

"‘‘Our ancestor the Sukwaii Nugun “was a man from the 
village Nugun. In the period A¥an-li he was appointed by 
Royal order Sukwan. When he was formerly in China, he 
had noticed the foreign potato aaid introduced it as a sub' 
stitute for the live grains. Because our country is situated 
in the midst of a vast ocean, the live grains "were damaged 
every year by storms, and the sad distresses of famine and 
dearth did not cease, lie brought this foreign potato back 
with him on his return and spread the seeds over our coun- 
try as a substitute for the five grains, making the country 
unfailingly prosperous. It Avas in the thirty-third year of 
this period that he returned after having fulfilled his offi- 
cial duties. He studied fully the methods of cultivation and 
brought them with him. In the beginning he planted the 
potatoes in the village Nugun and neighbouring districts 
and sijread them over the whole country. Then the "Wekata 
of Jimma from the Ma Clan, hlasatsmie, hearing this, came 
expressly and asked for them. The Sukwan quickly agreed 
to a wide distribution over the country and taught him 
in detail • the methods of cultivation. Masatsune, aiding, 
him, spread it over the country, thus further adding to tho 
meritorious services of the Sukwan. Such was the origin 
of the foreign potato in our country. (For details see Kiuki 
and Masatsune-Kafu.) The Sukwan passed away after a 
long life and the villagers and the people from the neighbour- 
ing districts still worship at his tomb and even from the re^ 
mote countries they come for reverence. Up to the present his 
countrymen call him ‘SukAvan u nushi’-®; furthermore they 
call him 'mmu u nushi.’^” When later the Chito of the Sho- 
Clan, the Wekata from Niugun village, Masatsune, saAA" the 
inhabitants of the village and of the neighbouring country- 
going to- this tomb to pay reverence and even people from 
remote eoun-tries worshipping there, he called the old men 


28. Ihe big master Sokwan 

29. The big master of the potato ’h 
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of the village and also their descendants and inquired in 
detail for the reason. Having considered it he himself in 
the thirty-ninth year of Kang-hsi spent money for putting 
in order the stone altar and the stone furnace. They altered 
the grave to make place for the altar and the stone-furnace, 
thereby rendering the great dead more honour and respect^ 
But we (think) : The water issues from one source but is 
divided into myriad branches. Mankind has been generated 
from only one man, and (because they have forgotten their 
common origin) they do not wear (mourning ) clothes. If 
they wear no (mourning) clothes, they n-ally do not difter 
from the people on the roadside.’*" Fearing that they will 
faultily record the merits of our ancestor, we engrave the 
record on this stone. 

Under the Great ChGng Dynasty in the autumn on 
the grain day of the ninth month of tin* sixteenth year 
of Kang-hsi. 

-Respectfully recorded and erected (by) Fija of the sixth 
generation, Chikudonushi, residing at Siiurrb” 

According to a memorandum on the back Fija (Japa- 
nese Hika . Gk M) was a descendant of the Sukwan Nugmi. 
The inscription on the back of the stone contains no in- 
formation about the introduction of the potato, and may be 
omitted here. 

To avoid any mistake it is necessary to mention the fact 
that previous to the introduction of the sweet potato a plant 
called Satsu-mmu (M was already known in Loochoo. 
In spite of the name Gnmu, potato’ it is neither a kind of 
Batata nor Solanum but a kind of C'olocasia. The Iroteu 
CiS ^ ®) ‘Record of Old Bequeaths’ states"U 

‘Un the country Nagagusku in the boundary of 

Itoiwa W is a Buddhist temple called Itoiwaji. A cer- 
tain guard (a man from Kanebu happened to get 

30. HriS'KiS. A. ^ 

mms&Ao 

31. The second line stands first in Chinese hut has been inverted in 
the translation. 

32. Quoted Okinawa Kyoiku Nr. 64 p. 31. 
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this plant. He cultivated it in his garden and finally it 
became flourishing throughout the village and the whole 
country. ’ ’ 

For the sake of distinction the people now generally call 
the Colocasium simply mniu (lino), but the Batata, Kara- 
mmu, i.e. Chinese potato. 

According to the Okinawa~shi about sixty or seventy 
years after the introduction of the sweet potato by Nugun 
into the Loochoo, that is about 1665 to 1675, a Japanese 
peasant by name Biuemon became acquainted with 

it, when travelling in Okinawa. Riuemon was a native of 
Yainakawa (ill HI) in the former province of Satsuma, a 
small place on the western side of the gulf of Kagoshima, 
from which the fleet started against the Loochoo Kingdom 
in 1609 sent by the Daipiyo Shimadzu lehisa.^® Riuemon 
obtained the seeds of the Batata, planting them after his 
return in his garden. Likewise in Satsuma the people soon 
acknowledged the value of the plant and thus its cultiva- 
tion spread quickly over the country. Riuemon died in the 
second year of Hoei (1705). The people of his village in 
mentioning his grave call it Kara-imo'-den 'Chinese Potato 
palace’ and worship there twice a year in spring and in 
autumn.®^ 

It seems that the sweet potato in Japan was cultivated 
in the beginning inincipally in Satsuma, in which part the 
people called the tuber Riukiu-imo, Loochoo potato, in 
memory of the origin. The peasants of Middle Japan seem 
not to have cared much for the new plant, and only the 
learned scholar Aoki Konyo Cff IS) in the first half 
of the eighteenth century made it popular throughout the 
country. This man had learned the Dutch language and 
translated several works on politics, political economy, na- 
tural history, etc., and was commissioned in 1739 to visit all 
the provinces of Japan in order to collect ancient manu- 


33. Nihon Meisho Chislii VoL X, p, 421. 

34. Okinawa-shi Vol. IV, 23 h, 2ra. 
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soripts,®^ He had noticed the plant prohahly on a previous 
tour in Satsuma^ because he presented in 1735 to the Bakufii i 

in Yedo a memorandum stating the value of cultivating the j 

sweet potato,^® By means of this pamplilet the cultivation | 

of the Satsuma-imOj as it was called, made good progress. | 

In memory of Aoki^s merits a potato merchant has erect- \ 

•ed a stone monument for the Kansho Sensei CB“ ^ ^ in \ 

the village Shimono-Meguro Cf U ® in ToMo-fu. The [ 

inscription runs^'^: [ 

“The scholar Aoki Konyo, by personal name Jukusho [ 

CIA. ®) popularly knoAvn as Buuzo C3fiC St) was born in the [ 

•eleventh year of Genroku (1698) in Yedo and died in the I 

year of Miniwa (1769) at the age of seventy-two-. This ■ 

scholar knowing that the sweet potato is a good food for [ 

relieving famine wrote a book concerning the cultivation of | 

the plant and distributed it amongst the peoi)le. Since \ 

without distributing these rules in every part of the country I 

the seeds would not have been cultivated, we, declaring \ 

his merits, have engraved this on the tomb. We engaged ' 

in selling the sweet potatoes and thus are very much in- [ 

dehted to- the introducer of the Sweet Potato, wherefore [ 

we have written the above in order to record it for eter- I 

nity/’ i 

It is interesting, however, to note that Riuemon from 
Yamakawa was not the first who introduced the sweet 
potatoes to Japan. This credit has to be given rather to an 
Englishman who planted them in Hirado as early as in 1615, 

We read in the Diary of Richard Cocks, the chief of the ' 

English factory of Hirado, the followung entry (Vol. I., P. 

XI) : “June 19, 1615. I took a garden this day and planted 
it with potatoes brought from the Liquuea, a thing not yet 
planted in Japan. Furthermore: “July 29, 1618. I set 
500 small potato roots in a garden. Mr. Eaten sent me tiiem 
from Liques (Looehoo)’’ (Vol. IL, P. 59). I do not know ,, 

35. cf. Papinot, Historical and Geographical Dictionary of Japan p. 18. 

36. Okinawa Kyoiku, Nr. 64 p. 31, 

37. Quoted ibid. 
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whether the Japanese in the neighbouring districts of Hirado- 
began to cultivate the newly introduced plant or whether 
the knowledge of it perished with the suppression of the 
English factory in 1627, 

Such we find to be the history of the introduction of the- 
sweet x>otato into the Par East. Again since most of the 
South-Sea Islands were discovered by the Spaniards at the 
end of the sixteenth century, the existence of the sweet 
potato on these islands scattered in the Pacific may easily 
be traced back tO' the introduction by the discoverers. 
Probably the study of the diaries and narratives written 
by the first explorers of these territories will bring further 
light upon this question. 



ADDENDUM 


BY 

J. Struthers, M.A., B. Sc. 

For the information of readers of Dr. Simon’s paper 
there are given here below the area and production of Sweet 
Potato in Japan (prefecture by prefecture) and in Taiwan 
(Formosa). In this year of scarcity in the three northern 
prefectures it is of interest to note that in Iw^ate, Akita, 
Aomori and Hokkaido the sweet potato is practically not 
grown. 

Besides its use for human food the sweet xDOtato is used 
for starch making (imo shoehu) and kiriboshi (dried and 
fermented potato made in Shidztioka). 

Figures. In considering the figures of area and pro- 
duction one cho may be considered, approximately, equal to 
one hectare and one kwan equal to 8 Vi lbs. or 3. To kilo- 
grammes. 



Area 

Production 

Prefecture 

cho 

kwan 

Tokio 

5,002;2 

12,024,219' 

Kioto 

1,921.5 

5,659,952 

Osaka ; . . . 

2,640.2 

7,088,576 

Kaiiagawa 

7,275.3 

22,108,737 

Hiogo 

3,311.5 

8,964,634 

Nagasaki 

21,650.5 

79,634,857 

Niigata 

1,653.2 

11,737,276' 

Saitama 

11,301.9 

28,937,802 

Gumma 

1,933.5 

6,411,209 

Chiba 

13,741.5 

45,818,176 

Ibaraki 

7,812.7 

20,962,523 

Tochigi 

2,792.7 

9,136,412 

Nara 

1,354.2 

dryOSSySSa 
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Jliye 3,845.2 

Aiclii 6,442.7 

Sliidsuoka 6,746.4 

Y'amaiiaslii 973.9 

•Shiga 754.1 

■hjifn 2,282.4 

Xagauo 400.3 

Miyagi 253.0 

Puknsliiiiia 1,294.0 

Iwate — 

■Aomori ’ 1.4 

Yamagata 501.2 

Akita 50.5 

Fukui 1,171.2 

Ishikawa 2,789.1 

Toyama 1,594.9 

'Tottori 2,251.6 

•Shimaue 5,419.1 

Okayama 3,699.6 

Ilii'oshima 9,548.7 

Y'amaguchi 4,212.8 

Wakayama 2,766.8 

Tokushima 6,269.3 

Kagawa 3,509.8 

Ehime 13,982.6 

EocM 10,0.23.3 

Pixkuoka 3,876.6 

Oita 7,509.4 

Saga 3,200.8 

Miyazaki 10,850.9 

Kagoshima 42,476.9 

Okinawa 32,749.5 

Kumamoto 20,053.9 

Hokkaido 0,2 


Total 


293,843.0 


TsixYan 


108,196.1 


12,542,548 

17,075,436 

32,232,031 

5,438,420 

2,658,248 

7,712,411 

874,575 

636,070 

4,163,351 

5,950 

957,404 

106,860 

2,911,245 

8,078,098 

4,363,839 

7,135,792 

15,692,950 

10,594,230 

35,028.852 

11,977,178 

8,965,523 

20,083,811 

8,782,247 

46,590,059 

23,536,280 

9,681,634 

21,997,316 

11,299,700 

35,311,721 

167,693,435 

149,033,170 

35,311,721 

160 


1,005,903,328 

183,665,750 



THE KOKWi JICHIKOID 


OR 

A BUDDHIST PARALLEL TO POOR RICHARD’S. 
ALMANACK 


TRANSLATED BV 


Rev. S. H. Wainwright, M.D., D.D, 



INTRODUCTION 


111 his autobiography, Beujamiii Franklin, in speaking 
«of one* of his works, has this to say: '‘In 1732 1 &st 
publish kl my Almanac, under the name of Richard 
Saundei's ; it was contimikl by me about twenty-five years, 
commonly calFd Poor Richard’s Almanac. I endeavour’d 
to make it both entertaining and useful, and it accordingly 
came to be in such demand, that I reap’d considerable profit 
from it, vending annually near ten thousand. And observ- 
ing that it was generally read, scarce any neighbourhood 
in the i>rovinee being without it, I consider’d it as a proper 
vehicle for conveying instruction among the common people, 
who bought scarcely any other hooks ; I therefore filled all the 
little spaces that oecurr’d between the remarkable days in 
the calendar with proverbial sentences, chiefly such as in- 
culcated industry and frugality, as the means of procuring 
wealtli, and thereby securing virtue ; it being more difficult 
for a man in want to act always honestly, as, to use here 
cue of those proverbs, it is hard for an empty sack to stand 
upright. 

These proverbs, which contained the wisdom of many 
.ages and nations, I assembled and form’d into a connected 
■discourse prefix’d to the Almanac of 1757, as the harangue 
of a wise old man to the people attending an auction. The 
bringingall these scatter’d counsels thus into a focus enabled 
them to make greater impression. The price, being uni- 
versally approved, was copied in all the newspapers of the 
Continent ; repiunted in Britain on a broad side, to be stuck 
up ill houses ; two translations were made of it in French, 
and great numbers bought by the clergy and gentry, to dis- 
tribute gratis among their poor parishioners and tenants. 
In Pennsylvania, as it discouraged useless expense in foreign 
superfluities, some thought it had its share of influence in 
producing that growing plenty of money which was observ- 
able for several years after its publication.” 
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Ileceiitly, there chanced to fall into my hands a Budd- 
hist writing entitled Kohwa JioliirolcUf or Self-record of 
Merits and Faults. The parallel between this writing and 
Franklin’s. Poor Richard’s Almanack was pointed out to me 
by Japanese friends.. Both matings alike recognize a 
close' connection betwen moral living and material pros- 
perity, Both alike have for their object tlie diffusion of 
daily moral instruction among the people. Needless tO' say, 
however, theBuddhist writer is more than a practical moral- 
ist of the type of Benjamin Franklin. Underneath his 
selieine lies the theory of Karma, or cause and effect in the 
moral sphere. 

We have in this writing not merely a curiosity of litera- 
ture. Its intrinsic value may not be great to us of to- 
day, but the work was important to those who produced it. 
The history of the writing leaves no room for doubt as to 
the importance attached to it in China and Japan. The 
•original work, which came into existence in the Min period, 
under the authorship of Lhikoku Zenji, bore the title of 
KoJcwalvalciij or Chai't of Merits and Faults. This led to the 
production of the Inshitsuroku by Enryohan, in which the 
retribution of good and evil was set forth in eleven chapters. 
Renclii Daishi renamed this book and gave to it the title 
of Jichirolii, or Record of Self-knowledge. The imesent 
volume bearing the title of Kohwa Jichirohii is ascribed to 
a retainer of the Lord of Kishu who- reproduced the Chinese 
originals, in Japanese. Reiielii Daishi, otherwise known as 
Shuko (Choo-hung), was a celebrated priest of the Pure 
Land Sect. He Avas the founder of the famous Ynntsi 
^Monastery at Hang Chow. He 'wrote extensively on Budd- 
hism, and canned on a vigorous controversy Avith the Avell 
InioAvn European missionai’y, Matteo Ricci. 

Among those who had a hand in the authorship of the 
treatise, as it has come doAvn to us, there Avas thus one who 
bore the highest honorary title of the Buddhist priesthood. 
Not only so, the original Ko-hioa-hahu Avas presented to the 
-Japanese public by the celebrated Ogiii Sorai (1666-1728 
n ALD.) Avho AAWote an introduction to the work. 
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All account of the transmission of the KoTcwa Jichirolcw 
to eTapan is given in the introduction in Chinese, written by 
Yasuda Munetaka, at Heian, in the Anyei period (1772-1780)-. 
According to this writer, tihe work was rendered into Japa- 
nese by a worthy retainer of the Lord of Kishu. Because 
of liis humility, he would not let his name be known. A 
priest by the name of Gemmu, during the Kwansei reign 
(1789-1800), owing to a request of the book-sellers, prepared 
a revised edition with illustrations inserted. A second edi- 
tion was published in the Tempo period (1820-1843). The 
copy I have in my possession contains these illustrations and 
the revisions made by Gemmu. 

In the begimiing of the volume, there is a large Chinese- 
character for the human heart, underneath which a pair of 
scales is pendant. Above the beam on the right side is the 
character for ^ ‘ merit, and on the left side the character for 
^^faulri’ or ^^demerit.’’ In the pan of the scales', on the 
right side is the character for ^^good’’ and in the pan on the 
left is the character for ^^evil.^' Beriveen the pans in the- 
medial line is the title of the book, namely JiGiiiroJcu. 

The Kokwa-jichi-roku wall be found valuable for the 
light it throws upon the social conditions in China, in the 
17th century, and upon ruling moral ideas at that time. 
Such social evils are condemned as slavery, intemperance, 
infanticide, usury, bribery, arson, fraud, embezzlement, 
counterfeiting of money, carrying deadly weapons, witch- 
craft and circulation of impure literature. Encouragement 
is given to education and reading, moral practice and religi- 
ous devotion. 

The humane teachings of Buddhism are to be seen in 
the commendation of good Samaritanism, humane laws, 
humanity in the treatment of animals, and in the generous 
treatment of employees and servants. 

The Buddhist regard for life finds expression in the 
rules -against arson, injury and murder, and against oc- 
cupations like butchery, the raising of silk w^orms, hunting 
and sporting with hawks. The highest merit is awarded 
to acts which prevent injury or destruction to life. Even 
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interference with, the course of law and the rescuing of the • 
condemned from punishment is a deed of great merit, m is 
also the issuing of edicts and ordinances forbidding acM of 
violence* Laws against, murder are commended, and their 
execution is condemned, alike on the ground of the sanctity, 
of life. Justice is swallowed up in mercy. The prevalence 
of infanticide in China is presupposed by the rules in the 
Chart for Daily Living against the practice. It is to the 
credit of Buddhism that this social evil was condemned. 

In Buddhist practical ethics, the sale and consumption of 
intoxicating liquors is condemned, though not absolutely. 
The JicMroku does not inculcate total abstinence. One of 
the curious deeds of merit liighly commended is the picking 
up of scraps of paper, especially paper written on. 

As to the conception of merit, Yasuda Munetaka, in his 
introduction, says that merit (Ko) is the accumulation of 
good and the production of meritorious virtue (Kotoku), 
and that demerit (Kwa) is evil and error. The method of 
increasing the good and admonishing self against evil is 
by keeping a daily record of merits and faults and by strik- 
ing a balance at the end of each month, and by reflection 
upon the i*esult as to one’s moral state.” 

The doctrine of merit is the principle on which the 
scheme of life is founded. Merit is efficacy.. It is the effect 
of effort, of good actions, and is the cause of happiness. The 
conception finds its explanation in the Buddhist law of 
retribution. I can find little in Chinese Buddhism which • 
upholds the claim put forth by Professor Rhys Davids that 
Buddhism teaches the transmission of character. An illus- 
tration of the law of cause and effect as ordinarily explained 
is to be found in a statement of the Kohiva Jicliiroku, which 
is as follows: ‘‘Let one with his soul observe these rules 
concerning virtues and faults, accumulating the good to the 
extent fjf five* hundred or one thousand or three thousand 
of even ten tiiousand points; if accumulated to this degree, 
suffering will be obviated and whatever desire or hope one 
may have will he realised.” In other words the* effect of 
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•which- good deeds axe idle, cause is not moral character but 
a state of happiness^ . The term used by Buddhists is uot 
ZeimirzrxiT^ good-effect), but rather Zenin- 

rahhw<i' (good-cause; happiness-effect). The scheme. of the 
Jichiroku is laid out in accordance with, this idea. Good 
deeds are the means to happiness and good fortune, pros- 
perity in. this world and. felicity in the world to come. 
Merit is- potential happiness. 

When we ask what the nature of tiie good deeds axe, 
according to Buddhist teaching, we shall tind that obedience 
to commandments occupies a very important place in Budd- 
hist living. The literature of Buddhism, in which disciplin- 
ary rules are described and enforced, forms a very consider- 
able proportion of the whole body of sacred vxitings. There 
are, for example, the five and ten commandments, the two 
hundii d ,and fifty monastic rules (Pratimoksha) , and the 
fifty-(-ght commandments of the Maliayana found in the 
Brahmadjala sutra, familiarly known as the^sutra of the 
Net of Brahma. The Pratimoksha regulations belong to 
Hinayana Buddliism. Tlie sacred literature of Vinaya, 
which includes the Pratimoksha, is very old, if not the oldest 
of Buddhist writings. The object of early Buddhism was 
the uprooting of desires. That it was an ascetic religion is 
attested by . the organization of a fraternity of monies and 
by the; early formation of a l>ody of disciplinary rules. 
Buddhism almost at oner became a religion of the letter. 
If one should take the trouble to read the Vinaya, lie vrill 
find the. life of the early disciple was put under most minute 
and rigorous directions pr<^cribed by authority. 

Some Of the precepts of Buddhism were applicable to 
the laity and not only to those who devoted themselves 
exclusively to the religious life. In the Dhammapada, there 
are some rules of a general nature. In the Dhammika 
Suira, the duties of a lay disciple are laid down, and also 
in the Mangala and the Sigalowada Sutras, of the Pali 
scriptures. The Kohwa Jicliirohu is not a book of the 
monastery. ItSi counsicls have reference to social relations 
and the common life of man. Its place, however, is among 
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-tKe (iiseiplinaiy writings of the Buddhist religion. ■ Mojral 
living set fortli consists in obedience to rules. 

The conception of a net balance, for or against one,. 
^ is not absurd, looked at from the Buddhist point of view* ilE 
deeds are purely casual, there is no reason why good and evil 
should not cancel each other as do heat and cold. A different 
conception finds place in the supplement where it is said:* 
''The one who practices these rules regarding merit, when 
appearing before the Buddha in whom he believes, should 
confess all past sins, offer up prayers and vows, and ex- 
press Ms desires and petitions.^' . 

The interest Japanese have shown in Franklin’s ?oor 
Richard’s Almanac, a writing perhaps better known to the. 
present generation in Japan than in America, is evi^nee 
that hi the casuistic method of applying ethical rules and 
drawing moral distinctions, there is something that ap- 
peals to moral consciousness among Japanese. Ogiu.Sorai 
uses the language of casuistry, in east and ^vest and in all 
ages, when he says: ‘'Even a fool knows the difference 
between good and evil. But one should discern the degrees 
of good (low and high) and the different degrees of evil 
(light and grave), and one should have a knowledge of good 
and evil in his daily living; he should estimate and weigh 
the relative degrees of good and evil, knowing that with a 
man whose good and evil balance each other it will be pre- 
cisely as is indicated in the scales ; and knowing that, if iii 
the slightest degree, the good exceeds the evil, corresponding 
happiness will be given; and that if the evil even slightly 
exceeds the good, misery, in the same degree, will he im- 
posed upon one. If earnest effort be put forth, one may 
escape, therefore, the consequences according to the law of • 
cause and effect, resulting from life in the previous ex- 
istence. Dire consequences can he transmuted into plea- 
sures.” ; 

The basis, generally speaking, according to which merit 
is measured in the present treatise is the outward act leather 
than the inward motive. Becognition of the inward r^ate 
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ol mind is indeed not wanting, ‘ ‘ If one in a single day, ’ 
it is said in Pari III, accumulates ten or more goods and 
continues for aJialf-mcntli in tins inanuer with singleness 
of heart, and if without weariness the good be pursued, in 
addition to the proportionate number of merits, one will have 
to his credit ten additional meritorious anarks. This is an 
expression of the great value to be attached to genuine good- 
ness and to deeds of perseverance. Therefore, during this 
time, if even for one day or two days, there be indolence and 
neglects at the ^nd of a half-month there will be no exti^a 
merit to one’s, credit. If there be an average of ten merits 
pei^ day, then at the end of the month, including the addi- 
tional increase, there will be three hundred and twenty 
merits.’^ 

Here singleness of heart and perseverance are qualities 
the presence of which adds to the meritorious qualities of 
an act. But as a rule the accent is placed upon the outward 
life. There is a distinction in the degree of merit accordiug 
to the persons to which the action has relation. ^^It being 
d ifficult to estimate the good and evil on a common basis for 
such different classes as the rich and poor, priests and lay- 
men, it has not been undertaken her© further than has al- 
ready been given. Yet eight full classifications of goods and 
faults in accordance with the plan of the original have been 
translated without interjecting the translator’s personal 
opinion. The lightness and gravity of good and evil are 
triily determined by the law of heaven (Tendo).” 

In&ect results for good are to be considered in deter- 
mining the degree of merit of a good deed. ‘^Though the 
good deed he one, if the result for good be three-fold, it 
should be reckoned as three goods. If the good result be 
five-fold, it should be reckoned as five goods, and so on. Even 
if on© good result in a hundred-fold good, it is to be reckoned 
as one hundred goods. In the case of evil, is the same. 
If as is set forth in the foregoing pages, calculation he made, 
in the space of threg years or five years or seven years or 
ten years, one can mature the root of merit to the extent 
of three thousand goods. 
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There is still a different point of view taken m regards 
merit when it is said: these three thousand goods he 

present to Buddha, as a thank offering, then after one’s 
desire is granted, he will be stimulated to a quick and rapid 
realization of the three thousand goods. After the three 
thousand goods have been realized then one should seek 
enlightenment and say mass before Buddha.’’ 

The religious motive in the above is so expretssed as 
to bring it to a eertain extent within the law of cause and 
effect. It is not surprising therefore, to read immediately 
following these words, the statement made by Enryohan, 
who said, ^^When I met TJnkoku Zenji, he said, ‘^Pate 
(Temmei) should be determined by seif. All misfortune and 
good fortune should be sought in the self.” 

The law of retribution, as expounded in the present 
treatise, pertains to the consequences of actions in this 
life. '"The present Kokwakaku, as regards’ its efficacy, has 
reference to present rewards. But recompense in the world 
to come is also acquired though it cannot be estimated,” 



INTRODUCTION (IN CHINESE) TO THE 
RECORD OF SELF-KNOWLEDGE OF 
MERITS AND FAULTS 
IN JAPANESE - 

A guest came bringing with him a book. He showed 
it to me and requested me to* write an introduction. He 
said: ‘'This book is based upon Enryohan^s Eohwalcaku 
(Chart of Merits and Faults) and Unsei Daishi^s JicMrolm 
(Record of Self-knowledge). The most important matter 
has been selected from these and formed into a volume 
entitled Kokwa Jichirohu (Self-knowledge Record of Merits 
and Faults). It ha^ been translated into Japanese in order 
that it may be understood by women and children. 

I opened the volume and looked at it In the plan, 
there was a division between merits and faults. Good and 
evil in detail w^ere set forth. Evil was condemned and good 
was encouraged. The method of instructing the reader 
was painstaking, I greatly admired the production. The 
thought which occurred to my mind was that merit (ho) 
was the accumulation of good and the production of meri- 
toiTous virtue (hoioJm), and that demerit (kwa) w^as evil and 
error. The method of increasing the good and admonisliing 
self against evil was by keeping a daily record of merits 
and faults and by striking a balance at the end of each 
month, and by reflection upon the result as to one’s moral 
state. If the evil preponderated, shame would be felt and 
a desire to- avoid further evil Avould be experienced. If merit 
should preponderate, with joy one would take up the pursuit 
of further good. One would know daily the nature of his 
own conduct and be able to admonish self. By self-reflection 
and amendment, his heart would be set right. Truly, if 
one’s desire be to do good and walk in the right path, there 
is no other method than this to be adopted. 
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In thiB volume it is said, Those who do good obtain 
happiness, while those who do evil are involved in mis- 
fortune. This is a principle established by Heaven and 
is of course true. 

•• Soshi said, “That which proceeds from you will return 
tO' you.’’ 

Meneiiis said that, “Happiness and misfortune are tO 
besought nowhere except in self.” 

According to these men, good and evil are put forth 
from self and happiness and misfortune return to self. 
Therefore, no one fails to obtain if seeking is by self. Con- 
sidered from their point of view, if one exerts himself to 
reinove the evil of others and save them from grief, he him- 
self will escape misfortune. If he supports the living and 
protests against all who kill, he will obtain happiness. If 
one in the world seeks riches, rank or fame, he has no 
source of reliance other than by their method. Men know 
how to get. but they do not know how to get by giving. 
They do not know that irrational gain will be followed by 
irrational ioss.^ By wrong and covetousness, they seek 
only tlie increase of gain without effort to benefit others. 

If /this ; volume is used vddely and its teaching is be- 
lieved and practised, a better condition of things will be 
brought about. Prom individuals to families and from 
families to villages and from villages to the whole country) 
the good will spread. Men will become ashamed of evil 
and the useful will become established. Those who are 
rich will be content with present acc[uisitions. The poor 
will be resigned. Robbers will cease in the land, and virtue 
will flourish among the people. Even evil men, through 
a sense of shame awakened, will become good men. 

Ah! the merit of this volume, is it not great? With 
great joy I asked the name of the man who had rendered 
it in Japanese. The author did not disclose his name. I 
was of the opinion that it was a retainer of high character, 
now retired, of the Lord of Eushu. Because of his humility 


* Literally, money coming in unreasonably will go out unreasonabl5^ 
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he would not let his name be known. He was rich ly nature 
in generous feeling. He used his money in order to help 
and relieve others. His thought was that his own means 
were limited, but the number of poor people was not. With 
limited means to save an unlimited number of persons was 
not easy. So, instead of contributing money, he decided to 
turn men from doing evil and to induce them to do good and 
to escape misfortune and obtain happiness. He thought 
that by thus doing good he wmuld be helped by Heaven and 
Avoiikl increase his riches. But in order to turn men away 
irom evil and to the good, lie could not visit their houses. 
Hence, he prepared this volume and had it printed, thinking 
that thus he might enrich others. To me his desire to 
benefit others was a beautiful thing and the good he did to 
others gave me joy. Therefore, without humility and in 
my iiuperfect words, I have written this introduction. 


Anyei (1772-1789), September, 


Heian, 

mSXJDA MCMETAKA. 



INTRODUCTION TO JAPANESE KOiCWA 
JICHIROKU 

Heart 



Tlie object of this book is to advance men in goodness 
:and increase their heavenly happiness; to admonish them 
eoneerning evil and shotv them the way of escape from 
misery. The character Ko (merit) it also read Kuti. The 
existence of merit is an indication that energy has been put 
forth and hardship endured hi an nnusnal degree. The 
practice of good hrings to light nniversal and infinite benefit 
and meritorious virtue. Hence., instead of the term good, 
the word merit is used in designation of this resutt. 
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The term Icwa (fault) is also read ayamaclii (error), and 
(offense). It lias the sense, of error or misdeed. 
It refers to something evil. Self-knowledge means the know- 
ledge of one’s oivn self. The teacher, Sorai^" in his introduc- 
tion to the translation of the Kokwakaku said, ‘‘Even a 
fool knows the difference between good and evil. But one 
should discern the degrees of good (low and high) and the 
different degrees of evil (light' and', grave), and one should 
have a knowledge of good and evil in his daily living. He 
should estimate and weigh the relative degrees of good 
and evil, knowing that with a man whose good and evil bal- 
ance each other, it will be precisely as is indicated in the 
scales; and knowing that, if in the slightest degree, the 
good exceeds the evil, corresponding happiness will be given; 
and that if the evil even slightly exceeds the good, misery, 
in the same degree, will be imposed upon him. If earnest 
effort be put forth, one may escape, therefore, the consequ- 
ences, according to the law of cause and effect, resulting 
from life in the previous existence. Dire eOpsequences can 
be transmuted into pleasures.” It is for /this reason that 
the chart has been prepared, so that one hiay keep a daily 
record of the good and evil in his life and be able to know 
one’s self. ;The word rohu (record) is/ also ^ead sMriisu 
(To note down), and hence means to k^ep a record. 

When good is done, even in a slight degree, \if accumu- 
lated, it will become a great good. So likewise, ..tlie slightest 
evil by repetition becomes a great evil. Also, if in the past 
there has been great evil, by the renewal of one’s mind and 
by . doing good, this evil can thus be destroyed.- 
. ,! T|iis record of self-knowledge was primarily called 
^ohm Kmhu (Chart of Merits and Faults). In China, Bn 
Ryohan' in |;he. Min Dynasty, received a copy of the Kohwa- 
|;?w7m\ :^dm..Hnkpku . Zeuj^^^ scholar. He applied it. in 
K^^ow life resized his various desires. Consequently, 
bp/wrpte ,a IbQok called InsJiUsurolcu, in which the Rewards 
6f Good' and Evil, iii eleven chapters, were set forth'. RencM 

^ O^h.'Sor&i: liyed' 1:666—1728, A. t>. 
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Daishif of tke Unsei moiiastei'y, renamed the book and called 
it JicM Eoku (Record of Self-knowledge). He made an eight- 
fold divisi9n of goods and faults in his plan of treatment. 
The Chinese being too difficult for the Japanese, it was 
simplified. The most important parts were retained and 
it was put in a form convenient to those who read the Kana. 
It has been aiTanged so that the most foolish and sinaple- 
niinded, even women and children, can understand the dis- 
tinction between good and evil and be able to avoid the evil,, 
advance the. good, escape misery and obtain happiness. If 
tliis book be properly used and is believed and put into 
practice, families will become wealthy, the eountry will be 
prosperous, and the social order will be maintained with 
lasting peace. An ancient saying affirms that if you do 
one act of good you will escape one act of evil. If you avoid 
one evil, you will escape one imnishment. If one punishment 
in a family be avoided, ten thousand punishments will be 
prevented in the nation and society wall exist in peace. 
Such is the benefit in the present life. How much greater 
is the rewax’d in the life to come !' Do not treat the subject 
lightly because of the poorness of the style of writing I 



RECORD OF SELF-KNOWLEDGE 


I. Loyalty and Filial Piety. 


By Shuko Unsei 

j\Ioiias.teiy, Koko. 

1, For the i>everence, service and support -of father 
,aiid mother, one day one good. 

Note; (a) For the observance of the teaching of father 
and mother •without contradieting them, one 
good. 

(b) For the faithful observance, from the heart 
and to the best of one’s ability, of burial 
ceremonies of father or mother, for each hund- 
red sen of expense one good. 

(c) For expostulating with father and mother 
and leading them in the good way, one time 
ten goods. 

(d) For persuading one’s father or mother to be- 
come a Buddhist, one case twenty goods. 

:2. In case of step-father and step-mother, grandfather 
•and grandmother, father-in-la^v and mother-in-law, double 
the good in case of real father and mother. 

3. For devotion to one’s feudal lord, with loyalty, one 
day one good. 

Note; (a) To advance the good and impart thereby 
benefit to one person, one good. 

(b) To impart thereby benefit to a group of per- 
sons, ten goods. 

(c) To impart thereby beueiit to society in gene- 
ral, fifty goods. 

(d) To impart thereby benefit to society in gene- 
ral and to future generations, one hundred 
goods. 
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4. To observe the ordinances of tlie Eimperor and net 
transgress them, one good for each deed. 

Note : (a) In everything to he sincere and ■without guile, 
one good for each instance.^ 

5. To obey teachers and elders and respect them, one 
good for each day. 

Note: (a) To observe the instructions of one's teacher 
and not do contrary to them, one good for 
each word obeyed. 

b. To respect your elder brothers and to love your 
younger brothers, one good for each instance. 

Note : (a) In the ease of vStep-hr other’s, two goods for 
each instance. 

II. Benevolence and Mercy. 

1. To rescue one from serious illness, ten goods for each, 
person rescued. 

Note: (a) If the disease is light, eight goods for each 
person. 

(b) For each dose of medieiiie bestowed, one 
good. 

(cj To take home one who is without friends or 
relatives when he is ill and care for him under 
one 's own I’oof, for each person, twenty goods. 

However, to receive from such person 
afterwards gifts is not a good. 

2. To rescue one from capital punishment who is under 
condemnation, one hundred goods for each person rescued. 

Note : (a) For those in authority to pardon such a one, 
eighty goods for each person pardoned. 

(b) For rescuing one from punishment beaten 
with a rod, fifteen goods for each person. 

(c) For rescuing one from punishment beaten, 
with a w4iip, five goods for each person. 
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^ However, to receive a bribe or thank 

offering afterward, is not a good, 

(d) If this be done not from a sense of duty but 
from some selfisli motive, it is not to be reck- 
dhed as a good. 

3. For rescuing a child about to be drowned by (its 
Ifarents), one hundred goods for each life rescued. 

Note: (a) For protesting against one who is about to 
murder his child and preventing the act, 
eighty goods for each life. 

(b) For caring for a child cast oft*, eighty goods 
for each child. 

(e) Preventing the abortion of an unborn child, 
one hundred goods for each life saved. 

4. For rescuing the life of horses, oxen and other ani- 
anals used by man, twenty goods for each life. 

Note : (a) For rescuing the life of mountain lions, deer, 
geese or ducks, animals not used by man, 
ten goods for each life. 

(b) For rescuing the life of small things, like 
sparrows and fishes, one good for each life. 

(c) For rescuing the lives of such insignificant 
things as gnats, mosquitoes, ants, flies and 
minnows, one good for each ten lives. 

However, generally speaking, there is no 
good superior to that of rescuing life. To 
save means to purchase and set free, to stop 
one who is about to commit murder, and to 
make daws against the taking of life. To 
rescue the lives of insignificant things and 
not to do the same with regard to the lives 
of greater things, and thus to seek to obtain 
happiness; such is not a good, because one 
does not possess a true heart of pity. To 
save one great life, not begrudging the cost, 
is just the same as saving a large number of 
jasignifieant lives. 
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6.. Torsave ike life of rats amd jsxiakes andf otlier beings 
which inflict injurjr, one good for,.eacli life saved. 

Note: (a) If a. snake has not yet bitten a man, it does 
not merit death piinislment. . . ' 

However great tlie iiijiuy inflicted by a 
rat, it never commits a, deed sufficient to 
merit capital punishment. 

6. If one saves the life of a living thing about to he 
killed for a feast at the time of a festival or celebration or 
redeems the life by purchasing something else as a substitute 
in the market, for one life saved one good. 

7. To reform the lives of hunters and sportsmen whose 
business it is to kill, three goods. 

Note: (a) To indixce such men to rej)ent of their error 
and completely give up their vocation, fifty 
goods for each reformed. 

8. If rulers forbid the killing of living things, ten- 
goods for each case. 

9. For giving a decent burial to such domestic animals 
as dogs, fowls, cattle and horses, ten goods for each animal ; 
five goods for each small animal. To cause the Buddhist 
scriptures to be read over the grave, five goods for each life. 

10. To care for the homeless and friendless or a child 
without parents or parents without eliildren, for one hund- 
red sen expended one good. 

Note: (a) To- give small things amounting in value to 
one hundred sen, the aggregate will amount 
to one good. 

(b) To bestow cotton cloth, linen, same as above. 

(c) For comforting relatives, for looking after 
the happiness of the poor, for the relief of 
the distress of one’s friends, and for bestow- 
ing help upon those who come in and out of 
one’s ‘house (as merchants or tradesmen), 
same as the above. 
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(d) To take one who* is in distress, as described 
above, into one’s* own household and to 
nourish. Mm there, one good for each day. 

11. To see or bear of sorrow and to condole or com- 
fort, one good. 

12. To put the rice down and sell it cheap to sufferers, 
from famine, one good for each hundred sen in value. 

13. To feed the hungry, one good for each meal. 

Note; (a) To give a cup of hot water or tea to the 

thirsty, one good for ten drinks. 

(b) To give warmth to the cold and lodging for 
one night, one good. 

(e) To give one garment i^added mth cotton, 
one good. 

(d) To give a pine torch or a lantern to a man 
on a dark night, one good for each man. 

(e) To give a grass overcoat to a man when it is 
raining, same as the above. 

14. To give food to birds or beasts, one good for two 
meals. 

15. For cancelliiag a debt for gold or silver loaned, one 
good for each hundred^sen. 

Note: (a) To relinquish claim on money loaned after 
one has paid interest on it from year to year, 
if the borrower be financially straitened, one 
good for each two hundred sen. 

However, for relinquishment of one’s 
claim for principal after suing the man at 
law and failing to get it because he is a bank- 
rupt, there is no merit. 

16. To release domestic animals, cattle and horses, ser- 
vants and employees, when they are suffering from fatigue 
to- give them time for rest, one good for each. 

17. To pay the funeral expenses of those who are uii- 
abte to i^y their own, one good for each hundred sen bestow- 
ed. 
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18. To bury the bones of a naan's body that lias been 
thrown away, ten goods for each corpse. 

Note; (a) To bury the corpse that has been thrown 
away, twenty goods for each corpse. 

(b) To give ground and burial to one, twenty 
goods for each corpse. 

However, it is no merit to take rent from 
land leased for this purposse. 

(c) To repair the neglected condition of the 
tombs of noted men, or of Buddhist pagodas, 
one good for one hundred sen contributed. 

19. To put rough or muddy roads in good condition 
so that passage Avill l)econie easy, one good for a hundred sen. 

Note: (a) To dig Avells or make ponds convenient for 
the people or to bridge streams or to provide 
ferries, one good for one hundred sen. 

However, if rental is charged for bridges 
or ferries thus provided, there is no merit. 

20. To obey tliose Avho are over one and to havi* mercy 
on those ivho are under liim, one good for each person. 

Note: (a) Tn spite of his mistakes, to show mercy to an 
employee and cause him to fulfill Ms duties,, 
ten goods. 

However, to receive a bribe is not a good. 

(b) To ])ear AAuth those who are under one’s am 
thority and not treat them cruelly, the same 
as the above. 

21. To look upon the. people as one would look upon 
his oAvn children and to do nothing contrary to their in- 
terests, one good for each act, 

22. To give liberty to one’s concubines, ten goods for 
each person released. 
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Note: (a) In case slie becomes a bride elsewhere, to 
give money for the wedding expenses, one 
good for each hundred sen. 

(b) To retxirn men or women one has purchased, 
aiul not to claim the money paid out for them, 
one good for each hundred sen. 


III. Acts coward the Three Precious Ones (Buddha^ 
Law and Priesthood.) 

1. For contribution toward the maldng of an image to 
founders of sects, Bodhisattvas or Buddhas, one good for 
eacli Jiundred sen. 

Fote: (a) Poo? eonrtribution for the coinstruction 

images of wise men, sages and divinities, one 
good for each two hundred sen. 

(b) To repair fallen or damaged images, same 
as preceding. 

2. To contribute for making type for printing tbe 
scriptures,^" one, good for each hundred sen. 

Note: (a) For the printing of books concerning the 
Man and Deva Two Vehicle Doctrine, one 
good two hundred sen. 

(h) Tlie contribution of type, the same. 

However, if compensation is taken, then ’ 
there is no merit. 

3. To eoiitribute for the construction of pagodas, tem- 
ples or tlieir equipment, one good for each hundred sen. 

Note : (a) (Jontrihution of land, one good for each hund- 
red sen of the price of the land. 

‘ (b) For the construction of shrines for good 
divinities, one" good for each two hundred 
sen. 


Kyoxitsur Ml (Sutras, Vinayas and Sastras.) 
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4. For joresentatioii of incense and oil, one good for 
■each Imndred sen. 

5. To welcome tlie eoimnandmeiits of a Bosatsu, foi’ty 
•goods. 

Note: (a) For Hinayana eommaudments, thirty goods. 

(b) For the ten conimandinents, twenty goods. 

(c) For the hve commandments, five goods. 

6. For the interpretation of the Mahayana scriptures,"^ 
fifty goods for each volume. Though the number of volumes 
may be large, the maximum limit of merit in this respect is 
fifteen hundred goods. 

Note: (a) For the Two Vehicle Doctrine and the Man 
and Deva books, ten goods for one rolume. 
But, however great the number of volumes, 
merit will not exceed three hundred goods. 

However, if the interpretations are pre- 
judiced or unfaithful, there is no merit to 
be reckoned. 

7. To become the author of a book on Buddhist teach 
ing, fifteen goods for one volume. However great the num- 
ber of volumes written, merit cannot (Exceed five hundred 
goods. 

Note: (a) To write a book on secular teaching, ten 
goods for one volume. However great the 
number of volumes, meiut cannot exceed one 
hundred goods. 

However, to expound that which is un- 
profitable to men is not meritorious. 

8. To read the scriptures for Buddhists, friends, parents 
or one\s superiors, two goods for each volume. 

Note: (a) To repeat the name of Buddha, two goods 
for one thousand times. 

(b) To worship Buddha, two goods for a hundred 
times. 


* Kyoritsuron (Sutras, Vinayas, and Sastras.) 
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However, to receive gifts for this is not 
meritorious. 

(c) To worship a hundred times, repeat the name 
of Buddha a thousand times, and to read one^ 
volume, for one’s own sake, one good for eaelr 
of these. 

9. For the sake of lords and masters, parents and all 
other living beings, to provide for Buddhist offices, one good, 
for every hundred sen of expenses contributed. 

Note: (a) To go on the platform and contribute a ser- 
mon, three goods for one time. 

However, if paid for the sermon, it is 
without merit. 

(b) To contribute money in order that prayers, 
may be offered in time of social calamities,, 
one good for each hundred sen. 

10. For expounding to hearers the Yinaya Scrix)tures. 
of Mahayana Buddhism, one good for an audience of five.. 
The maximum limit of merit, one hundred goods. 

Note: (a) To expound the Two Vehicle Doctrine, or 
Man and Deva Doctrine, one good for each, 
three persons. Highest limit of merit, eighty 
goods. 

However, to do this for material reward’ 
or for the sake, of reputation, no merit. 

11. To go to places where the law is interpreted and. 
to give serious attention thereto, one good for each time. 

12. "When priests come to your house and ask for some- 
thing to eat and you contribute food to them, one good for * 
each three priests. 

Note: (a) If they come upon your invitation, one good’ 
for two priests. 

(b) If you take the food to the temple for tlie- 
priests to eat, one good for one iDiiest. 

(e) If one with a true heart invites a priest to 
his house, pays him honour and gives hini’ 
food to eat, five goods to one priest. 
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However, if the priest should keep coui- 
iug and eating and you give to him because 
you can not help it, no merit. 

13. To help priests, one good for one person. If the 
l)riest be not a good man, there is no merit in helping him. 

14. If one embraces the wise teachings of a Buddha 
and raises up young priests who sexwe the people with profit, 
fifty goods for each priest raised up. 

Note: (a) If the disciple be one of good conduct and 
clear understanding of duty, ten goods for 
each disciple. 

(b) If the disciple understands, duty -and does 
not practise good or if he practises good and 
does not understand duty, five goods for each 
disciple. 


IV. Miscellaneous Groods 

1. To decline with pure intention to take money that 
. 'Oiie should not take, one good for each liuudred sen. 

Note: (a) To decline to receive what one might well 
receive, two goods for each hundred sen. 
(b) If one who does this is in a condition of 
poverty, three goods for each hundred sen. 

2. For men and women to keep tlie Way and not yield 
to passion, fifty goods. 

3. To return faithfully without fail what one has bor- 
rowed from another, one good. 

4. To pay the debts of another man in his stead, one 
•good for each hundred sen. 

5. If there be a bestowal of mountain, forest or fields, 
•or of crops, one good for each hundred sen. 

6. To practise the occupation of one’s house and to 
lead with firmness one’s wife and children in the right way, 
one good for each deed. 


* Sexual passion. 
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Note : (a) For coutrolling with care household servants, 
maids and manservants, observing the proper 
proprieties without becoming angry and 
scolding them harshly and explaining to 
them that they may understand well what 
their duties are and guiding them in a way 
that will make their souls better, one act 
one good. 

7. To persuade a man for good and cause him to loosen 
his purse strings in benevolence thereby increasing his store 
of good and merit, for each hundred sen given by him one 
good. 

However, if one causes by means of his 
own wealth or prestige aaiother to contribute 
money, there is no merit. 

8. To stop proceedings in behalf of one who is to be 
tried for his life and secure mercy for him, ten goods. 

Note: (a) To bring about reconciliation and apology 
between persons who quarrel, one good. 

However, if one receives a present for 
doing this, there is no merit. 

0. Speaking virtuons words such for example as when 
the Chinese say, ‘^Heaven knows, earth knows, I know and 
you know.’’^ 

10. To see good in others and do it yourself, one good 
for each deed. 

Note: (a) To see error in'^others and reform oneself, one 
good for each act. 

11. In conference with others, not to press one’s own 
personal opinion, but to submit to reason, one good for each 
occasion. 

12. To- utilize good men, ten goods for each man used. 

Note; (a) For each bad man put in the background, 

ten goods for each man. 

(b) For praising the good in a man and urging 
him to do still better, one good for each man. 


* There is no merit indicated here. 
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(c) For not making fun of the mistakes of others 
and for not ridiculing the evil of others, one 
good for each act. 

(d) For checking a man who is speaking evil of 
others, five goods for each instance. 

13. For respect shown to sages and good men and 
reading or causing to be read the serip)tures, after they are 
dead, five goods for one man.^ 

Note: (a) For stopping one who is reviling another, 
five goods. 

14. To admonish a man and cause his evil heart to 
become good by self-renewal, ten goods for each person. 

Note: (a) To cause a man to succeed in the occupation 
of his house, ten goods. 

(b) To cause a man to carry his intellectual edu- 
cation to completion, twenty goods. 

(e) To cause a man to pex^fect his moral educa- 
tion, twenty goods. 

15. To c^use your friend to practise righteousness and 
to cherish his friendship in your heart and whether it be 
known or not to remain without change, ten goods. 

However, of this kind an example is the 
placing of the sword upon a tree at the grave 
of one Kitatsu.\ 

Note: (a) To abide by one's contract without change 
and to do the right thing even at the hazard 
of one’s life, one hundred goods. 

(b) After money is committed to one as a trust, 
no matter how many years may have elapsed, 
for the fulfillment of the obligation and per- 
formance of the right, one good for each 
hundred sen. 


* Reading the ritual for the dead. 

-J- According to the story, the friend coveted Kitalsu’s sword, but did not 
make loiown liis desire. When Kitatsu returned and found his friend dead, 
he placed his sword upon the tree. The point is friendship is of the heart. 
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16. When one is favoured and does not forget this but 
makes a return, one good for each act. 

Note: (a) If the return is greater than the favour, ten 
goods. 

(b) Not to return resentment, for each instance 
one good. 

However, it is not to be considered a 
good if one makes return for favours shown 
in an unrighteous way. 

17. To wear clothes wliieh have been mended, two 
goods. 

Note: (a) To wear i^laiii clothes, one good. 

However, if one wears mended or plain 
clothes because of necessity, it is not a good. 

(b) If such garments are worn for the good 
impression made on others in one’s favour, 
it is not a good. 

18. If one who eats meat reduces the amount eaten, 
■one good for each meal. 

Note: (a) One aaIio does not eat meat and yet wdio re- 
duces the amount of his food, for one meal, 
two goods. 

However, if one who has not the means 
of good living lives on a small amount, it is 
not a good. 

19. Tt) >see butchering done and yet decline to eat, one 
good. 

Note: (a) To hear that butchering ha^ been done and 
not to eat, one good. 

(b) To halt one in the act of butchering for a 
feast for oneself and not to eat, one good. 

20. To hear the unreasonableness of others, for one 
ease, three goods. 

21. To find something, seek out its dwner and return 
it, one good for every hundred sen of the value. 

22. To put tlie hlame on self and to give others credit 
for mexdt, two goads for every instance. 
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23. AVhen one’s fortune is good or evil, to accept it 
with resignation as one’s fate, trusting to heaven without 
desire, ten goods for each instance. 

24. To- think always of that which will be to the ad- 
vantage of others and not of one’s o^vn interest in regard 
to land or dwellings, one day one good. 

25. Though one loses his own i^roperty, if he exerts 
himself to promote the prosperity of others, fifty goods. 

26. To he submissive when one suffers the loss of his 
'Owm possession and not to blame others or show resentment 
t O'Ward heaven, .three goods for each ease. 

27. To suppress an evil desire to kill a victim, five 
goods. 

28. To present one with a book which teaches how 
to preserve and prolong life, for each copy, five goods. 

Note : (a) To give medicine to relieve sickness, one good 
for five remedies. 

However, to receive recompense for the 
relief givOn is not a good. To give a remedy 
against reason Avhich has not been tried is 
not a good. 

21), To pick np scraps of paper by the roadside, with 
writing on them, so that the characters will not become 
stained, one good for every thousand characters.^^ 

30. One who has wealth and influence and who* yet 
•does not make a show of these in his use of them, but who 
practises economy and is contented with his position, ten 
goods for each case. 

31. To forego authority or xflace to which one is en- 
titled, ten goods. 

32. To receive had money from others and not to- pass 
it on wdien one knows it is bad, but to put it aside, three 
goods. 


No scrap of paper, especially paper -wliicli has been written on, is left 
lying by tbe w^ay in China. Such carelessness would not be in accord with 
tbe right attitude toward learning. 
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Supplementary 

1, To save a man’s life, one hundred goods. 

2. To teach others what is good and evil, five goods 
for each man taught, • 

Note: (a) To advance others and lead them to act with 
discrimination as tO' faults, and merits, fifty 
goods for each man. 


PART II 

I. SECTION ON FAULTS 

1. Lack of Loyalty and Filial Piety 

1. To support your father and mother without rever* 
encing them, one instance, one fault. 

Note: (a) Not to listen to advice of father or mother, 
one instance, one fault. 

(b) -When opposed by father or mother with 
anger, to become angry in one’s own heart,, 
one fault. 

(e) To show anger in one’s face outwardly and 
to oppose them with violent words, ten faults. 

(d) To he indifferent toward objects loved by 
one’s parents, one instance, ten faults. 

(e) Not to attend to burial obsequies of mother 
or father, one instance, ten faults. 

(f) Not to protest wlieii one should protest 
against his father or mother’s error, one 
instance, one fault. 

2. Not to serve one’s step-father and step-mother, 
foster-father, and foster-mother, grandfather and grand- 
mother, father-in-law and mother-in-law, one instance, one 
fault. 
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3. To serve one’s master without singleness of heart, 
one case, one fault. 

Note: (a) Not to protest to one’s master when protest 
should be made, for a small matter, one fault 5 
large matter, ten faults ; extraordinary mat- 
ter, fifty faults. 

4. Not to observe the prohibitions of the country’s lord,, 
one instance, one f anlt. 

4. Disrespect towards one \s teacher, one day one fault. 

Note: (a) Not to put into imactice the teacher’s good 
instruction, for each word one fault. 

(b) To antagonize one’s teacher, thirty faults. 

However, if the teacher is unreasonable, 
antagonism is not a fault. 

6 . To become angered and engage in strife with one’s- 
brother, one instance two faults. 

Note: (a) If a half brother, for each instance, three 
faults. 


2. Lack of Benevolence and Piety 

1, Not to rescue one from serious illness who might 
be rescued, for each person two faults. 

Note: (a) If the disease is light, for each person one 
fault. ^ 

However, if one be poor or if there be 
a reason which makes it difficult to rescue 
the person from illness, it is not a fault. 

2 . To mix medicines and produce a poison, five faults. 

Note: (a) If one’s intention he to inflict hurt 011 an- 
other, one hundred faults. 

(b) If one destroys (with poison) the life of 
another, one hundred faults. 

(c) If the man poisoned should recover, fifty 
faults. 
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3. To inflict tmlawful piiuisiimeut, for each time, ten 
faults. 

Note: (a) To beat an innocent person with stripes, for 
each stripe one fault. 

4. For parents to drown a new-born child, for each 
life, one Imndred faults. 

Note: (a) To produce a])ortion, for one life eighty 
faults. 

5. If an officer should know that a person who is 
being accused and tried is innocent and take no steps to clear 
him and the accused is condemned to capital punishment, 
eighty faults. 

Note: (a) If the punishment be severe beating, eight 
faults. 

(b) Light beating, four faults. 

(e) If the man is condemned to capital punish- 
ment through bribery, one hundred faults. 

6. To cherish ill will in one’s heart and the intention 
of iiillicting harm on another, one fault for each person. 

Note: (a) If the intention is carried into effect, one 
person ten faults. 

7. To murder a man, one hundred faults for each life. 

Note: (a) If the man recovers from his injury, eighty 
faults. 

(b) To incite othei;;s to murder, same number of 
faults. 

8. To kill cattle, horses and other beasts used in the 
service of man, one life twenty faults. 

Note : (a) To kill inadvertently, five faults. 

(b) To kill a beast which is of no use to man, ten 
faults for each life. 

(e) To spare or flatter men for killing, the same. 

(d) To kill for ordinary food, the same. 

(e) To feed beasts and sell them to he killed, 
the same. 
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(f) To kill for sacrifices to the gods, the same. 

(g) To kill for medicinal purposes, the same. 

(h) To feed silkworms is the same as feeding, 
and killing beasts. 

(i) To kill the same inadvertently, two faults. 

(j) To' kill a small beast, one life one fault. 

(k) To kill a small beast inadvertently, ten beasts- 
one fault. 

(l) To kill very small insignillcant beings, ten. 
lives one fault. 

(m) To kill the same inadvertently, twenty lives 
one fault. 

(n) To cause others to kill is the same as killing 
by one's self. 

10. To kill snakes, i^ats, and other animals injurious to. 
man, one life one fault. 

Nbte: (a) To kill inadvertently, ten lives one fault. 

11. Not to prevent the killing of an animal, half the 
faults of the above. 

Howev^, if one interferes and fails, it is . 
no fault. 

Note : (a) If he fails to prevent the killing and yet does • 
not feel pity, two faults. 

12. To sell for butchery an ox of the plow or a riding , 
horse or a v’utch dog, after these have grown old, a great 
life ten faults, a small life five faults. 

13. 'When it is not one’s duty to kill animals, and yet- 
one kills them, the fault is double that in the f oregoing ease. . 

Note: (a) To buy secretly the same. 

14. To put a living thing in the pot to cook for food’, 
and kill by cooking alive, and thereby to cause cruel suffer- 
ing, for one life twenty faults. 

15. To siDort witli hawks, to hunt with dogs, to catch 
fish, to shoot birds and to inflict injury ou these without 
killing them, for each living thing, five faults. 

Note: (a) If the thing die from the injury, the same^ 
as stated in the killing of animals. 
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(b) To dig out insects from their winter hiber- 
nation, tO' surprise birds sleeping on their 
roosts at night, to dig into holes, destroy nests 
and eggs which contain the young, the same 
as the above. 

However, in building bridges, making, 
roads, constructing towers and pagodas and 
such like works, for good ends, if unavoid- 
ably these things be done, there is no fault. 
Still one who is under the necessity of doing 
these things should be very penitent and as 
far as possible make restitution. 

16. To put a bird in a cage and nourish it there under 
■^uch cruel conditions, one fault for each day.^' 

17. To look upon one who is dying and not feel grief, 
one fault. 

18. To see relatives or friends in need and not to extend 
a heli>ing hand to relieve their hunger, or to provide food 
or shelter, one fault for each person. 

However, if I myself am very poor, it 
is not a fault. 

19. To make fun of children or old people or fools or 
■sick persons or deaf or blind, ten faults for each person. 

20. To see another’s grief or sulfering and not to 
sjieak words of comfort, one fault. 

Note: (a) To delight in seeing this, two faults. 

(h) To increase another’s suffering who is thus 
looked upon in the state of suffering, five 
faults. 

(c) To rejoice to see another suffer loss upon 
loss, two faults. 

21. In time of famine not to bestow rice, but on the 
'Contrary to ask a high price for it, fifty faults. 

Note: (a) To prevent the sale of rice under such cir- 
cumstances on the part of others, the same. 


* Sucli birds as are released at funerals. 
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212. To coerce a poor man to wliom one has loaned 
money and secure his conviction, five faults. 

23. To use men, cattle and horses incessantly and un- 
leasonably without a feeling of pity for them, one time ten 
faults. 

Note: (a) In addition to this, to beat them, one fault 
for each stroke. 

21. To open up a grave and throw a man’s bones about, 
for each place dug up fifty faults. 

Note: (a) To level down a burying xolaee on the hill- 
side into a field, ten faults for each place. 

(b) To resort to authority and cause the sale 
of the fields or houses of 'Another, ten faults 
for every hundred sen in value. 

(c) To acquire property at a low price for one- 
self by forced sale, one fault for every hund- 
red, sen in value. 

25. To destroy or obstruct highways and prevent the 
passage of men, cattle and horses, five faults for each day. 

Note: (a) To injure or destroy bridges, ferries, wells 
or stopping places, the same. 

26. For higher officers to prevent the rise and pro- 
motion of officers below them, thirty faults for each person 
hindered. 

Note: (a) To prevent the rise of lower officials by im*- 
moral methods, fifty faults. 

27. To treat oppressively lower officials on the part of 
higher officials, thirty faults -for each person oppressed. 

‘28. To neither give one’s concubine a discharge nor 
-cease to keep her shut up at home, one fault for each person. 

Note: (a) To have evil designs toward one’s wife or 
children, for each person designed against, 
fifty faults. 



762 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OP JAPAN 


3, Evil Deeds Connected with the Three Honorable Ones^ 
(Bnddha, Law and Priesthood) 

1. For injuring an image of a Buddlia or a Bodiiisatva,. 
two faults for every Imudred sen damage. 

Note: (a) For injury to images of devas, good divini- 
ties, sages and scholars, one fault for every 
hundred sen damage. 

However, it is not a fault if the injury 
be to images of heretics and false gods. 

2. For mockery of Buddha or an apostle, five faults 
for each word. 

Note; (aj In case of devas, sages, one fault for each, 
word. 

However, if this be done with sincerity 
or good motives, in order to rescue a man. 
from error, it is no fault,"^ 

3. To let the time for worshii^ of a Buddha go b}" 
unobserved, one fault. 

However, if this be due to sickness or 
unavoidable duty, it is not a fault. 

Note: (a) If the time for worsliip be lost because of 
licentiousness or drinking; five faults. 

(b) If the time be lost on one of the six festival 
days, the fault is doubled. 

However, the six festival days are set 
apart especially for the observance by the- 
lay families, and therefore the rule is as. 
stated. The six days are the eighth, four- 
teenth, fifteenth, twenty-third, twenty-ninth 
and thirtieth days of the month. On short 
months, the twenty-eighth is added. 

* The Zen Sect has freq^uently become iconoclastic to which reference 
may be made here. 
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4. For injury to temples, pagodas, Buddhist saered 
implements and yessels and the like, one fault for every 
hundred sen value. 

Note: (a) To. one indicting such injury without inter- 
fering to prevent it, five faults. 

(b) On the contrary to aid such a one, ten faults. 
If the injury inflicted be to the slirines of 
devas and divinities, one fault for every two 
hundred sen. 

However, if it be the shrines of heretical 
divinities by which men are led astray, it 
is not a fault. 

5. If land is sold, dedicated to saered usages, one fault 
for every hundred sen. 

Note: (a) For selling movable property belonging to a 
temple, the same, 

6. For destroying the scriptures (a sutra) two faults 
for every hundred sen. 

Note: (a) For destroying a Man and Deva treatise 
(Sastra), of the Two Vehicle Doctrine, five 
faults for each word. 

8. To know and enjoy the law selfishly without teach- 
ing it tO' others, ten faults. 

However, if it be because of inability 
to teacln it is not a fault. 

(a) To prevent tlie propagation of the good law 
by putting obstacles in the way, ten faults. 

However, if it he a heretical or a mis- 
taken opinion, it is not a fault. 

(b) Even in the ease of a good law, if it he a 
time when it should be ^concealed, it is not 
a fault not to teach it. 

8. In reading the scriptures to misread one word, one 
fault. 

Note: (a) To skip one word in reading, one faxilt. 
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(b) To think of something else while reading, 
five faults. 

(c) To have evil thoughts while reading the 
scriptures, ten faults. 

(d) To speak of something else while reading the 
scriptures, five faults. 

(e) To speak of something else that is good while 
reading the scriptures, one fault. 

(f) To read without observing the rules of pro- 
piuety and with slovenliness and light mind- 
edness, five faults. 

(gj To feel anger while reading the scriptures, 
ten faults. 

(h) To scold another person while reading the 
scriptures, twenty faults. 

(i) To strike another person while reading the 
scriptures, thirty faults. 

9. To produce a spurious scripture (Sutra), and publish 
the same, ten faults for each volume. 

10. In expounding the law to follow one’s own mind 
and to contradict the views of the Buddhist founders and 
teachers, one fault for every five persons hearing the ex- 
position. 

11. To write books on salacious, popular subjects, or 
lover’s books, one fault for each time, 

12. To teach to others the use of foxes or wicked 
devices, or medicines to produce abortion or other evil 
methods, twenty faults for each device taught. 

13. A family which declines to give food to a priest 
when requested to do so, one fault for each person. 

However, if the family declines because 
they have no food in the house, it is not 
a fault. 

Note: (a) Not only to refuse to give food, but to scold 
and put the priest to shame, three faults. 

However, if it he a priest making the 
refusal, the fault is double. 
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14. To support an evil disciple and not expel liim, fifty 
-faults for each disciple. 

Note: (a) Not to correct the offense of a disciple, one 
fault for a small offense, ten faults for a great 
offense. 


4. Miscellaneous IVCisdoings 

1. To take money which should not he taken, one fault 
-for one hundred sen.- 

Note: (a) If the money is taken by a rich man, two 
faults for a hundred sen. For illicit inter- 
course committed upon relatives, nuns or 
chaste women of good standing, eighty faults. 

(b) If committed in the thoughts of the heart and 
not in outward conduct, ten faults. 

(c) If with a daughter of a good family, forty 
faults. 

(d) If in thought with the daughter of a good 
house, five faults. 

■(e) If with a servant, ten faults. 

(f) If with a courtesan, five faults. 

However, if between parents and child- 
ren, it is a matter which needs no discussion 
as being beyond the fixing of limits. 

(g) In the case of priests -who commit any of 
these faults, without distinction as tp the 
person with whom the offense is committed, 
whether high or low, eighty faults. 

(h) For a pries^to cherish the thought in his 
heart, ten faults. 

2. To put young men or immoral women in one’s house 
Tor illicit purposes, fifty faults for each person. 

3. To steal property or money, for one quantity of 
one sen in value, one fault. Above these amounts, for each 
hundred sen value, one fault. 
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Kote: (aj To deceive an official in the payment in kind. 

of land tax, one fault for every hundred sen. 
(b) If by means of authority, there be fraud 
practised, ten faults for every hundred sen 
in value. 

4. If a bribe ])e taken for -vyhieh a man is promoted 
or for which his crimes are winked at, one fault for every 
hundred sen. 

Note: (a) To receive a bribe and in consequence to 
dismiss an official or to bring false charge- 
against some one, ten faults for evexy hund- 
red sen of the value of the bribe. 

5. To borrow gold or silver from some one and not re- 
turn it, one fault for every hundred sen. 

- Note: (a) To borrow gold or silver and to covet the 
death of the lender, ten faults. 

6. To make the measures and balances light wdien sell- 
ing and heavy when buying, according to the value of the 
article, one fault one hundred sen. 

7. Not to promote a man of merit, five faults. 

Note: (a) On the contraiy, to put such one lower down, . 

ten faults. 

(b) To see evil and not withdraw from the place, 
five faults. 

(e) On the contimiy, to become an accomplice' 
and render aid, ten faults. 

(d) To conceal the meritsi of a good man, one 
fanlt for each instance. 

(e) To parade a man^s evils, the same. 

However, if jinavoidably in the case of 
litigation, one speaks in acco-rdanee mth 
reason of the faults and evils of others, it 
is not a fault. 

(f) If a man^s evils are spoken of in order to 
remove evil or save the man, it is not a 
fault. 
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8. To seek out the mistakes of the aiicieiit sages and 
•to put forth new views, one fault for each word. 

• Note: (a) To contradict reason, ten faults for each 
word. 

(b) To write novels or comic x^oenis and ridicule 
good iDersons, therein defaming them, thirty- 
faults for eaeli instance. 

(c) To gossip about a person concerning matters 
Yvdiieh should be kept secret, Avithout know- 
ing the truth or falseness of the matter in 
question, ten faults for each instance. 

(d) To represent as a fact what has no founda- 
tion in reality, fifty faults. 

(e) In order to Avrite evil things eoneeming a 
man, to put doAvn things which are partly 
true and partly false, tw^enty faults. 

(f) To write what is wholly false, fifty faults. 

However, if Avithout exaggeration and 
for the public good and to i-emove evil, such 
is not a fault. 

b. To instigate that Avhieh may become a peril to 
human life, thirty faults. 

10. To use for one’s self money contributed for meri- 
torious purposes, one hundred sen, one fault. 

Note : (a) If contributed for the Buddha, Law or Priest- 
hood, ten sen one fault. 

(b) If used for a good purpose, but different from 
that which Avas in the mind of the donor, one 
hundred sen one fault. 

11. To take sides in a quarrel and thereby promote 
the strife, one fault. 

Note: (a) To foster strife l)etAveeii parents and child- 
ren and between brothers or sisters in the 
family, thirty faults. 

(b) To obstruct Avith a view to preventing the 
marriage of persons, five faults. 
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Hov/ever, if there be reason for in’event- 
ing the marriage, intei^ferenee is not a fault. 

12. To speak words deleterious to one’s moral charact- 
er, ten faults for each word. 

However, as an illustration, the words 
of Soso in China, who said, ‘^Though I may 
oppose others, others should not oppose me,” 
apply. 

13 . A lie spoken in order to cheat a man, one fault 
for each instance. 

N'ote: (a) If the lie results in injury to others, ten 
faults. 

14. To see good in others and not imitate it, one fault 
for each time. 

Note : (a) To fall into error and not coi^rect it, one fault 
for each instance. 

(b) To' gloss over an error and not to listen to 
correction, but on the contrary, enter into 
contention, two faults. 

However, if such conduct be to'wards 
parents-, lords and masters, teachers and other 
persons above one, ten faults. 

15. In consultations and conferences to hold tenaci- 
ously to one’s own opinions and ignore the opinions of others, 
one fault for each occasion. 

16. To cause your wife and children to have a teacher 
and not to interfere when their teacher is misleading them, 
one fault for each time. 

Note: (a) In the ease of one’s retainers and servants,, 
the fault is the same. 

IT. Though one may be a man of superior parts, not to 
learn from him, five faults. 

Note: (a) To decline to associate with those Avho excels 
yourself, two faults. 

(b) On the contrary, to ridicule and defame such 
persons, ten faults. 
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18. To revile your superiors in authority and to speak 
evil concerning them, ten faults. 

Note : (a) If he be your equal, five faults. 

(b) If your inferior in office, one fault. 

(c) If the evil words spoken are against a sage, 
one hundred faults. 

(d) If against learned men and gentlemen, ten 
faults. 

19. To induce others, by your teaching, to commit evil, 
two faults for each time. 

Note: (a) To teach men such great evils as disloyalty 
or want of filial piety, fifty faults for each 
time. 

(b) To see evil in others and not admonish them, 
thirty faults. If it be a small matter, one 
fault. 

However, if the man be self-wdlled and 
decline to receive admonition, it is not a fault. 

20. To write a popular song and to give thereby an 
evil name to another, five faults for each person defamed. 

21. To tell lies, one fault for each lie. 

Note: (a) To pretend that one fully understands the 
way, when he does not, and teach and mis- 
lead others, fifty faults for each deception. 

22. For breach of contract, if a small matter, one fault 
for each instance, and ten faults for each great violation. 

Note: (a") For failing to account for treasures held in 
trust, one fault for each hundred sen in value. 

• 23. Not to show gratitude for favours done one, one 
fault for each instance. 

Note: (a) If one, on the contrary, i^esents evils done to 
him, the same. 

(b) To show resentment in an undue degi^ee be- 

^ cause of anger, ten faults. 

(c) To covet evil concerning one whO’ is envious 
of self, one fault. 
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(d) To rejoice wlieii liearing tliat one envious 
of oneself lias met witli destruetioiT, one fault. 

24. To eat desh, one fault for each time. 

Note: (a) To eat meat wliicli in particular one should 
not eat; twO' faults for each eating. 

However, this refers to meat bought in 
the market. If it be meat killed by oneself, 
tile fault is to be determined as under the 
heading of taking life. 

25. To diunk on an occasion when a consultation 
or conference for evil purposes is being held, six faults for 
-each pint (go). 

(b) To drink Mi/rr witiiout reason* for drinking 
it, one fault. 

However, if it be as a tonic to pai'ents 
or for the entertainment of guests or for 
medicinal purposes, ^^alce drinking is not a 
fault. 

26. To open a store for the selling of saJi:e and fish and 
to attract people there and cause them to eat and drink, one 
fault for each person attracted. 

27. If one eats one of the five spices or peppers, one 
fault for each eating. 

Note: (a) If one reads the scriptures immediately after 
eating pepper or spice, one fault for each 
volume. 

28. To eat meat on a sacred day, two faults for each 
eating. 

Note: (a) After eating meat, to appear before the 
images of Buddha or at the temples, one 
fault. 

(b) To drink salce and eat spices at the same time, 
tln^ same as before. 

% 

29. To put ou apparel, luiduly gay, one fault for each 
garment. To eat delicacies, one fault for each eating. 
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However, if these things be done in the 
honour of parents, it is not a fault.. If in 
making offerings to the Buddha images or 
to the gods, one’s offerings exceed his cir- 
cumstances, it is an instance of extravag- 
ance. 

30. Rice and the other of the five cereals are gifts from 
heaven. To treat these lightly or handle them carelessly, 
■one fault for every hundred sen in value. 

31. To deal in deadly weapons or gambling devices and 
to sell these to men, one fault for every hundred sen in value. 

32. Not to return to the ovmer articles found, one 
fault for every hundred sen in value. 

33. To give oneself credit for all successes, and to at- 
tribute to others all failures, two faults for each instance. 

34. To seek out many inventions under the promptings 
of selfishness and to neglect the righteous and moral way, 
ten faults for each instance. 

35. In social intercourse, to think of oneself and not to 
think of the convenience of others, one fault for each day. 

36. 'When others are suffering the loss of their property, 
for one to be complacent, saying that he himself is safe 
.and his house secure, fifty faults. 

37. To be indifferent as to whether paper with writ- 
ing on it is thrown! away or not, one fault for each ten 
•characters of the wanting. 

38. "When one suffers loss or meets with adversity, not 
to reflect upon his owm errors, hut to blame other men, and 
to be envious of Buddha, three faults for each ease. 

39. To use money which one knows is counterfeit, three 
faults for each hundred sen. 

Supplementary 

1. Not to offer incense, not to keep the sacred grounds 
clean, and not to worship the Buddhist images, and still to 
frequent the temples, five faults. 
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Note rd) To eat meat in Buddhist temples, ten faults. 

2. "To take presents to officials in authority as bribes 
in order to promote some one or to lighten the offenses of 
others, one fault for every five hundred sen in value of the 
present. 

Note : (a) To encourage a person to fail or to commit 
sin, even if the person does not go to the 
length of failing or committing sin, or whe- 
ther the sin be light or serious, ten faults for 
every thirty days. 

3. To promote one’s OAvn success and to be indifferent 
to furthering the success of others, one fault for every thirty 
days. 

However, if you encourage another in 
the direction of success, and he does not at- 
tain thereto, it is not a fault. 


PART III 

A, Supplement Giving in Outline the General Significance 
of Faults and Virtues. 

1. Men in the world wliethei^ higli or low should govern 
their desires according to their respective stations in life. 
When something is desired, if it be the occasion of painful 
anxiety to the mind and suffering to the body, it need not 
be pursued until realized. Or when praying to Buddhas or 
making oath before heaven, covering a period of a hundred 
or a thousand days, it is not necessary to wait for the matur- 
ing of these. Simply let one with his soul observe these 
rules concerning virtues and faults, accumulating the good 
to the extent of five hundred or one thousand or three thou- 
sand or even ten thousand points; if accumulated to this 
degree, suffering will be ob'dated and whatever desire or 
hope one may have, it will be realized. 
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2. The one who practises these rules regarding merit, 
when appearing before the Buddha in whom he believes, 
should confess all past sins, offer ui) prayers and vows and 
express his desires and petitions. Nevertheless, as a return 
for blessings asked, it is better first to practise three thou- 
sand goods Mid to make a vow that one will make requital for 
the blessings of the gods and Buddha. And from the day 
of the vow, one should meditate uiDon the numerous good 
deeds set forth in this record, and to the best of his activity 
perform good works; and every day, Avheii going lo bed, 
wufite down the good and evil of the day, according to the 
chart. On the first day of each month, one should appear 
before Buddha and make confession concerning the good 
and evil practised during the preceding month. Supposing 
that one had committed three evils j if also he had practised 
three goods, evil would be extinguished. Supposing he had 
])ractised five goods and committed five evils, then all the 
goods would be extinguished. Supposing that he had prac- 
tised ten goods and committed eight evils, he would have 
only two goods to his credit. Though the good deed be one, 
if the result for good he three-fold, it should be reckoned 
as three goods. If the good result be five-fold, it should be 
reckoned as five goods, and so on." Even if one good result 
in a hundred-fold good, it is to be reckoned as one hundred 
goods. In the ease of evil, it is the same. If as it is set forth 
in the foregoing pages, calculation he made, in the space 
of three years or five years or seven years or ten years, one 
can mature the root of merit to the extent of three thousand 
goods. If the purposes indeed be sincere, even though the 
three thousand goods be not fully realized, one’s desires will 
bo fulfilled. If these three thousand goods he presented to 
Buddha, as a thank offering, tlieu after his desire is granted, 
lie will be stimulated to a quick and rapid realization of the 
three thousand goods. After the three thousand goods have 
been realized, then one should seek enlightenment and say 
mass before Buddha. 


* The reference is to indirect results of a good deed. 
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Enryolian said, '‘Wlieu I met Uukokue lie said, 

'Fate (Temmei) should be determined by self. All mis- 
fortune and good fortune should be sought in the self. The 
fate predetermined in a former life is changed through one's 
actions in the present life, and, ‘as a consequence, fate will 
become changed and will bestow happiness or misery. There 
is no fate which is not determined by our conduct, whether 
good or evil. Therefore, this volume on the rules of merits 
and faults is presented to you witli the desire that your. past 
sins will be confessed, that you may do good hereafter, that 
in everything patience may be exercised, and that you may 
learn how to govern your soul. I fully believed and aeeeiit- 
ed the volume. First of all, I made a vow and I performed 
the three thousand good acts and attained to the realization 
of the great prayer. And after iierforniing an additional 
three thousand good deeds, though by my physiognomy, I 
was to be without offspring, my son, Tenki was born. After 
1 had practised ten thousand good deeds, I was made govern- 
or of the prefecture of llochi. Though by iny fortune, 1 
should liave lived only tifty-three years, I am still rolmst at 
seventy. This is wliolly because my lieart has been sincere 
and my heart j^rayers have been unshakable. How^ many 
hundreds have carried into practice these rules laid down 
in this hook! How many families have obtained riches, it 
•would be impossible to know! Heaven and bell do not 
swerve in the sliglitest from the rules and consequences laid 
•down eoneeming faults and virtues. In other "words, this 
record of virtues and faults is a kind of Ci’eator which brings 
misfortune and dispenses happiness like a God. 

4. This record of virtues and faults, gleamed to me 
with light in the night time. Its written characters w^ere 
luminous like gold and silver in my dreams. Consequently, 
•a second child was born to me. Besides, other things in 
which it has. been efficacious are too numerous to- mention.’ " 

5. If one in a single day accumulates ten or more 
viiTues and continues for a lialf month in this manner with 
singleness of heart, and if without weariness the good he 
pursued, in addition tO' the proportionate number of merits, 
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oue will have to his credit, ten additional meritorious marks. 
This is an expression of the great value to he attached to 
genuine goodness and to deeds of perseverance. Therefore^, 
during this time, if even for one day or two days, there be 
indolence and neglect, at the end of a half month, there* 
will he no extra merit to one^s credit. If there be an average 
of ten merits per day, then at the end of the month, includ- 
ing the additional increase, there will he three hundred 
and twenty merits. If there be certain goods which have- 
ten or twenty merits because of their manifoldness, witliini 
the course of a year, six or seven thousand merits should be 
accumulated. Thus the aecumiilation of good is a very 
easy thing. But evil also is deserving of serious considera- 
tion because a slight mistake is certainly productive of' 
faults. It is necessary to be x^artieular and discriminative 
ill the matter of evil as well as in that of good. 

6. The accumulation of good is by daily practice and 
as it can be done without money and -without price (gold 
and silver) a poor man or woman can easily perform good 
deeds. 

7. To exhort masters and lords and parents and cause- 
them to do good is to perform ten goods. To do this in the 
case -of an ordinary man is one good. The difference in 
merit between these two grows out of the fact that parents, 
and lords look upon those under them lightly and it is more 
difficult therefore to persuade these to- do good than it is 
with persons who are one’s equals. 

8. Extreme forms of vice and cruelty practised are so 
vile as not to adlnit of definite estimation. Such practice is 
not to be found among those "who have sufficient personal 
character to read this book and receive xirofit from it. 
Therefore no record is made of deeds of this nature. 

9. Renehi Daishi said, ^^The present Kwokakaku, as. 
regards its efficacy, has reference to present re\vards. But 
recompense in the world to come is also acquired though 
it cannot be estimated.’^ 
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10. In the foregoing discussion a hundred sen has been 
mentioned in connection with one good or one fault. The 
Teacher, Sorai, said, ‘‘In the currency in the Eiraku reign 
,a hundred mon was equal in value tO' hve hundred mon in the 
present currency.’’ As regards the unit in quantities of 
silk, pongee, linen, cotton etc., the value is to be estimated 
according to the price of each of these. 

11. It being difficult to estimate the good and evil on a 
common basis of such different classes as the rich and poor, 
priests and laymen, it has not been undertaken here further 
than has already been given. Yet eight full classifications 
of goods and faults in accordance Avith'the plan of the 
.original have been translated without interjecting the trans- 
lator’s personal opinion. The lightness and gravity of good 
.and evil are truly determined by the law of heaven (Tendo) . 
These are not to he a matter of careless thinking. 

Those who use this record of virtues and faults, by look- 
ing at it daily will be able to distinguish their merits and 
faults. If anything has been overlooked in this record, it 
•.should be specified in writing. At the end of the month, 
the goods and the faults should hfe compared to see which 
preponderates. The same is to be done at the end of a year. 



THE KOKWA JICHIROKU 


777 


00 

Fault 













Good 













:S 

Fault 













Good 













VO 

Fault 













Good 













rO 

•fJ 

m 

Fault 













Good 














Fault 













Good 













fO 

Fault 













Good 




1 


1 







2nd 

1 

Pi 













Good 

i 












•M 

w 

Fault 













Good 








1 






January 

February 

j March 

j April 

I 

•I' 

0) 

§ 

J— > 

2, 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 




778 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 



Fault 














Good 













£ 

vO 

Fault 



1 




I 

1 






rd 

o 

o 

O 














ITk 

^ Fault 













Good 













H* 

1 Fault 













Good 













B 

Pi 

Fault 













Good 













I2tll 

Fault 









: 




Good 













nth 

Fault 














Good 













loth 

Fault 













Good 














January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

>> 

2, 

August 

September | 

October 

November 

December 



THE KOKWA JICHIROKU 


779 


H 

Fault 













Fault ! Good 

— 
























Good 













CJ 

Good 1 Fault 

























''I 

! 

Good ; Fault 

























WJ 

« 














o 

O 













O 

IN 

Good ; Fault 


















] 






1 

ON 

Fault 












1 

Good 













■5 

00 

1 













-d 

6 

O 














January 

February 

"o 

1 

April 

>> 

rt 

June 

f ' — ‘ 

! 

August 

u 

u 

rQ 

s 

o 

Ch 

V 

u 

v 

2 

o 

o 

November 

December 




7S0 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAFAN 


Net 

Balance 













Annual 

Total 





Net 

Balance 













Result 

Compared 

Fault 













Good 













a 

Fault 













Good 













rvj 

Fault 













nd 

o 

c 

O “ 













’B 

w 

4-> 

1 






1 






1 ’Xj 
o 
- o 

O 













-£ 

04 














Good 













vS 

Fault 













Good 














January 

February 

March. 

April 


June 


August 

September 

October 

November 

December 




THE KOKWA JICHIROKU 


781 


APPENDIX 


Those who put this plan into practice should put down 
in the diagram the good and evil of the day. They should 
sum it up at the end of the month showing which preponder- 
ates. An account of conduct should be rendered at the 
end of a year. Thus one can know his own sins and his own 
happiness. If the goods accumulated he found to reach five 
hundred points or as many as twenty thousand, then one’s 
prayers and hopes will certainly meet with satisfaction. 

Among those who are Tathag^tas, there is no distinc- 
tion between good and evil. Nevertheless, evil is contradic- 
tory to self -nature and good is that which harmonizes with 
self-nature. Therefore, without distinction the rich and 
poor, old and young, whether they know this principle or 
not, are unable to. escape in their practice the laws of re- 
tribution. Those who are using this volume in practice con- 
stitute a large number. In response to a request from the 
book sellers this year, a new edition revised with illustra- 
tions for the amusement O'f boys and girls to keep them from 
crying has been prepared to be used to reduce evil and to 
promote good. 


Kansei Reign, the Monkey year (1789 — 1800), January^ 
Shamon Genmu, 



fTHE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF JAPAN* 

W. W. McLaren, Ph. D. 

The jjippearanee of these two books from the English 
press has e^iabled the interested public to supply itself with 
a fairly complete history of the political progress of Japan 
during the last sixty years. These two monographs com- 
plement each other, for the first ends with 1871 and the 
second practically begins with that year. 


I. 

Mr. Gabbins has furnished the student of Japanese his- 
*tory with a definitive study of a short but extremely difiicult 
period. Anyone who reads his pages cannot but conceive 
the wish that he may continue his work so as to make it 
cover the whole of the Meiji era. That wish is intensified 
by the knowledge that there are very few foreigners who 
possess such qualifications for the task of writing the poli- 
tical history of Meiji, — a thorough knowledge of the collo- 
-quial and written languages, and a long familiarity with the 
men who have ruled the country. Moreover Mr. Gubbins 
has demonstrated in this volume a first-rate capacity for 
arranging and presenting historical materials, and for gen- 
eralising from the facts in a sensible fashion. 

. His book comprises seven chapters, twenty-three appen- 
dices containing a selection from the most important docu- 
ments of the period, a short bibliography, not of much use to 
the general reader, a glossary, and a map of Japan. There 
is no index. His point of departure is the arrival of Com- 
modore Ferry in 1853. The main part of the book, chapters 

* Gubbins, J. H., C. M. G. The Progress of Japan, Oxford, 

Clarendon Press. 19 ii. 323 pp. and Map. 

Uehara, G.E., D. Sc. TJie Political Development of Japan^ igoB, 

L^n^on. Constable & Co., L*d. 1910. XXVT & 296 pp. 
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III, IV, and V, contains a critical narrative of the events 
wliicli occurred in Japan between 1853 and 1867. The main 
object of these chapters is to explain why and by what means 
the opening of tbe counta'y was* the immediate cause •f the 
Eestoration. Chapter VI shows the relation of cause and ef- 
fect between the Eestoration and the abolition of feudalism. 
Chapter II gives a record of the negotiations which re- 
sulted in the first treaties made with the foreign powers, 
prefaced by a historical review of the Tokugawa policy 
of seclusion. Chapter I is devoted to a descrix)tion of the 
civilisation of Japan and the adininistratioii of the govern- 
ment in the middle of the nineteenth century. The author's 
general conclusions are brought together in a short conclud- 
ing chapter. 

To give a more definite idea of the writer views a 
selection may be made from his most important statements : 
- — ^Pirst, that the power of the Shogunate had already begun 
to decline before Perry ^s arrival, and when faced by the 
situation created by the intrusion of the foreigners, the 
-Shogun's government acknowledged its inability to deal 
with the crisis by referring the matter to the Court, and 
by asking the advice of the feudal lords Second, that the 
ultimate consequence of the confessed impot(mce of the 
Shogunate to perform the functions of government was the 
restoration to the Emperor and the Court of the administra- 
tive power :t Third, that a national government, highly 
centralised in an absolute monarch, was incompatible with 
the continuation of the feudal regime:*! Fourth, that the 
policy of national seclusion adopted by the Shogunate in 
1636 had never been complete, since relatioim with the Chi- 
nese and Dutch had continued unbroken tlnoughmit the 
whole Tokugawa period, and that the policy was more and 
more relaxtui after 1806, and was finally abandoned under 
pressure from the United States of America.^ 

As this monograph deals only with the period which 
preceded the agitation for popular government, the author 


* 


pp. 90-91. 


t pp- 154- I pp- 205-06. 


gpp. SI-58, HI. 
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is not required to-ex 2 )ress any opinion ux:)Ojli modern political 
problems. lie is interested only in a period wliich liali 
already been consigned to oblivion by the Jai^anese, partly 
as a 'Consequence of the pressure of the more urgent ques- 
tions of the present, partly because those were the days of 
small things, before the nation had attained its x)resent 
exalted position in tlie comity of the powers. The events of 
the Restoration period are regarded now as incidents in the 
Ixistory of the nation, which were the inevitable and more- 
over highly desirable consequences of the operation of forces^ 
the most powerful of which had long been a% work. Ju^ 
as the philosopliica) basis of the French Revolution is to be 
found in the writings of Montesquieu and Rousseau, so that 
of the Japanese Restoration is in the Dai Nihon Shi com- 
pleted in 1715, and the Nihon Guaishi and Nihon Seihi pub- 
lished in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. Stich 
are Mr. Gubbins’ views, and he presents’ them in such a way 
as to create upon tlie reader a very welcome feeling of 
finality. It hardly Kseems possible that further research will 
throw much more light on the Restoration period, except 
perhaps on its intellectual side. 

This book can hardly hope to become popular, but it will 
earn a distinction, which the author will more highly prize,, 
ill being the reco^ised authority in the Bnglish language 
upon the period with which it deals. To foreigners the story 
of the early relations between the representatives of the 
powers and the Japanese officials and people will always 
have a romantic interest. But for that story the ordinary 
reader had better turn to older and more popular boott, 
to Griffis’ “Townshend Harris,'^ Allcoek'S, ''Capital of the 
Tycoon,” or Adams’, History of Japan.” 

II. 

Dr. Uyeharab book is designed to give- a constitutional 
histoid" of the Meiji era, and to examine critically the politi- 
cal institutions of present day Japan. Making all due allow- 
ance for its defects this book may be very highly recom- 
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monded to the general reader. It is interesting and what 
is more to the point it leaves a very strong impression that 
the Japanese system of government is far from satisfaetolry 
to the people wdio live under it. Its tone is perhaps too 
pessimistic, but it would have been difficult for an intelli- 
gent Japanese to have adopted any other in 1909. If the 
discussion of electoral and parliamentary corruption appears 
too cynical, again, excxises may be made for the writer’s 
attitude of mind. 

Turning first to the defects. Our author is virtually a 
pioneer in his field, and as a consequence his work may be 
expected to exhibit the defects which are incident to all 
such efforts. That he should have been content to merely 
mention the system of local government in eonneetion with 
his reference to the enormous powers of the Minister of th^ 
Interior, and omit the wdiole of the long and interesting 
history of those institutions, was probably the result of de- 
ficient research. To the same source may be traced tlie faults 
of arrangement. Farts II and III ought to have been con- 
solidated, for the dividing line between them is made to 
follow a purely arbitrary distinction betw^’oeii theory and 
practice. Thus the first chapter of Part 11 is entitled ‘'The 
Emperor wdtbiu the Constitution,'’ and the corresponding 
chapter in Part III is "The Constitutional Monarchy.” In 
the same way what be has to say about the Diet, the Cabinet, 
and Elections is divided into two sections, one supposedly 
theoretical and the other practical. The advantage of 
divorcing the tlieoiy from the practice of polities is very 
doubtful, for it is next to impossible to treat the two phases 
separately. However this defect is not fatal, it only makes 
it a little more difficult for the reader to get a clear com- 
prehension of the subject. There is not the slightest danger 
that any reader should misunderstand the author’s main cri- 
ticism of Japan’s system of government, viz., its failure to 
satisfy the people, or fail to grasp clearly the reason for that 
failure, the essentially oligarchical nature of the government, 
■ Among the d^eets might be mentioned the complete 
absence of constructive criticism. The deficiencies' of the 
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institutions are made abundantly manifest bat the methods 
of reform are not explicitly stated. Obviously the author 
wishes to see the power of the clam diminished, and the 
electorate and the Diet purged of corruption, but he sug- 
gests no method for accomplishing either of these ends. To 
him tile whole system is an intricate machine cunningly 
devised for^tke purpose of exaggerating the service of the 
clan magnates, and discrediting the popular element in the 
government. 

Whether or not this misfortune mnst be classed along 
with the defects, it is certain that the 'events of the last year 
Jiave done much to make the book antiquated. Just as the 
Parliament Act of 1911 has made necessary a revision of 
large sections of the standard booksi on the government 
of England, so the political crisis of 1912-13 has produced 
a situation in Japan which is not even hinted at in Dr. 
U^'cliarals hook. In the light of what has recently happened 
it becomes necessary to modify many of our author^s judg- 
ments upon clannism, the powers of the Diet and the political 
parties, in order to represent the present hopeful prospects 
for the realisation of popular government. 

In this same doubtful category the introductory chapters 
must be placed ; whether or not they constitute a defect can 
be left for the reader to determine. At any rate the speeula- 
tioijs in which the writer here indulges and the conclusions 
to which he comes need not be taken seriously. The review- 
er is under the impression that the Introduction is merely an 
old clasis-room essay slightly revamped, but still bearing units' 
face all the signs of the unsophisticated ideas of youth. It is 
distinctly inferior in matter to the main body of the book. 

Let us turn away from the defects, and it almost seems 
like ingratitude to have delayed so long over them, especially 
as this book contains so much that is enlightening. Part 
I begins with a review of the events which led up to the 
Restoration and the subsequent centralising of the govern- 
ment. As this is the period which Mr. Gubbins has covered 
with great minuteness it is not to be^xpected that Dr. 
XJyeharaliS chapter would contain anything more than a brief 
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summary. But brief as it is the author gets into liis stride 
from the outset. The abolition of feudalism is explained as 
the result of the shrewdness of KSdo, Okubo, and Saigo, 
wlio worked upon the sentimentality of the great western 
daimiosj at the ‘^psychological moment,” and persuaded 
them to surrender their fiefs to the Emperor. That sur- 
render was promptly accepted, and made the basis for an 
imperial Order demanding a similar surrender from all the 
other dcdmios. 

For bald matter-of-factness tlie concluding chapter of 
Part I almost reaches the Imdt. The Constitution, which 
in Ito's Commentaries is represented as the embodiment 
not of earthly wisdom hut of heavenly as well, is shown to 
have been drafted by a committee of four, to have been ap- 
proved by the Privy Council, and finally promulgated by 
tlie Emperor. Prom first to last the provisions of the Con- 
stitution were never seen or discussed publicly, popular 
feeling was not consulted ; it was a case of a governing class, 
satisfying a popular demand for a constitution by creating 
an instrument, the effect of which was to still more firmly 
entrench their own position, and at the same time disarming 
all criticism by representing the constitution as the creation 
of divine wisdom. This refreshing view of the framing of 
the Constitution will help to confirm and at the same time 
explain the impression which is almost certain to be made 
on the mind of any one who reads it; and, moreover, will 
assist the student of Japanese politics to understand a large 
number of political incidents wliieli were hitherto inex- 
ifiicable. 

In Part II the theory of the Constitution is discussed, 
and in Part III the Government in actual operation is de- 
scribed. It is impossible to deal with aU the important state- 
ments made in the nine chapters vfhieh are comprised in 
these two Parts. It may be sufficient to say that the Con- 
stitution is critically analysed, and all its main clauses 
frankly discussed. It is abundantly clear that the author 
entertains no illusions as to the perfection of the document. 
In the same sophisticated spirit the constitutional history 
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of the second half of Meiji is naiTated in Part III. What 
our author has to say about the Diet and the political parties 
makes it plain that he is speaking from a knowledge only 
to be gained by abundant research. Chapter III of this 
Part contains a succinct review of the history of the Diet, 
uhicli is not to be found anywhere else. After reading 
the narrative one wonders at the tenacity of the oligarchy 
in holding on to power the exercise of. which is attended 
with such constant difficulty. Apart from the amount of 
information concerning the various Ministries and parties 
and their operations in and out of the Diet, Dr. Uyehara 
has performed a valuable service toi Japanese politicians 
by pointing out the fact that the political parties in opposi- 
tion to the Government have always pursued a course marked 
by wanton hostility. To embarrass, obstruct and destroy all 
Ministries has been their aim. It is true that there is an ex- 
planation for such a policy in the existing system for the 
opponents of the official cl^s can never hope to come into 
power. There being no possibility of holding the reins of 
government the Opposition has no fear that it will ever have 
to explain or justify or carry out as the Government those 
policies Avhieh it adopted while out of power. Nothing 
eould be more unfortunate than the situation thus created 
both for the Government and the Opposition, for both alike 
,are prevented from exercising their proper functions. The 
Ministry is never free to adopt . policies for the sake of 
principle, it must always truckle to or bribe the Opposition, 
and the latter is never under the necessity of having any 
policy at all. 

: The concluding chapter of the book describes the pecu- 

liar character of Japanese parliament a'ry elections,, aaid 
attempts to account for' the almost universal corruption 
which exists on such occasions. Again the system is made 
the excuse for the venality of the electorate. The voter 
does uot understand the franchise he exercises, he feels that 
the parties in the Diet have wery little power, that the Gov- 
ernment rules in spite of them, and he is unable to see why 
men should he anxious to* obtain seats in an institution, unless 
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it be to obtain thereby some material advantage. The electors 
are therefore naturally desirous of obtaining a share in 
that advantage, and their only way of doing so is to accept 
payment for their votes. 

The general impression left upon the reader by this book 
is very similar to that derived from the perusal of the history 
•of politics in England in the first half of the eighteenth 
century. One's first thought is that the situation is hopeless, 
that J apan J aces either a return to bureaucratic despotisni 
or an approaching revolution. But reflection upon the 
political development of other countries soon shows the 
reader that Japan is merely floundering in a transitional 
stage out of which she is likely to emerge safely in the near 
future. Changes of a radical nature will have to be made 
in the fundamental instrument, the Constitution, and the 
present impossible system, which is merely a compromise of 
the worst type, will have to be given up, and in its place a 
‘'Responsible Ministry established. 


nr. 

A general election took place in May 1908, the result 
of which was to return the Seiyukai (Constitutional party) 
with a majority, 209 out of the 379 members of the Lower 
House. Naturally it might have been supposed that the Sai- 
onji cabinet supported by the Seiyukai would continue long 
in office, but on the contrary the government collapsed sud- 
klenly in the first week of July, not two months after the 
election. The reason given for the resignation of the cabinet 
was the Premier’s ill-health, but the real explanation w'as 
the pressure exerted by the "Genro” at the instance of 
Marquis Katsura. The people accepted the change of gov- 
ernment with scarcely a murmur; there seemed nothing un- 
usual about it, and besides the Saionji cabinet in its post- 
lellum finance had been a complete failure. The second 
Katsura ministry took office in July, with the Prime Minister 
playing the double role of Minister President and Minister 
of Finance. At the close of the year the annual session of 
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the Diet was convened, and in order that the government 
might have adeg.nate support in the Lower House an agree- 
ment to that end was made with the Seiyukai. It was during; 
this otherwise uneventful session that the Sugar Scandal,, 
the la.st event mentioned hy Dr. Uyehara, was brought to^ 
light. The next two sessions of the Diet, those of 1909-10 and 
1910-11, passed off quietly, the Seiyukai still supporting the 
government. In these sessions there was a definite arrange- 
ment between the cabinet and the party with regard to the 
projects of legislation which the government should intro- 
duce. In this way the Seiyukai attempted to placate its. 
supporters in the country, for it could point to various bills 
which it had forced the government to postpone or withdraw 
altogether, and best of all to the slight reduction of the- 
land tax, (%^) which the party had wrung from the gov- 
ernment in the session of 19Q9-10. Thus the party attempted 
to efface the stain of the Sugar Scandal, and to dispel the 
suspicions of the public that its support had been purchased 
by the government by a generous distribution of funds among 
its members. Nevertheless, it was generally believed in 
Tokyo at any rate that the members of the party were en- 
riching themselves by accepting favors from the govern- 
ment. That such was the case was demonstrated in 1911,. 
when a valuable franchise for the supply of electric light 
in the capital was granted to certain prominent members 
of the Seiynkai. When the prospectus of the new company 
appeared with Seiyukai partymen in all the prominent 
offices, the indignation of the press was so loudly expressed' 
that the list of officers and directors was hastily withdrawn, 
and the names of well-known business men substituted. 

What the Seiyukai had done during these three years 
of the second Katsura government was just what might 
have been expected, and what Dr. Uyehara points out as 
inevitable under the system in vogue.* The rank and file 
of the party had consulted their own interests during the 
first year after the election of 1908, but the storm which had 


'* op, cit pp, 253-54: 
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arisen and the susi)icioiis which had heea created by the 
disclosures in connection with the Sugar Scandal compelled 
greater caution thereafter. Then, too, as the next general 
election approached the country had to be convinced, of the 
usefulness of the party, so increasingly harder bargains were 
driven with the government in the second and third sessions 
of the Diet. As part of the annual arrangement between 
the two, the party demanded, in addition to personal favors, 
either the passage of an occasional measure in the public 
interest, or for the same reason the withdi'awal of other 
projects. It was an opi)ortunist program, x>nre and simple, 
and while not inspiring, at least the party’s policy preserved 
the political peace, and staved off the dissolution of the Diet, 
which would most certainly have ensued if the Seiyukai had 
grappled seriously^ with the government. 

In August the Katsura government resigned, though it 
is. difficult to understand why, unless the gi*owing hostility 
of the press and the people be taken as an explanation. It 
may liave been a ease of mere weariness coui:)led with the 
desire for rest after a sustained effort of three years’ dura- 
tion. The Prime Minister acknowledged that the people 
seem Oil to he tired of him, and being well pleased with the 
results of office, and doubtless thinking that it would he an 
easy matter to get in again, be withdrew graciously in the 
public interest. 

But the significance of these three years is not to be 
found in the coming and going of ministers, nor the policies 
of parties, nor the sessions of the Diet, but in the steady rise 
to political consciousness of the middle class. As in many 
another country, taxation has been the amalgam that has 
collected the scattered units of public opinion in this nation. 
It is safe to say that the failnx’e of the government to effect 
siiiy real improvement of the financial situation will be re- 
garded in the future as the ultimate cause of the recent 
political crisis. Except for the slight reduction of the land tax 
already mentioned, nothing was done to lighten the burdens 
upon the people, the objectionable war taxes were allowed 
to remain in force, and apart from the matter of such sx)ecifie 
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levies, the general system of taxation, which offends against 
every canon of political science, as may be seen by a glance 
at the business^ and the income taxes, was not reformed- 
The national debt was not reduced, but rather increased in 
amount, for the 50,000,000 yen annually appropriated for 
tlie redemption of the foreign, debt was more than offset by 
domestic loans. Moreovei', the holders of the national 
bonds found the value of their investments shrinking as 
the result of a conversion to a four percent basis. In effect- 
ing the conversion the banks were more or less crippled by 
being compelled to underwrite and hold large amounts of 
the new low interest bonds, the investor preferring to take 
cash for his holdings rather than renew at the reduced rate 
of interest. The indirect taxes were also increased hy the 

new tariff of customs duties which came into force in 1911. 

• 

The new Saionji cabinet came into office in August 
1911, with only three of its members belonging to the Seiyu- 
kai party, the other members of the government representing 
the military clans or the business interests. By far the most 
interesting figure in the ministry was Yamamoto Tatsuo in 
the Department of Finance, interesting not only because he 
occupied the post which had ruined the reputation of all the 
men who had held it since the Russian war, but because he 
was no politician, having come into the cabinet from the pre- 
sidency of the Hypothec Bank. Throughout the short life 
of the government he remained the storm centre and the 
cynosure of all eyes. To begin with, he alarmed the nation 
and the foreign bondholders by uttering in the Diet a solemn 
warning to the effect that the national finances were in a 
precarious condition, and that retrenchment and readjust- 
ment were the only means of avoiding bankruptcy. From 
the shock which followed this pronouncement the Japanese 
people soon recovered, and even the confidence of the foreign 
bondholders quickly revived when it was seen that no de- 
faulting was intended. Nevertheless London, if the Times 
may be allowed to- speak for that city, preferred Katsura’S 
obscurantist finance and his specious policies, no loans, no 
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h-ew taxes, 50,000,000 a year for amortisation of the foreign 
debt, and a specie^ reserve in London. 

The ultimate goal as it appeared to Yainainoto was to 
put the national finances on a sound basis, by encouraging 
the productive activities of the people to such an extent 
as to bring about an equilibrium of receipts and expendi- 
tures, by making the excess of exports over imports large 
enough to pay the interest on the foreign portion of the 
National debt mth the produce of the country, and not, as 
hitherto, with specie ])orrowed in Europe and held in the 
Bank of England. To accomplish this end, the Finance Blin- 
ister declared he was willing to adopt every legitimate means. 
He said plainly that if capital for the further development 
of the resources of Japan could not be obtained within the 
country, he saw no serious objection to borrowing from 
abroad; also that the allotment of so large a sum annually 
for the redemption of the bonds held in Europe, when money 
was needed so urgently at home, seemed nonsense. His 
whole policy was based on the principle that the interests 
of the Japanese people should be considered first, and that 
the road to solvency lay along the development of the pro- 
ductive industries and the export trade, whereas Katsura’s 
policy had been to placate the foreign bondholder and thus 
to dull the edge of European suspicions as to the soundness 
of the financial condition of Japan. 

Tims for the first time in many a year an attempt was 
made to explain to the people not only the intricacies of the 
budget but the basic principles of public finance, so as to 
make the whole subject intelligible to the average under- 
standing. It was this action on the paid of the Finance 
Minister, this taking the general public into his confidence 
that did so much to create an intelligent intei’est in politics. 
Moreover, \ritli free speaking among the members of the 
cabinet was combined a similar liberty among the people 
and the press. The embargo on the discussion of political 
topics having been raised, opinions of all sorts were promptly 
vented, to the great advantage of all sections of the reading 
public. 
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Tlie immediate object to be attained seemed to Yama- 
moto a reduction of expenditures, and tlie money thus 
saved a beginning upon the readjustment of taxation. With 
this in view, and at liis instigation the Saionji cabinet organis- 
ed a bureau, with the Premier as chairman, to investigate all 
departmental accounts. From time to time the Bureau re- 
]}orted progress, and the prospects seemed hopeful for the 
people’s obtaining some relief from their burdens. During 
the early months of 1912, outside- the Army and Navy 
circles, the feeling was one of sympathy and support for the 
government in its undertaking. The press diligently siip- 
ported the .project, and performed an immense service in 
educating the popular mind in the art of public finance and 
in strengthening the government's hands. Only the few 
Japanese who understood their system of government knew 
that the project was almost certain to be abortive owing to 
tiae peculiar powers of the military party, on principle op- 
posed to retrenchment. 

In the midst of this activity the ordinary general election 
-came on in May, and the Seiyukai went to the country on 
the government’s program. The Opposition, the Koku- 
minto, adopted a so-called positive program, the two main 
items of which were naval expansion and a strong foreign 
policy. The appeal was of course to the Satsuma clan in- 
terests ill particular, and to all the latent Chauvinistic feel- 
ing among the people. But a general election* in Japan 
in the main is a business proposition not a political one, and 
-a candidate depends more upon bribery for his success than 
upon his party’s program. In his particular election district 
the candidate finds out how many votes are necessary to 
secure his seat, and then sets about getting the necessary 
quantum. To nearly all the electors he appeals personally, 
and those who will not vote for him upon sentimental 
•grounds, he buys. The average piuce of a vote is five yen 
and the average cost of an election ten thousand yen, though 
the maximum is as much as fifty or sixty tliousand.f 


* Uyehara, op, cit. pp. 264 ff. 
f Japan Year Boole, 1912, p. 503. 
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The result of the election of 1912 was the return of the 
Seiyukai with a slight increase of strength, and with a con- 
siderable margin over all other parties in the House. The 
Kokuminto held its own. But it is impossible to attach 
much importance to the result of a general election, in any 
attempt to determine the feeling of the country toward the 
government. In the first place elections are notoriously 
eoxTupt/'^ and in the second the electorate is very limited, 
only about one joerson in forty having the right to vote. 

After the election the government went on with its 
plans for the retrenchment of administrative expenses, and 
practically nothing else was discussed iu the press. But in 
July the Emperor fell ill and died after a' few weeks, and this 
untoward event and the state funeral wdiich followed ab- 
sorbed public attention during August and the nrst half of 
September. A small counter sensation, however, had been 
created hy Prince Katsura, who happened, through no effort 
on his part, to be brought very much into prominence. He 
had gone to Europe on what was ostensibly a pleasure trip, 
— afterwards seen to be a political mission to St. Petersburg, 
—but was hastily recalled by the EIDlX)eror^s illness, and 
arrived home some days after the Imperial demise, only to 
find himself the victim of an intrigue. On the very day of 
his return he was appointed Court Chamberlain and Keeper 
of the Privy Seal, and thus was shelved for the time being. 
What this curious appointment meant, who was responsible 
for it, and what the Prince thought of it was talked of so 
.much, that to silence the press Katsura made public his 
determination to quit politics forever and become the per- 
sonal adviser of the young Emperor. 

By the end of September affairs had settled back into ’ 
their old routine, and the government went on with its 
<iherished plans. Prom this time on the sequence of events 
is plain enough, but causes are still shrouded in mystery. 
What is absolutely certain is the development of a deter- 
mined intrigue to get the government out. Prince Tama- 

* Uyehara, Part IIT, Chap, IV, for a sensible discussion of the 

problem of electoral corruption. « 
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gata is credited with a plan to oust the Saionji cabinet and 
substitute a clan ministry under General Terauchi, but if he 
had any such intention the essential part of it miscarried. 
On the other hand Prince Katsura’s henchmen were privately 
making it known that their master would be Prime Minister 
before the end of the year. But the general public knew 
nothing, of these intrigues until difficulties suddenly loomed 
up before the government. For a time no one recognised the 
possibilities of the cloud, the question of the two army divi- 
sions for Korea, which had appeared on the horizon. It 
grew larger and'^lar.ger during November and finally the 
deluge came in the first week of December, and the govern- 
ment was swept out of office. 

Why the Saionji cabinet was forced to resign is a matter 
which requires explanation. The Constitution provides for 
the independence of each member of the cabinet,* and there 
are certain permanent regulations of the Privy Council which 
limit the candidates for the cabinet offices of the Army and 
Navy to high officers in active service, so when General 
IJyehara, the Minister of War, resigned because his col- 
leagues in the cabinet would not accede to the demands 
of the Army for additional two divisions, the cabinet was 
left in a crippled condition. Saionji ’s difficulty was to 
secure a successor to Uyehara in the War Office, but as the 
Army refused to supply a qualified candidate except on its 
own terms, and as no civilian is eligible, there was nothing 
left for the cabinet but resignation. By means of the Con- 
stitution and the regulations of the Privy Council, it is 
possible for the military clans to oust any cabinet from 
office. This fact furnished in part the explanation of Prince 
Kaitsnra’s willingness in 1911 to go out of office, and also 
the impossibility of setting up a straight party government, 
no matter how strongly supported 1)y the representatives of 
the Diet. 

After Saionji ^s resignation the work of forming a new 
government was taken in hand by the ^^Genro,^’ and for 




^ Article LV. 
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three weeks the eabin^tT.making process, went on, amidst a 
perfect storm of popular, indignation. The press did not 
confine- itself to ridiculing the various shifts of the clan 
magnates, nor tO' abusing the ‘"Genro,” but discussed Avith 
an admirable grasp of the subject the larger constitutional 
questions, involved in the overthrow of the government. The 
two chief political .parties unitedTfor the time being against 
the clans, and their spokesmen displayed an amazing ac- 
tivity and boldness in discussing, before large audiences, in 
all the principal cities of the country, the defects of the 
national system of government. Ozaki, Inukai and a host of 
others exposed the secret machinery of the elan systena so 
cunningly devised to keep the militaryparty in power. So 
far as they went, they pointed out clearly the nature of the 
devices of the clansihen, and the methods by which such' 
devices can be used to retard the growth of popular govern- 
ment. That they did not go far enough I propose to show 
later in this review. 

It was in the midst of this whirlwind that Prince Katsura 
and the members of his cabinet were sworn in on the 21st. 
of December, 1912. From the first day it was evident that 
the Premier had difficulties to face other than those created 
by the Seiyukai. In order to form his ministry it had been 
necessary to issue an Imperial order to Admiral Saito com- 
manding him to retain his office as Minister of the Navy. 
The significance of that rescript was not immediately per- 
ceived, for on the one hand, a companion rescript ordering 
Katsura to form a government absorbed aU attention, and 
on the other, a mere suspicion that the clans had fallen 
out was not enough to offset the precedents of twenty years 
of close union. Hence for nearly a month the orators of 
the Seiyukai and Eokuminto, and the press continued to 
denounce the clan system, until other events proved that for 
the time being the system had fallen to pieces as the result 
of internal dissensions. 

In due course on the 25th December the Diet met to 
organise for the work of the session, and, as is customary, 
adjourned immediately for the New Tear recess to meet 
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again on the 20tli of January. As a proof of its hostility to 
the new ministry the Seiyiikai refused to extend the holiday 
till the 5th February as the goYernment desired. When the 
day for reassembling came the Seiyukai leaders presented 
the Premier with a long list of questions, which he refused to 
answer until after the budget had been printed and brought 
down. Since they persisted in demanding an immediate 
reply the Premier postponed the meeting hy Imperial order 
for fifteen days. It was- at this time that the Opposition 
turned from their denunciation of the elan system to a 
personal attack upon the Prime Minister,, the main reason 
for this change being Katsura’s sudden repudiation of the 
system, and his profe’ssed intention to transform himself into 
a party politician. On the 21st of January he launched his 
party and invited members of the Diet to join Mm. His ac- 
tion the Opposition parties rightly interpreted as an attempt 
to break their strength, and as a measure of self-defence 
they began a terrific onslaught upon their opponent. 

The cabinet resorted to every device in its extensive re- 
pertory to build up a party, and succeeded in getting together 
between eighty and ninety supporters, drawn from the Chuo 
Club, the Independents, the EJokuminto and the Seiyukai. 
it is to the everlasting credit of the latter that so few of 
its members yielded to the temptation put in their way. 
But with the Kokuminto the ease was entirely different. 
That party was split in two, all its leaders except Inukai 
and half of the rank and file deserting to the government. 
IS^evertheless when the 5th February came the government 
found itself in a hopele^ portion. The House of Peers met 
in the morning, the Minister President outlined the govern- 
ment’s policies, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Finance 
also spoke and the meeting went off smoothly enough. But 
by the afternoon, when the House of Representatives con- 
vened, a great crowd had collected and surrounded the Diet 
buildings. These spectators, though well behaved were a 
source of strength to the Opposition and of terror to the 
government. As the stalwarts’^ arrived at the House they 
received an ovatioj^ but the deserters met with jeers; no 
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‘One liad any reason for misjudging tlie temper of tlie crowd 
nr its sympathies. Meantime within the House O^iald Yukio 
was put up to* impeach the Premier, which he did to the 
entire satisfaction of all the enemies of the government, and 
concluded hy reading a resolution of want of confidence 
signed hy two hundred and thirty nine members of the 
House. Before a division could he taken an Imperial order 
was received by the President of the Iloose commanding an 
immediate adjournment for a fui'ther space of three days. 
Prom this time on matters only grew worse for the govern- 
.ment. It was impossible to get any more recruits for its 
party, for the fear of the crowd had entered into every heart. 
A reign of terror had been instituted in the capital, against 
which the police were powerless. When the lOth of Peh- 
ruary brought another meeting of theHous^e, again the crowds 
assembled, anti-government riots broke out, and the govern- 
ment resigned. Thus Prince Katsura, the self-proclaimed 
^^last of the bureaucrats,’’ the ‘‘convert to party govern- 
ment”, went down amidst a storm of execration.. He had' 
demonstrated that a strong man could form a mimstry in 
spite of the opposition of the clans and tlae people, hut liis 
overthrow likewise proved that no government can remain 
long in office in the face of the hostility of a determined 
majority of the House of Kepresentatives. It was a triumph 
of the Seiyukai hacked hy the populace of Tokyo over a 
dictator who had set himself up in opposition to all the con- 
stituted. forces of clans and parties and announcing that he 
would “run the show with his own capital,” as a translation 
from a vernacular paper reported him. 

It is too early yet to be certain of the details of the 
intrigues which resulted in setting up the third Eatsura 
government, but it is fairly obvious that in the process 
Choslni and Satsuina fell out, and, moreover, that Katsura 
and his quondam eliief, Prince Tamagata, parted company. 
The most conspicuous feature was the emergence of Ka- 
tsura, and his subsequent fall has. resulted for the time being 
in the eclipse of the Ghoshti faction. Although the meeting 
•of the “Genro,” which was held on the 11th of February, 



800 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


was attended by only three of its members, two of whom 
Were Choshu men, yet nO' attempt was made to .call in 
Another Ghoshu clansman, but Admiral Yamamoto,, the 
Satsuma leader, was immediately put forward as the next 
Prime Minister. It is very clear that whatever Katsura 
Imight have accomplished by way of shelving the ^^Genro^’ 
and abolishing the clan influences, with his downfall these 
long established forces exerted themselves again, the only 
difference being that Satsuma, not Ghoshu, occupied the 
leading position. 

This brings us to the last phase of the situation. When 
Admiral Yamamoto was put forward by the ‘^Genro’’ to 
succeed Katsura, the Seiyukai and the faithful remnant of 
the Kokuminto found themselves face to face with a new 
difficulty. What attitude should they assume toward the 
new* Prime Minister! Without their support he could not 
go on, but on the other hand, it was well known that Satsuma 
desired most fervently to pass the Katsura budget, because 
it provided a very welcome, if small, increase in the ap- 
X)ropriation for the Navy. That increase the clan had wrung 
from Katsura as its price for allowing Admiral Saito to 
remain in his cabinet, and Satsuma had no thought of losing 
it, if it could be saved by any reasonable compromise with 
the Opposition. It was to save that increased appropria- 
tion that the Minister of the Navy had warded off a dissolu- 
tion of the Diet on the lOtli of February, for at that time 
Katsura had a choice between resignation and dissolution, 
and we may be certain that he would have preferred the 
latter course, and was only driven to the former by the 
pressure of the Satsuma party. To Satsuma, therefore, the 
Seiyukai owed a considerable debt of gratitude, since a dis- 
solution would have entailed another expensive general 
election. But on the other hand, by joining the Satsuma 
cabinet the party would be doing exactly what its ^^stal- 
warts’’ had said they would not do, viz., bolstering up 
another clan government.. The dilemma was solved, how- 
ever, hy a compromise, three members of the Seiyukai, 
Messrs. Kara, Matsuda, and Motoda, entering the Cabinet,. 
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three other iliuisters, Messrs. Takahaslii, Okuda, and 
Yamamoto Tatsuo, coming into the party, and the four 
other portfolios being retained by non-party men, one 
from Choshu and three from Satsuma. Further a 
general understanding was reached that the government 
should adopt the policies of the Seiyukai. On this basis the 
Yam8.moto cabinet took up office on the 21st of February. 
On the following day the stalwarts^’ of the Seiynkai, twen- 
ty four in number, led by Messrs. Osaki and Okazaki, left 
the party, and set up for themselves under the name '"'Seiyu 
Club.’’ 

Before proceeding to outline a plan of the constitutional 
changes which seem necessary, in order to bring to an end 
the unseemly political agitations which occur from time to 
time, it "will help to a due appreciation of the present situa- 
tion if a summary be made of the events which have taken 
place since 1911. The most important item of progress is 
the realisation by the representatives of the people that 
it is possible for them to destroy a ministry, even though, 
it be headed by the strongest politician in tlie land, and the 
equally clear recognition of the impossibility of setting up a 
straight party government. There need be no longer any 
doubt as to ivliat a party can or cannot do in its relations 
to the government of the day. In the next place, the clan- 
system^ built upon the Constitution, has demonstrated its 
great strength, for it has survived a quarrel between the 
clans, and a popular assault that would have destroyed 
almost any political fabric, and stands intact and apparently 
impregnable. Further, the ‘"Genro” have shown them- 
selves almost as inviolable as the Emperor; having set 
up a Prime Minister, who is howled down in a month and a 
half, they immediately bring forward another, and their 
new nominee is straightway accepted. Moreover, the Con- 
stitution, even at the height of the recent excitement^ was 
not only not called in question, hut was appealed to by all 
the advocates of popular liberty. So far from being re- 
garded as a stumbling block in the path of progress, it still 
holds its place as ‘^an immutable code of laws.” Lastly, 



802 


A*SIA'TIC SOOIETSif OP JAPAN 


the formation of the Yamamoto cabinet is a proof that the 
military bureaucrat-s have triumphed, and all that has been 
aceomplished by the most determined popular movement 
since the Restoration, is merely a change from one bureaucrat 
to another, from the domination of Choshu to that of Sa- 
tsunia, from a policy of military to one of naval expansion. 


IV. 

No one who has. followed the course of events during 
the last two years can withhold his admiration for the elan- 
system of government. Its strength is inarvellons, a 
strength that depends not on men, but on traditions, on 
certain permanent regulations of the Privy Council, and 
on the Constitution. So firmly has the^ governing class 
entrenched itself, that the strongest combination of popular 
forces has recoiled from the attack without accomplishing 
anything. The traditions of government in a nation cannot, 
and perhaps ought not to be changed suddenly, but there 
is no- such impossibility of change in connection with the 
arbitrary rules made by the governing class of one period, 
and it is in this connection that we address ourselves to the 
task of pointing out the course which se^ms to be necessary 
in the present, if there is to be any further constitutional 
progress. 

If the Seiyukai in its present alliance with the Satsuma 
elan is to remain true to the interests of the people, it should 
demand the rescinding of the standing rule of the Privy 
Council which prevents a civilian from holding the cabinet 
offices of the' lArmy and Navy. The expunging of that rule 
would deprive the clans of their power to destroy a non-clan 
xninfetry at any time, and would enable the Seiyukai or any 
other political party, With a working majority in the House 
of Representatives, to form a government, which would 
at least l^e free from the seeds of internal dissension. Even 
With civilians in the tWo military offices in the cabinet, a 
straight party minisfry would hawe many enemies to face,. 
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earemies hx tlie Hou»e of Pooris, ia tlie Privy Cauncil; and in 
the ^'Genro/^ all of them standing on the Constitution, 

The second demand should be for the formulation by 
the cabinet of a project for amending the Constitution, 
Despite the fact that no such project has ever been mooted, 
and that the meagre provision for amendment^ would mahe 
such a course difficult, yet if a cabinet were so minded, it 
would not find its. task impossible. Just as the Constitu- 
tion was drafted by a commission,- approved by the Privy 
Council, and promulgated by the Emperor, so its emendation 
would have to be undertaken by a commission whose function 
would be to draft the necessary changes, that draft would 
have tO' be approved by the Privy Council, sanctioned by 
the Emperor, and finally accepted by the two Houses of the 
Diet. The completion of all these stages could not be ac- 
complished without apposition, but such opposition would 
in the long run be overborne, because it would arise mainly 
from the clans and the x:)eers, from classes with class in- 
terests behind them. 

But in what respects would the Constitution req[uire 
amendment! It would not be necessary to make any 
changes in the first chapter, nor even in the language of the 
preamble. In all matters concerning the Emperor and his 
relation to the government, experience has shown that the 
Japanese have a remarkable faculty for saying one thiii^ 
and doing another. A theory of absolute monarchy has al- 
ways obtained, but whether before or later than the Restora- 
tion, no Japanese monarch has attempted, with success, to 
establish a personal government. The practice has always 
been to combine the divinely instituted monarchy with a 
machinery of government operated wholly by the people. 
It is unthinkable that a tradition of such age, coeval with 
the monarchy, could be or need be departed from. Hence 
it is a matter of indifference that the Constitution should 
retain a number of Articles which provide for a ''divine 


* Article LXXIII. 

I Uyehara, op. cit. Part I, Chap. IV. 
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riglits^’. monarch; the people care nothing about. the. name 
so long as they have the substance of power. 

.Similarly, chapter 11, which defines the ^‘Eights and 
Duties of Subjects’’, need not be changed in any respect, 
for the Articles do not confer any rights nor impose any 
duties upon the Japanese people, eseept4hose that are em- 
bodied in the laws, which may be changed at any time by 
the ordinary process of legislation. 

Chapter III, which concerns the Imperial Diet, would 
have to be amended by changing or eliding some of the 
existing Articles and by the addition of some new ones. The 
first four Articles (XXXITI-XXXYII inclusive) might stand 
as they are^ for they merely prescribe the methods of 
organising the two Houses. The next four XXXVH-XTj 
inclusive) which define the legislative powers of the Diet 
would require to be stated in a positive form, for a Parlia- 
ment which merely consents to projects of law, in the main 
introduced by the government, cannot be said to be an 
active law-maker. An Article or a number of Articles 
would have to be added in order to provide machinery for 
ovei'coming deadlock arising as the result of the opposition 
of one House to the legislation of the other. Such devices 
exist in plenty now, for example in the Constitutions of 
Prance or the great self-governing colonies of Great Britian, 
Jiistralia and the United States of South Africa. Article 
XLII which limits the duration of an ordinary session of 
the Diet to three months might be elided entirely. The pur- 
pose of this Article is merely to minimise the part which the 
Diet may play in controlling the government ; it was intro- 
duced in the interests of the clan-system, and might well 
disappear along with the system. In so far as this Airticle 
operates to prevent obstruction to the budget that purpose 
could he effected by adding to the rules of the Houses pro- 
visions embodying the closure. The last Article of the 
chapter LIY, might be either dropped and so exclude the 
government from the Houses, as is the ease in Almerrca; ov 
changed so as to compel all members of the cabinet to Ae 
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members of one or otber o-f the Houses^ as in Great Britain, 
All the other Articles of the chapter might coxitinne in their 
present form. 

Chaptain IV contains only two Articles, one of which 
stands in need of revision. The first clause of Article LV 
reads, — “The respective Ministers of State shall give their 
advice to the Emperor, and be responsible for it’’ In this 
clause the doctrine of ministerial responsibility is definitely 
stated, and the direction of the Ministers’ responsibility is 
made clear, viz., to the Emperor. This clause should be 
changed to read, — “The Ministers of State shall give ad- 
vice to the Emperor, and be responsible for it to the Im- 
perial Diet” Such an amendment would transform the 
whole system from the existing nominally personal govern- 
ment of the Einperor, though really by the elan magnates, 
to a popular government. 

The remaining Articles of the Constitution might very 
well be left as they stand, to be modifieed as time goes by, 
either by those silent forces which wear away the rough 
edges of all constitutions, written or unwritten, or by sub- 
sequent projects of amendment. One can safely make 
large allowances for the operation of that most admirable 
trait of the Japanese character*; call it the faculty of make- 
believe, or the instinct for distinguishing between the 
nominal and the real, or the ability to compromise, or what- 
ever you will, but by whatever name it is called, it is never- 
theless the distinguishing characteristic of a people capable 
of operating the machinery of government under a monarch. 

The changes which have been suggested would be suffici- 
ent to ensure the gradual development of popular govern- 
ment. The role of the governing class would in time be play- 
ed out, and the cabinet would come to assume the first place 
in law-making and administration, and would finally come to 
depend upon the support of the people as represented in the 
Dower Honse of the Diet, and not as a.t present, upon the 
“Genre.” 

For the time being the two series of reforms mentioned 
above should be striven for by the Seiyukai, for they are 
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preliminary to the next step in advance. The present stage- 
of political development seems to have come to an end, not 
because clan-government has been demolished, but because 
its very strength has placed an impossible barrier in the line 
of advance. The growth of popular opinion finds itself 
blocked on the political side, and that means that the old 
institutions will be more and more sharply questioned in the 
future. The ‘"cake of custom’’ has already begun to exer- 
cise a repressing force, and with this nation, as "with all 
others, either progress must cease or the confining bonds 
be broken. The former implies decadence, the latter revolu- 
tion. Before the strain becomes too great clannism ought to 
disappear^ and let the nation pass on toward the goal of 
all political pi'ogress, complete self-government. 

In that progress there will arise a long succession of 
difficult problems demanding solution, but with a govern- 
ment resting upon the support of a politically free people, 
and led by a Monarch loyalty to whom is an article of faith, 
no problems need be feared. With its manhood preserved 
and developed by the free exercise of its faculties in all 
directions, no nation need dread what the future has in store.. 
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Rev. Darnel Crosby Greene, DD*, LL.D. 

Was a member of the Asiatic Society of Japan for about 
forty years, almost from its beginning, and a member of the 
Council for twenty years or so. He also served the Society 
most efficiently as both Vice-President and President. He 
contributed valuable papers to the Society’s Transactions 
on such important subjects as ^‘Tenrikyo/’ ‘^Correspon- 
dence between "William II of Holland and the Shogun of 
Japan,” ‘‘Takaiio Nagahide,” etc. His discussion of topics 
under consideration, whether from the chair or from the 
fioor^ was always illuminating. 

Dr. Greene commended himself to all interested in the 
work of the Society as a fine scholar whose wide range of 
learning and profound knowledge was always at the public 
service. He was not at all superficial in his study, but was 
accustomed always to probe every subject to the very founda- 
tion. His prominently judicial mind was another asset of 
the greatest value in the investigation of any subject. 
Precision and clearness were two important elements in his 
style. Therefore, it was perfectly natural that Dr. Greene’s 
contributions to this Society were of the highest order, and 
his death is truly an irreparable loss to this Society. 


Profmor Walter Dening 

The Society has also to deplore the loss of an old and 
valued member in the person of the late Walter Dening, 
who came to Japan 40 years ago as a missionary of the 
Anglican Church, but who afterwards owing to a change 
in his opinions, became a strenuous worker in the fields of 
journalism and education. For the last 18 years of Ms life 
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lie was teacher of English at the High School of Sendai, and 
during most of that period he regularly contributed to the 
Japan, Mail” Monthly Summaries of Japanese Literature 
and also of the Japanese Religious Press. He was a most 
diligent student of anything that interested him, especially 
the Japanese language and the Japanese people. He was 
indefatigable in his studies of Japanese psychology and 
mental progress, and he enriched the Asiatic Society by his 
contributions, which were given in the order named : 

Modern Translations into Sinieo- Japanese, The Gakushn 
kaiin, The Japanese Education Society, Mental Characteris- 
tics of the Japanese, Oonfucian Philosophy in Japan, and 
(his latest), Japanese Modern Literature, the last named 
having been published only a few months ago. 


Professor Edward Divers 

Prof. Edward Divers, M.D., I). Sc., F.E.S., born in 1837 
came to Japan in 1873 as Pinfessor of Chemistry in the 
Engineering College of Tokyo of which in 1882 he became 
principal. Later he was Professor of Chemistry in the 
Imperial University in Tokyo. His was a master mind in 
Chemistry and he did most valuable work for the Japanese 
nation in . training many of her sons in that branch of 
knowledge. After his return to England he was succes- 
sively Vice-President of the Chemical Society^ President of 
the Chemical Section of the British Association, Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Institute of Chemistry and President of the 
Society of Chemical Industry. Japan was indeed fortunate 
ill having such an original and gifted mind to direct her 
early students in this very important field of learning. His 
pupils and friends have erected a permanent memorial in 
the Imperial University where his memory is still cherished. 
As far back;as 1880 he was President of the Asiatic Society 
of Japan and Resides making some few contributions, played 
ah important part in the early yeara of the Society. 
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Captain A. R. Brown 

Captain A. Brown rendered valuable service to Japan 
in tlie early days of lier mercantile marine and external 
commerce. To Volume 2 of tlie Asiatic Society’s Transac- 
tions lie contributed a paper on ‘"^Winds and Currents in 
tlie Vicinity of tbe Japanese Islands.” 


Dr. Edwin Baelz 

Dr. Edwin Baelz ’s name was for years a bousebold word 
to very many in Japan, both of those born in the land and 
of those who sojourned here. Born 18tli January, 184:9, in 
Wlirtemberg, Germany, he died 31st August 1913 in Stutt- 
gard. For 27 years, 1876 to 1903, he held the chair of Medi- 
cine in the principal Medical College of Tokyo, after the 
affiliation in 1886, the Medical College of the Tokyo Imperial 
University, and thus became a veritable father to the Japa- 
nese doctors of to-day. As private physician to the Imperial 
House he exercised considerable influence in the upbringing 
of the present Etoiperor ; as physician to the various Legations 
and Embassies he came into touch personally and profes- 
sionally with individuals of various nationalities ; Ms friend- 
ship and companionship endeared him to many besides his 
owm countrymen. Many of the results of his researches axe 
published in the Volumes of the German Asiatic Society of 
Japan. They embraced not only medical but also ethnolo- 
gical and anthropological subjects., Elven his recreations, 
Art and Archeology, furnished matter for learned contri- 
butions. Three important works may be mentioned speci- 
fically namely; 

'^The Cause and Cure of Beri-beri.” 

^^A Text-Book on Medicine.” 

'^An Investigation into the bodily Characteristics 
of the Japanese.” 
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To tlie Asiatic Society’s Ti^ansactions he made no eon- 
tribntion but for many years did valuable service as an 
active official and energetic member of its Couneil. 


Prof. John Milne, F.R.S., D.Sc., (Oxon), P.G.S. 

Professor Milne who may be described as one of the 
fathers of Seismology contributed what are still among the 
most interesting' scientific ai^ticles in the Transactions. 

Vol. VII Part 1. Journey across Europe and Asia. 

VIII Part I. Stone implements at Otaru and 
Hakodate. 

IX Part 1. Evidences of Glacial Period in 
Japan. 

X Part 2. Pit Dwellers of Yezo and the 
Kuriles. 

XXII Part 3. Movements of the Earth’s Crust. 

Dr. Milne was born in 1850 and spent twenty years of 
liis life in Japan. He founded the Seismological Society 
and established the Seismic Survey of Japan with 968 
stations. After his return to the home land he established 
for the British Association, the Seismic Survey of the World. 
In addition he is well known as the designer of Seismographs 
.and Railway Vibration Records. 
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REPORT OP ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was iield 
‘on January 14 at Keiogijuku; Dr. MacCauley in the Chair. 

The Report of the Council for 1913, and the Teasurer^s 
Report, were read and adopted unanimously hy the meeting. 
These reports are annexed. 

The chairman then called upon Dr. S. H. Wainwright 
to read selections from his. paper, Buddhist Parallel to 
Poor Richard’s Almanac (Kokwa Jichiroku).” 

Upon adjournment, a Dinner was. held at the Toyoken, 
at which 58 members and guests were present, to hid fare- 
well to Mr. J. 0. Hall, the retiring President, and Dr. W. W. 
McLaren, the retiring Corresponding Secretary, both of 
whom were- shortly leaving Japan. 

The result of the election of officers and Council for 
1914 was as follows : — 

OPPIOERS 

President Sir Conyngliam Greene, K.C.B. 

Yice-Presidents Dr. W. W. McLaren. 

Dr. N, G. Munro. 

Gorresponding Secretary Prof. El P. Purvis. 

Recording Secretary Mr. G. B. Sansom. 

Treasurer Mr. J. Struthers. 

Librarian Mr. B. W. Clement. 

Editor Mr. A. W. Playfair. 

COUNCIL 

Professor Anezaki. Rev. Clay ilaeCanley. 

Mr. Gilbert Bowles. Dr, J. N. Seymour. 

Rev. J. Dahlman, S. J. Professor J. T. Swift. 

Mr. R. J. Kirby, 

who were members of the retiring Council and 
Mr. a J. ArneU. Rev. A. K. Reischauer. 

Rev. T. McNair. 



812 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


REPORT OP COUISrCIL FOR 1913 

The following is an account of the Society’s work during 
the year 1913 : — 

Nine General Meetings were held^ with, lectures or papers 
of which the titles are given below:— 

January 32 : Paper, ‘'The life of Takano Choei,” (Second 
Fart); by Dr. D.C. Greene. 

February 18 : Dix Jacobi, of Konigsburg University. Lec- 
ture, “Western Ideals in. Japati.” 

March 12 : Dr. C. R. Henderson, Professor of Practical 
- Sociology at the University of Chicago. Lec- 
ture, “Social Questions in relation to th.e 
Far East’’ 

„ 19 : Paper, ‘The Great Shrine of Idzumo,’ by W, 

L. Schwartz Esq.. 

lAupril 23: Paper, ‘The Life of Nichiren,’ by Professor 
Anezaki. 

May 21: Paper, ‘Tokugawa Legislation (Part TV)j* 
by J. C. Hall, Eisq. C.M.6. 

June 18.: Paper, “Developnxent of Representative In- 
stitutions in the First Half of Meiji,” by Dr. 
W. W. McLaren. 

November 26: Paper, ‘Matsuura Takehiro, the Geogra- 
pher,’ by Professor Starr. . 

December 17 : Selections from Papers. 

(1) ‘The Japanese in the Philippines,’ by 
M. Paske-Smith, E'sq. 

(E) ‘The Sweet Potato,’ by Dr. Simon. 

In addition to the routine of Council Meetings, which 
have been regularly held,, the Council have to report the fol- 
lowing matters which have occupied their attention during 
the past session: — 
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(1) Publications 

During the year under review the Society published 
Volume XLI, in five parts, as follows: — 

Part 1. — 193 pp. containing an Essay on Japanese Mod- 
em Literature, by Walter Dening; A notice of 
C'apt. Piggott’s ‘'Sdsho’' by Basil Hall Cham- 
berlaiu; the Proceedings of the Annual Meet- 
ing for 1912. 

Part 2. — 156 pp., containing Translations of Dazai Jun’s 
Essays on "'Doing Nothing'' and " Divination"' 
by R. J. Eurby ^Translations of Sermons IV. V. 
VI. and Vn. on the Ten Buddhistic Virtues, 
by the Rev. Gr. W. Bouldin; and Part 1 of 
Studies in Japanese Agriculture, by J. Stru- 
thers, M.A., B. Sc. 

Part 3. — 123 pp. (illustrated), containing a Life of Ta- 
kano Nagahide, translated and edited, with an 
introduction, by D. C. Greene, D.D. 

Part 4. — ^188 pp. (illustrated), containing a Monograph 
on the Great Shrine of Idzumo^ with Notes on 
Shinto, Ancient and Modem, by W.L. Schwartz, 
B.A., 

Part 5. — 122 pp. (illustrated), containing Section IV of 
the Tokugawa Legislation, viz., the Edict in 
100 Articles, translated by J. 0. Hall, G.M.G. 

There was also issued in 1913 Volume XXXiX (belong- 
ing to 1911, but delayed in publication) containing a trans- 
lation (illustrated) of the Tsuredzure Gusa, with an Intro- 
duction and Notes, by G. B. Sansom. 

Reprints were made of Volume XIV Part 2, Volume XV* 
Part 2. 

Attention is called to certain changes of form and con- 
tent which have made in the Society's printed Transactions, 
and which, the Council hope, will improve their appearance 
and utility. A standard format, to be adhered to hence- 
forth, has been introduced, and the new binding in light 
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boards, while quite strong enough for ordinary use, is easily 
detachable, in case it is desired to assemble and rebind a 
number of parts. For the convenience of those who desire 
to do so, a general title page and table of contents for the 
volume has been prepared. An index for the volume has 
also been prepared and printed at the end of Part Y. Part 
V contains a Supplement composed of the Articles of the 
Constitution and the By-Laws, lists of members, exchanges 
and subscribers, and a Catalogue of the Transactions. Bach 
part now contains certain useful introductory matter, sueh 
as extracts from the Constitution, listsi of officers of the So- 
ciety, and notices of current interest to members. A new 
department has been added, in the shape of reviews of boohs 
on subjects of which the Society takes cognizance. Volume 
41, part 1, for instance, contains a notice of Captain Piggott’s 
work on ‘^Soslio,” and Part 5, a review of Dr. Stopes “Plays 
of Old Japan.’’ It is hoped that this department may be 
greatly extended dnring.the next few years, and that it may 
ultimately contain reviews and criticisms, by competent 
scholars, of all books of real merit upon Japan and China. 
It is thought that the inclusion of competent criticism of 
literature dealing with the Orient will add greatly to the 
value of the Society’s publications. 

(2) Organisation Committee 

Though the Society has had little reason of late to com- 
plain of lack of eontrihutions to its Transactions, it has been 
felt that there must still be a number of members who are 
in a position tO' do valuable work, and, though perhaps not 
able or inclined to- devote themselves to original investiga- 
tion, might assist by indicating or supplying materials for 
study to others. With this possibility in mind, a Sub-Com- 
mittee, later made a standing Committee, styled the Organi- 
sation Committee, has been formed. Its duties are to pro- 
mote and organise the production for the Society of both 
original and secondary materials for research in matters with 
which the Society is concerned. The first step taken by this 
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'Committee was the issue of a Circular tO' Members, suggest- 
ing subjects of emiuiry, and appealing for aid in the collec- 
tion of informatioiL relating thereto. A large numher of 
replies have been received, of a nature very gratifying to 
the Council, who are encouraged by them, to think that iu- 
.terest in the Society's work has been much stimulated. In 
the ensuing session several interesting papers are expected 
. as a direct result of this circular.. It ia the Organisation 
'Committee’s intention to continue work on these lines. Ef- 
forts will be made by members of the Committee, who will be 
selected for their attainments in various branches of study, 
.to assist and direct the work of contributors. The Council 
hope that any members who are in a position to help in the 
• Society’s work will put themselves, into communication -with 
the Organisation Committee. 

(3) Amendments to Constitution and By-Laws 

During the past year, as the woiic of the organisation 
■Sub-Committee progressed and as an exceptionally large 
.amount of material passed through the hands of the Pub- 
lications Committee, it became evident to- the Council that 
a great gain in efficiency and despatch would result from a 
redistribution and concentration o-f functions of the Society’s 
•officers. With this end in view certain changes in the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws were intro'duced and duly confirmed 
at a General Meeting on December 17, 1913. Without going 
into details it may be mentioned here that the more impor- 
tant of these changes were (1) the creation of the Office of 
Editor, who, under direction, assumes responsibility for the 
issue of Transactions, whereas under the former arrange- 
ments responsibility was divided and indefinite; (2) the 
establishment of an Organisation Committee as a Standing 
Committee; and (3), as a corollary to the above changes, 
the redistribution and definition of the duties of other 
officers. The opportunity was also taken to introduce certain 
minor amendments of by-law^s, all with the object of sim- 
plifying and expediting the Council’s work. 
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(4) Library 

As already stated in last yearns Beport, tlie Library is-. 
now settled in its quarters in the Eeiogijuku Library-Build- 
ing, ■where it has its own stock-room, with a Library Assistant 
in charge (Mr., Kasahara) whO' is always ready to give any 
help needed by those consulting the Society’s books. The 
Library is open from 8-6 daily, except on Sundays and holi- 
days, and during vacations there are special hours which 
may be ascertained on application to the Librarian. The 
number of volumes is about 3,000. They have been recata- 
logued on the card system, and almost all necessary binding 
of pamphlets, transactions, etc. has been completed. 

On account of the esx:)ense of installing the Library in 
its new quarters, funds have not permitted the purchase 
of many new books, during the past year; but of the works 
added mention must be made of Siebold’s Illustrations of 
Old Japan, which have been bound and made accessible for 
reference, thus constituting a very rare set of volumes. 

With regard to the future of the Library, the Council 
hope that it may in time become a comprehensive Reference 
Library on Japan. The existing volumes form a valuable 
nucleus, and^ with the aid of members, it should not be diffi- ■ 
cult to fill up gaps and to keep pace with current publica- 
tions. To' this end the Council earnestly apjoeal for gifts 
to the Library, from members and others, of books and perio- 
dicals relating to Japan and other Asiatic countries. 

In ‘ submitting the foregoing Report to members, the 
Qo’oncil fe^bthey can claim that the Society has done a year 
of useful work, and that the appeal for co-operation with 
Avhich they terminated their last Report has met -with an 
adequate response. The outlook is pi’omising and so long 
as that co-operation continues, assured. 



HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT 


To the President of 

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 


Sir, 

I beg to- report that the Acconiits of the Society for 
the peihod ending December 31st, 1913 are as follows. 



RECEIPTS 







Yen 

To 

Balance brought forward 1st December 

1912 



2,033.28., 


Memberships 




2,224.00 


(a) Annual Subscriptions 


... ¥ 1,275.00 



(b) Arrears paid up 


226.00 



(c) Life Subscriptions 


324.00 



(d) Library (30 years.) 


120.00 



(e) Entrance Fees 


280.00 


}} 

Transactions sold 



651.54 

73 

Murdoch’s History VoL 1. sold 


... 

252.20 

a 

Interest, Exchange and Sundries 




171.25 





5,382.27 


EXPENDITURES 







Yen 

By Corresponding Secretary’s petties 





33.55 

3> 

Recording Secretary’s petties 




20.85 

37 

Librarian ... 





68a05 


(a) Assistant ... ... 



... ¥ 160.00 



(b) Books 

... ... 

127.60 



(c) Cataloguing ... 



90.00 



(d) Binding, Stack, Case 

... • « a 

263.05 



(e) Insurance 



• 32.50 



(f) Petties 



10.00 


37 

Rent, Meetings and Sundries 


a 

222.46 

33 

TreasureP ... ... 





227.00 


(a) Stationery and Postage ... 


... ¥ 126.00 



(b) Organisation Sub-Committee 


61.00 

- 


(c) Assistant 



60.00 


33 

Transactions 




2,132.71 


(a) Printing 



... ¥ 1,510.50 



(b) Research 



205.00 



(c) Illustrations and Sundries 



67.04 
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(d) Packing and Distribution 


269.41 


(e) Advertising .. 

* «*• 



20.00 


(f) Insurance ... 





47.18 


(g) Other per Contras ... 

» .» ... 


13.52 


By Murdoch’s History Vol. 

I 







57.59’ 

„ Furniture 







119.96 

„ Balance carried forward 








1,876.11’ 






6,382.27 

COMPAEATIVE SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 



1909-1913. 





RECEIPTS 





1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

To Memberships 

1,244.51 

1,854.78 

1,335.10 

1,550.00 

2.224. oa ' 

„ Transactions sold 

927.41 

C 03.46 

646.48 

774.15 

651.54 

„ Murdoch’s History sold 


669.25 

639.60 

913.29 

252.20 

„ Interest and Sundries... 

208.12 

134.32 

40.90 

103.75 

171.25 

Total 

2,380.04 

3,261.81 

2,662.08 

3,341.19 

3,298.99 

Balance Brought Forward... 

3,376.98 

3,598.16 

1,354.21 

2,458.94 

2,083.28 


5,757.02 

6,859.97 

4,016.29 

5,800.13 

5,382.27 

EXPENDITURES 



By Transactions published 

1,337.34 

2,279.21 

435.75 

716.64 

2,132.71 

„ Murdoch’s History 

— 

2,566.70 

509.13 

1,603.00 

57.59 

„ Library ... ... ... * ... 

240.18 

144.00 

50.00 

782.00 

683.05 

5, ticctures 

15.00 

— 

— 

245.00 

— 

„ Administration 

216.52 

200.85 

207.42 

213.42 

290.40 

„ Furniture 



— 

— 

— 

119.95 

„ Rent and Sundries 

349.82 

315.00 

305.05 

166.89 

222.46 

Total 

2,158.86 

6,505.76 

1,557.36 

3,716.85 

3,506.16 

Balance Carried Forward... 

3,598.16 

1,354.21 

2,458.94 

2,083.28 

1’876.11 


5,757.02 

6,859.97 

4,016.29 

5,800.13 

5,382.27 


On the side of income, it may be noted that the receipts 
from membership make a record. On the side of outlay it 
may be remarked that the Transactions Account disposes of 
nearly the whole of the income from membership but in 
the two years 1911 and 1912 the Transactions Account was 
small. The year 1913 has seen all arrears in the printing 
of Transactions made up and thepost of distribution to mem- 
bers and others has been heavy. The outlays on the Library' 
are still this year above the average on account of catalogu- 
ing, stacks etc., which may be regarded as added to the 
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permanent equipment thongli they are charged in full against 
this, one year. The Treasurer’s outlays are somewhat heavy 
because of a new outfit of hooks and stationery and further 
the new Organisation Committee is responsible for 51 yen 
of his expense. 

TRANSACTIONS 

The most recent report of the Society’s stock of Trans- 
actions from the agents, is as at 1st October, 1913. The pro- 


perty of the Society is as follows: — 

Yen 

Balance carried forward 

1,876.11 

Transactions as at 1st October, say ... 

18,000.00 

„ abroad 1st October, say ... 

160.00 

Murdocb’s History Vol. I. 560 say 

1,243.00 

Library (insured value.) 

5,000.00 

26,200.11 


The stock of Transactions has been written down to half 
the published price and it must also be noted that since 1st 
October three parts of Yolume 41 and one reprint have been 
handed over to the Agents. 

MEMBERSHIP 

There have been recorded, during the year 12 deaths, 
15 resignations and 10 names have been dropped for non- 
payment of dues making a total loss of 37. Against these 
losses there have been 64 new members elected making a 
net gain of 27. The membership by classes is as follows : — 


Honorary Members ... 

7 

Life Members 

154 

Ordinary Members 

266 

Libraries (30 years.) 

JT 

Total 

III 

Respectfully submitted. 



7th January, 1914. 


JOHN STEUTHERS, 

Honorary Treasurer. 
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THE CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


As Revised to December, 1914 
Name and Objects 

Art. I. Tlie Name of the Society shall be The Asiaticr 
Society of Japan, 

Art. II. The object of the Society shall be to collect 
and publish information on subjects relating 
to Japan and other Asiatic Countries. 

Art. III. Communications on other subjects may, mtliin 
the discretion of Council, be received by the 
Society, but shall not be published among the 
Papers forming the Transactions. 

Membership 

Art. IV. The Society shall consist of Honorary members 
and members. 

Art. V. Honorary members shall be admitted upon 
special grounds, to he determined in each case 
by the Council. They shall not be resident in 
Japan, and shall not pay an entrance fee or 
annual subscription. 

Art. VI. hlemhers shall on their election pay an en- 
trance fee of five yen and the subscription for 
the current year. The annual subscription shall 
be five yen,. 

Any member elected after September 30th 
in any year shall not be required to pay the 
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subscription for the year of liis. election unless 
be wishes to receive the Transactions, for that 
year. 

Members, whether or not resident in J apan, 
may become Life Members: — 

a. On election, by paying the entrance fee 
and the sum of sixty yen; 

b. At any time afterwards within a period 
of 25 years, by pajdng the sum of sixty 

less 2.50' for each year of mem- 
bership, and — 

c. After tile expiration of 25 years, on 
application to the Treasurer without 
further payment. 

Learned Societies, Educational Institutions 
and Public Libraries may obtain the Transac- 
tions of the Society by paying an annual sub- 
scription of five yen. If they elect to do so, 
they may compound the annual subscription 
for a term of thirty years by a single cash 
payment of sixty yen. They may then obtain 
back numbex's at one half the published price. 

Art. VII. The Annual Subscription shall be payable in 
advance, on the 1st of January in each year. 

Any member failing to pay his subscription 
for the current year by the 30th of April shall 
be reminded of his omission by the Treasurer, 
It his subscription is two years in arrears, ho 
shall be considered to have resigned his mem- 
bership. 

Art. VIII. EKrery member shall be entitled to receive the 
publications of the Society during the peiuod 
of his membership. 

Art. IX. The Council may appoint members of the 
Society to act as its Correspondents, in various 
places outside of Tokyo. 
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Officers 

Art. X. The Officers of the Society shall be; — 

A President, 

Two Vice-Presidents, 

A Corresponding Secretary, 

A Recording Secretary, 

A Treasurer, 

A Librarian, and 
An Editor. 

Council 

Art. XI. The affairs of the Society shall be managed by 
a Council composed of the of&eers for the cur- 
rent year and ten members. 

Art. XII. General meetings of the Society and meetings 
of the Council shall he held as the Council shall 
have appointed and announced. . 

Axt. XIII. The Annual Meeting of the Society shall he 
held in January, at which the Council shall 
present its Annual Report and the Treasurer’s 
Statement of Accounts, duly audited by two 
members (not Councillors) nominated hy the 
President. 

Art. XIV. Nine members shall form a quorum at any 
General Meeting, and five members at a Coun- 
cil Meeting. At all meetings of the Society 
and the Council, in the absence of the Pi^esident 
and Vice-Presidents, a Chairman shall he 
elected by the meeting. The Chairman shall 
not have a vote unless there is an equality of 
votes. 

Art. XV. Visitors (including representatives of the 
Press) may he admitted to the General Meet- 
ings hy members of the Society, hut shall not 
be permitted to address the meeting except 
by invitation of the Chairman, 



826 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


!Art. XVL All members of the Society shall be elected by 
the GonnciL They shall be proposed at one 
meeting of the C'onncil and balloted for at 
the next, one black ball in five tO' exclude; 
the Council may, if they deem it advisable, 
propose and elect a member at one and the 
same meeting; provided, that the name of the 
candidate has been notified to the members of 
the Council at least two weeks beforehand* 
Their election shall be announced at the Gene- 
ral Meeting following. 

-Art. %VII. The Officers and other members of Council 
shall be elected by ballot at the Annual Meet- 
ing, and shall hold office for one year. 

Art. XVIII. The Council shall fill all vacancies in its mem- 
bership which occur between Annual Meetings. 

Publications 

Art. XIX. The published Transactions of the Society shall 
contain: — (1) Such papers and notes read be- 
fore the Society as the Council shall have 
selected, and (2) in each annual volume, the 
Report and Accounts presented to the last 
Annual Meeting, the Constitution and By-Laws 
of the Society and a List of Members. 

■Art. XX. Twenty-five separate copies of each published 
paper shall be placed at the disposal of the 
author. 

Art. XXI. The Council shall have power to distribute 
copies of the Transactions at its discretion 

Art. XXII. The Council shall have power to publish, in 
separate form, papers, documents or books 
which it considers of sufficient value or im- 
portance. 

Art. XXIII. Papers accepted by the Council shall become 
the property of the Society and shall not be 
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published elsewhere without the consent of the 
Oouncih 

Acceptance of a paper for reading at a 
General Meeting of the Society does not bind 
the Society to publish it afterwards; but when 
the Council has decided not to publish any 
paper accepted for reading, that paper shall 
be restored to the author without restriction 
as to its further use. 

Making of By-Laws 

Art. XXIV. The Council shall have power to make and 
amend By-Laws for its own and the Society’s 
guidance, provided that these are not incon- 
sistent with the Constitution; and a General 
Meeting, by a majority vote, may suspend the 
operation of any By-Law. 

Amendments 

Art. XXV. None of the foregoing Articles of the Constitu- 
tion shall be amended except at a General Meet- 
ing by a vote of two4hirds of the members 
present and only if due notice of the proposed 
Amendment shall have been given at a previous 
General Meeting. 
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Art. in. 


. Art. IV. 


General Meetings 

The Session of the Society shall coincide with 
the Calendar year, the Annual Meeting taking 
place in January. 

Ordinarily the Session shall consist of nine 
monthly General, Meetings; but it may include 
a less or greater number when the Cotmcil 
finds reason for such a change. 

The place and time of Meeting shall be fi:s:ed 
by the Council, preference being given, to 4 
p.m. on the Third Wednesday of each month. 
The place of meeting may be in Yokohama 
when the occasion is favourable. 

Timely notice of every General Meeting shall 
be sent by post to members resident in Tokyo 
and Yokohama. 


Order of Business at General Meetings 

Art. V. The Order of Business at General Meetings 
shall be: — 

(1) Action on Minutes of the last Meet- 
ing; 

(2) Communications for the Council; 

(3) Miscellaneous Business, and 

(4) The Beading and Discussion of 
papers. 

The above order shall be observed except 
when the Chairman shall rule otherwise. 

At Annual Meetings the Order of Business 
shall include, in addition to the foregoing 
items 
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. . (5) The Reading of the Gonncirs Annual 

Report, and of the Treasurer’s Ac- 
counts, and the submission of these 
for the action of the Meeting upon 
them, and 

(6) The Election of Officers and Council,, 
as directed by Article XVII of the 
Constitution. 

Meetings of Council 

Art. YI. The Council shall appoint its own Meetings, 
preference as to time being given to 3.30 p.m. 
on the first Wednesday of each month. 

Art. VII. Timely notice of every Council Meeting shall 
he sent by post to the members of the Council, 
and shall contain a statement of any extra- 
ordinary business to be done. 

Order of Business at Council Meetings 

Art. YIII. The Order of Business at Council Meetings 
shall be : — 

(1) Action upon tbe Minutes of the last 
Meeting ; 

(2) Reports : — 

of the Corresponding Secretary, 
of the Organisation Committee, 
of the Publications Committee, 
of the Treasurer, 
of the Librarian, 
of Special Committees; 

(3) The Election, of Members; 

(4) The Nomination of Candidates for 
Membership of the- Society; 

(5) Miscellaneous Business; 
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(6) Acceptance of Papers to be read be- 
fore tbe Society, and 

(7) Arrangement of the Bnsinetss of the 
next General Meeting. 

Organisation Oommittee 

Art. IX. There shall be a Standing Committee entitled 
the Organisation Committee and composed of 
such members of the Society as the Council 
shall, from time to time, appoint. It shall 
choose its own Chairman. 

The purpose of this Committee shall be to 
encourage and organise research among the 
members of the Society. 

To' that end it shall, from time to time, 
publish a report containing a survey of the 
materials contained in the Transactions and 
of the fields study not adequately treated. 
It shall also collect materials for study, and 
advise and assist members who are willing to 
contribute to the work of the Society. 

It shall have competence to draw up its 
own rules of procedure. 

It shall report periodically to and act under 
the authority of the Council. 

Publications Cbimnittee 

Art. X. There shall be a Standing Committee entitled 
the Publications Committee and composed of 
the Secretaries, the Treasurer, the Editor, and 
any Members appointed by the Council. It 
shall ordinarily be presided over by tbe Editor. 

The Publications Committee shall: — 

1. Arrange for the sending of copies 
of the Transactions to all members 
not in arrears for dues, according 
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to the list furnished by the Trea- 
surer^ and to all Societies and 
Journals, the names of which are 
on the list of Exchanges; 

2. Arrange with ■ booksellers and 
others for the sale of the required 
number of each issue to the ap- 
pointed agents and keep a record 
of all such business; 

3. Present to the Council at its Niov- 
ember Meeting a statement of the 
Stock of Transactions possessed by 
the Society. 

4. It shall report periodically to and 
act under tJie authority of the 
Council, 

5. It shall audit the accounts for 
printing the Transactions, 

Duties of the Corresponding Secretary 

.Art. XI. The Corresponding Secretary shall: — 

1. Conduct the Correspondence of 
the Society ; 

2. Arrange for and issue notice of* 
Council Meetings, and provide that 
all official business be brought duly 
and in order before each Meeting; 

3. Attend every Council Meeting or 
give notice to the Recording Sec- 
retary that he will be absent; 

4. Notify new Officers and Members 
of Council of their appointment 
and send them each a copy of the 
By-Laws ; 

5. Co-operate with the Recording 
Secretary, Treasurer, Editor and 
Librarian in drafting the Annual 


0 



832 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OP JAPAN 


Rei}ort of the Council and in pre- 
paring for publication all matters 
as defined in Article XIII of the 
Constitution ; 

6. Act on the Publications Committee. 

Duties of the Recording Secretaary 

Art. XII. The Recording Secretary shall: — 

1. Keep Minutes of General Meetings ; 

2. Make arrangements for General 
Meetings as instructed by the 
Council and notify members resi- 
dent in Tokyo and Yokohama; 

3. Inform the Treasurer of the elec- 
tion of new Members; 

4. Attend every General Meeting and 
Meeting of Council, or in case of 
absence, depute the Corresponding 
Secretary or some other member 
of Council to perform his duties 
and forward to- him the Minute 
Book; 

5. Act for the Corresponding Secre- 
tary in the latter’s absence; 

6. Act on the Publications Committee ; 

7. Assist in drafting the Annual Re- 
port of the Council; 

8. Furnish abstracts of Proceedings 
at General Meetings to newspapers 
and public prints as directed by 
the Council. 

Duties of the Treasurer 

Art. Xni. The Treasurer shall: — 

1. Take charge of the Society’s funds 
in accordance with the instructions 
of the Council ; 
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2. Take charge of the Society’s 
stock of Transactions and other 
publications j 

3. Apply to the President to appoint 
auditors, and present the annual 
Balance sheet tO' the Obuncil, duly 
audited, before the date of the 
Annual Meeting; 

4. Attend every Meeting of the Coun- 

cil and report upon the money- 
affairs of the Society; 

5. Notify new members of their elec- 
tion and the amount of the en- 
trance fee and subscription due, 
and send them copies of the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of the 
Society ; 

6. Collect subscriptions and notify 
members of their unpaid dues at 
least twice a year; apply to agents 
for the sale of the Society’s Tran- 
sactions in Japan and abroad for 
payment of sums owing the 
Society ; 

7. i^Iake all payments for the Society 
under the direction of the Council, 
making no single payment in ex- 
cess of ten yen, without special 
vote of the Council, except on ac- 
counts approved hy the Publica- 
tions Committee; 

8. Report to the Council at its Janu- 
ary Meeting the names of mem- 
bers who are in an^ears, and fur- 
nish the Publications Committee 
with the names of any members to 
whom the sending of Transactions 
is to be stopped; 



834 


ASIATIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN 


9. Prepare for publication tlie List 
of Members of the Society; 

10. Act on the Publications Committee- 

Duties of the Editor 

Art. XIV. The Editor shall:— 

1. Attend all meetings of the Council 
and report for the Publications 
Committee ; 

2. Take charge of authors’ MSS. and 
under the authorisation of the 
Council arrange for the printing 
of the Transactions; 

3. Under the general direction of the 
Publications Comnoittee he shall 
assume responsibility for the issu- 

« ance of the annual volume, and 

such reprints as are ordered by the 
Council ; 

4. Submit all estimates and accounts 
for printing to the Publications 
Committee ; 

5 . Act on the Publications Committee. 

Duties of the Librarian 

Art XV. The Librarian shall: — 

1. Take charge of the Society’s Lib- 
rary, keep its books and periodi- 
cals in order, and superintend the 
cataloguing of all additions to the 
Library and the binding and pre- 
servation of the books ; 

2. Carry out the Regulations of the 

. ' Council for the use and lending of 

the Society’s books; 

- j 3. Arrange, under the direction of 

, the Council, all new exchanges of 
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the Transactions with Societies 
and Journals ; 

4. Draw up a list of exchanges and of 
additions to the Library for inser- 
tion in the Councirs Annual Re- 
port; 

5. Make additions to the Library as 
instructed by the Council; 

6. Attend every meeting of the Coun- 
cil and report on Library matters. 

Library and Meeting Room 

Art. XVI. The Society’s Rooms and Library shall’ be at 
Keid Univensity 2 Nichome, Mita, Tokyo, to 
which all letters and parcels should be sent. 

Art. XYII. The Library shall be open to members for con- 
sulation every day, Sundays and holidays ex- 
cepted, and books may be borrowed by mem- 
bers, for a period not exceeding one year, by 
depositing receipts for the same with the As- 
sistant Librarian. 

Sale of Transactions 

•Art. XYIII. A member may obtain at half-price for his own 
nse copies of any Part of the Transactions. 

“Art. XIX. The Transactions shall be kept on sale by 
Agents approved of by the Council and shall 
he supplied to these Agents at a discount price 
fixed by the Council. 

Bankers 

Art. XX. The Society’s Bankers shall be the Mitsu Bishi 
Goshi K'aisha, Banking Department, 1 Tayesu- 
cho’, Itchome, Kojimachi, Tokyo, to whom 
should be remitted direct the annual subscrip- 
tions of members, or other money due to the 
Society. 
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Vol. I. Yen 1 . 5 a 

Notes on Looehpo. E. Sato^v. 

The Tlyalonema Mirahilis. II. Hadlow, R. N. 

Streets and Street-Names in Yedo. W. E'. Griffis. 

The Geography of Japan. E. Satow. 

The Typhoons of September and October, 1872. Lt.-Gom. 
Nelson, U. S. N. 

Russian Descents in Saghalien and Itorup in the j^ears 1806-7. 
W. G. Aston. 

The Nature of the Japanese Language^ and Its Possible Im- 
provement. Rev. J. Edkins. 

Vol. II Yen 2.50 

Abstract of Kaempfer’s History of the Japanese Empire. 
R. G. AVatson. 

Itinerary of a Journey from Y'edo to Kusatsu. Leon Des- 
charmes. 

The Sword of Japan: Its History and Traditions. T, R. H. 
McClatchie. 

Constructive Art in Japan. R. H. Brnntoii. 

A Journey in Yezo. Capt. Bridgford, R. M. A. 

The Shinto Temides of Ise. E. Satow. 

Games and Sports of Japanese Children. "W. E. Griffis. 
Winds and Currents in the Yieinity of the Japanese Island.. 
Capt. A. R. Browui. 

Notes of Journey in Hitachi and Shimosa. O. W. Lawrence. 
Concerning Deep Sea Sounding. Capt. Belknap, U. S. N. 
A Journey in North-East Japan. Capt. Blalnston, late R. A. 
Has Japanese an Affinity mtli Aryan Languages? W. G. 
Aston. 
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•On the Increase of the Flora of Japan. Dr. Savatier, 
Meteorological Observations. J. C. Hepburn, M. D'. 

Vol. m. Part I. Yen 1.50 

Useful Minerals and Metallurgy of the Japanese. I. Iron. 
Dr. Geerts. 

Observations on the Bay of Sendai. Capt. St. John, N, 
Useful Minerals and JMetallurgy of the Japanese. II. Cop- 
per: Dr. Geerts. 

Trip tO' Niigata and Back. J. A. Lindo. 

Useful Minerals and Metallurg}^ of the Japanese. III. Lead 
and Silver. Dr. Geerts. 

Preparation of Vegetable Wax. H. Gribble. 

Vol. HI. Part L Appendix. Yen 1.50 
The Revival of Pure Shintau. B. M. Satow. 

Vol. Ill Part II. Yen. 1.50 

Two Routes between, Yedo and Niigata. Capt. Descharmes. 
Constructive Art in Japan. B. H. Brunton. 

Bkeursion into- Interior Parts of Yamato. Capt. St. John, 

E. N. 

Some Japanese Legends. 0. W. Goodwin. 

Climate of Nagasaki during 187^. Dr. Geerts. 

A.womori to- Niigata and Sado. J. H. Gubbins. 

Ckitama Ken, and Eoads Leading to it. C. H. Dallas. 

An Ancient Japanese Classic. W. G, Aston, 

The Legacy of lyeyasu. W. EL Grigsby. 

The Yonezawa Dialect C. H. Dallas. 

Mieteorologieal Observations Relating to article on page 71. 

Vol IV. Yen 1.50 

Preliminary Catalogue of the Japanese Kinds. of Woods. Dr. 
Geerts. 

Experiments on the Strength of Japanese Woods. E. H. 
Smith. 
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Oil some Copper Bells. Kanda Takahira, Governor of Hyogo 
■ Ken. 

Useful Minerals and Metallurgy of the Jaj)anese. lY. 

Quicksilver. Dr. Geerts. 

On some Japanese Woods. J. A. Lindo. 

Winds and Currents of Japan. Capt. Seott. 

Temperature of Japanese Waters. J. H. Dupen. 

Notes of a Visit to Okinawa Sliima, Looclioo. R. N. Brunton. 
Arrow Poison in Use among the Ainos. Stuart Eldridge, . 
M.D' 

Useful Minerals and Metallurgy of tlie Japanese. V. Gold. . 
Dr. Geerts. 

The Bonin Islands, Russell Robertson. 

Cotton in Japan. T. B. Poate. 

Yedo to Kyoto, vial Aisamayama, Hoknrokudo and Lake • 
Biwa. D. H. Marshall. 

Chalybeate Springs. B. W. Dwars. 

Vol. V. Part I. Ten 1.00 • 

Japanese Heraldry. T. R. H. McOlatchie. 

Useful Minerals and Metallui'gy of the Japanese. VI. Arse- 
nic. Dr. Geerts. 

The Caroline Islands, Russell Robertson. 

Trip to Vries Island, July, IST'B. J. L. Hodges. 

Japanese New Year Celebrations. Mrs. Chaplin- Ayrton. 
Pillow-words and Plays upon Words in Japanese Poetry. . 
B. H. Chamberlain. 

Japanese Fisheries. Geo. Elliott Gregory^ 

Specific Inductive Capacity of Gases. John Perry and W. 
E. Ayrton. 

The Importance of a General System of Atmospheric Elec- 
tricity. W. E. Ayrton and John Perry. 

Some Meteorological Ohservations in Japan. Rev. Dr. 
Veeder. 

Chalybeate Springs. B. W. Dwars, 

Crania of the Botans of !|'ormosa. Stuart Eldridge, M. D. 
Primitive Music; Especially that of Japan. Rev. Dr. Syle. . 
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A Neglected Pidnciple that may be Employed in Earthquake 
]\Ieastirements. John Perry and W. E. Ayrton. 

The Early Study of Dutch in Japan. E. Mitsukuri. 

Vol. V. Part II Yen 1.00 

A Summary of the Japanese Penal Codes. J. H. Longford. 

Vol. VI. Part I. Yen 1.00 

Introduction of Christianity into China and Japan. J. H. 
Gubhins. 

Analysis of Certain Articles of Japanese Food. B. W. 
Dirars. 

Introduction of Tobacco into Japan. E'. M. Satow. 
Water Supply of Tokyo. P. W. Atkinson. 

The Maiden of Unahi. B. H. Chamberlain. 

The Castle of Yedo. T. P. H. McClatchie. 

Kakke. W, Andei'son, p.k.c.s, England. 

Pemarks on the Do-jo. Dr. H. Faulds. 

Vol. VI. Part II. Yen 1.00 

Korean Potters in Satsuma. E'. M. Satow. 

-Biological Notes. Dr. H. Faulds. 

'The Use of the Fire-drill in Japan. B. M. Satow. 
Plideyoshi's Invasion of Korea. I. W. G. Aston. 
Destructive Earthquakes in Japan. I. ITattori. 

-Notes on the Manufacture of 0 SMroi. P. W. Atkinson. 
B. Sc. 

•Constructions in Brick and Wood. George Cawley. 

Notes on Some of the Volcanic Mountains in Japan. D. H. 
Marshall. 

^Sulphuretted Hydrogen in the Hot Springs of Kusatsu. E. 
Divers, M. D. 

Analysis of the Sweet Potato. B. W. Dwars. 

Earthquakes Recorded at Meteorological Bureau, Tokyo. 
W. S. Chaplin. 

Vol. VI. Part III. Yen 1.00 

The j^Iedigeval Colloquial Dialect of the Comedies. B. H. 
Chamberlain. 
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Some Scenes between tbe Ancient and the Modern Capitals 
of Japan. W. C. Dixon. 

Visit to HacMjo in 1873. P. V. Dickins and E. M. Satow. 
Appendix I. Extract from Capt. Beech ey’s Narratiye, The 
Islands. 

Appendix II. Extract from Nichi Nichi Shimbun^s account 
of Hachijo. 

The Climate of Japan. J. J. Rein. 

Catalogue of Books in the Society’s Library. 

Vol. Vn. Part I. Yen 1.00 

Journey across Bux'ope and Asia. John Milne, P, G. S. 

Vol. vn. Part 11. Ten .60 

Analysis of Takenoko. D. W. Dwars. 

Japanese Musical Intervals. Rev. Dr. Veeder. 

Visibility of Mountains from Tokyo. Rev. Dr. Veeder. 
Discovery of Human Remains. T. R. H. McClatchie. 
Ancient Japanese Rituals. I. E. M. Satow. 

‘A Korean Inscription. Rev. N. Brown, D. D. 

The Church at Tamaguelii 1660-1686. E. M. Satow 

Vol. vn. Part III. Yen 1.00 

Feudal Mansions of Tedo. T. R. H. McClatchie. 
Inscriptions in Shimabara and Asakusa. Rev. H. Stout. 
Foreign Travels of Modern Japanese Adventurers- J. M. 
James. 

Drinking Water of Yokohama. Dr. Geerls. 

Transliteration of the Japanese Syllabary. E. M. Satow. 
Reports of General Meetings. 

Vol. VII. Part IV. Yen 1.50 

A Discourse on Infinite Vision. J. M. James. 
Wasanbiyauwe, the Japanese Gulliver. B. H. Chamberlain. 
Analysis of Surface Waters in Tokyo'. R. W. Atkinson. 
Chemical Industries of Japan. R. W. Atkinson. 

H. M. S. Phaeton at Nagasaki in 1808. W. G. Aston. 

A History of Japanese Art. W. Anderson, r.n.c.s. England. 
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Notes on Osaka. Kev. J. Snnmiers. 

Ancient Japanese Ritnals IT. B'. M. Satow. 

Reports of Meetings, &e., &e. 

Vol. Vm. Part I. Yen 1.50' 

Tatsngatake, Hakusan, and Tateyama. R. W. Atkinson. 
Proposed Arrangement of Korean Alphabet, W. G. Aston. 
Stone Implements, Otarn and Hakodate. John Milne. 
Hideyoshi and Satsiima G'lan. J. H. Gnbbins. 

Reports, etc. 

Vol. Vni. Part II. ■ Yen 1.50^ 

Map of the Castle of Yedo. 

Land Provisions of the Taiho Ryo. C. J. Tarring. 

The Japanese Letter ‘'Chi’^ and ‘‘Tsu.’’ J. Edkins. 

Reply to Dr: Edkins on '^Ghi’' and “Tsu.’’ E, M. Satow. 
Catalogue of the Birds of Japan. P. Blakiston, H. Fryer. 
^^Kana^’ Transliteration System. P. V. Picking, 

Porcelain Industry of Japan. R. W. Atkinson. 

Short Memoir from the XVm Century. B, H. Chamberlain. 
Reports, &e. 

Vol. VIIL Part in. Yen 6.00 

Suggestions for a Japanese Rendering of the Psalms. B. H. 
Chamberlain. 

Ancient Sepulchral Mounds in Kaudzuke. B. M. Satow. 
History of Japanese Costume*. I. Court Dress. Josiah Con- 
der. 

Agricultural Chemistry of Japan. Ed, Kinch. 

Systematic Position of the Itaehi. D. Brauns. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. vm. Part IV. Yen 1.50 

Seven Gods of Happiness. Carlo Puini, P. V. Dickins. 
Manufacture of Sugar in Japan. K. Ota. 

Chinese Dialects Influencing Japanese Pronunciatioii. J.. 
Edkins. 
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Vol. IX. Parti Yen. L50‘ 

Lacquer Industry of Japan. J. J. Quin. 

Dialect Spoken in Aidzu. B. H. Chamberlain. 

Kali no Sldbu, I. Isliikawa. 

Some Recent Earthquakes. J. A. Erving. 

]\Iineral Springs of Ashinoyu. Di\ Geerts. 

Evidences of the Glacial Period in Japan. J. ]\Iiliie. 
Hideyoslii’s Invasion of Korea. II."^ The Retreat. W. G. 
Aston 

Ten Japanese Mineral Spring Waters. Dr. Geerts. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. IX. Part IL Yen 1.50 

Japanese Transcription of Chinese Sounds. J. Edkins. 
Historical Notes on Nagasaki. W. A. Woolley. 

The Coleopterus Genus Damaster. George Lewis. 

Captivity of Pere Giovanni Battista Sidotti. Rev. W, B. 
Wright. 

Rosaries of the Ditferent Sects of Buddhists in Japan. J. M. 
Janies. 

lAncient Japanese Rituals. III.J E. M. Satow. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. IX. Part m. Yen 1.00 

Hideyoshi’s Invasion of Korea. III. Negotiation.J W. G. 
Aston. 

Translation of DosUhye, Teachings for the Young. B. H. 
Chamherlain. 

The New Mineral, Leinete. Dr. Otto Liiedeke. Tr. M. Yo- 
koyama. 

History of Japanese Costume. 11. Arniour.§ J. C. Conder. 
Reports, &c. 

Vol. X. Part I Yen 2.00 

iV Chinese-Japanese Yocabulai’y of Century XV. J. Edkins. 
Notes on above. E’. M. Satow. 

Konodai and Its Spots of Interest. J. M. Dixon. 

* See Vol. VI. Part IT. t See Vol. VII. Parts II and IV. 

+ See Vol. VL II, IX. I, XI. T. • See Vol. VITT. Part III. 
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‘Early History of Printing in Japan. B. M. Satow. 

Birds of Japan. T. W. Blakiston and H. Pfyer. 

Vol. X. Part 11. Yen 1.00 

Koroiwkguru, or Pit Dwellers of Yezo and the Kuriles. J. 
Milne. 

Two Japkiese Meteorites. B. Divers. 

Hot Springs of Eusatsn. Ei Divers. 

Notes of the Ainu. J. Batchelor. 

Ainu Vocabulary. J Batchelor. 

Moveable Types in Korea, Early Japanese Printed Books. 

E. M. Satow. 

Reports, &c, 

Vol. X. Supplement. Yen 5.50 

Translation of the Kojilci, or Records of Ancient Matters. B. 
H. Chamberlain. 

Index of Kojiki. Yen 0.50 

Vol. XI. Part I. Yen 1.00 

Plants used for Pood in Japan. Ed. Kinch. 

Observations on the above. Dr, Geerts. 

The Tsuishi Kari Ainos. By J. M. Dixon, M. A. 

The Arima Rebellion. By Dr. Geerts. 

Hideyoshi’s Invasion of Korea* IV, ‘W. G. Aston. 
Zoological Indications of Connection of Japan with the com 
tineiit. T. W. Blakiston. 

Reports, &e. 

Vol. XL Part H. Yen 2.00 

Secret Trip into the Interior of Korea. W. J. Kenny. 
Visit tO’ "West Coast and Capital of Korea. J. C. Hall. 
Vries Island, Past and Present. B. H. Chamberlain. 

Voyage of Dutch Ship Groh Tr. from French. J. M. Dixon. 
Lepidoptera of Japan. I. H. P^yer. 

Capital of Korea. H. A. C. Bonar. 

Equine Deities. F. Warrington Eastlake. 

Reports, &e. 


* See Vol. VI. Piiit II; Vol. IX. Part I and III. 
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VoL xn. Pajrt I 

Preparation of Japaiiese Tea (illustrated). 


Yen 1.00 
H, aribble. 


Vol. Xn. Part IL Yen 1.00 

Lexiidoptera of Japan. H. Fryer. 

•Modem Translation into Siuico-Ja-panese. W. Dening. 


Vol. XII. Part III. Yen 1.00 

The eWater Supply of Tokyo. 0. Korsclielt. 

‘Chinese Lexicography. Rev. J. Summers. 

‘Chemistry of Japanese Lacquer. 0. Korsehelt and H. 
Yoshida. 

Motoori on Chinese and Jai)auese Art. Tr. B. H. Chamber- 
lain. 

'Cbrviis Japonensis Bonaparte. B. Brauns. Tr. J, M. Dixon. 


Vol. XII. Part IV. Yen 2.00 

History of Medical Progress in Japan. Dr. W. N. Wliite. 
-Japanese Fortune Telling {tenlen). Abstract. O. Korischelt 
Reports. Index Vols I— XII. 


Vol. XIII. Part I Yen 1.50 

'Japanese Etiquette. J. M. Dixon. 

Additions to Jjepideptera of Japan, ^ H. Piyer, 

'The Mammhi. W. C. de Lano Bastlake. 

’The Vendetta in Japan. J. Daiitremer. 

Various Styles in Japanese Literature. B. H. Chamberlain. 
Itacki and Corvus Japonensis. H. Pryer. 

Marriage in Japan. L, W. Kliehler. 

Vol. XIII. Part II. Yen 1.50 

Intercourse between Japan and Siam in XVII Century. E. 
M. Satow. 


^ See Vol. XI, Part IL ' 
t See Vol. XL Part II; XII. Part IL 
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The Kiniu P. AV. Eastlake. 

So called '^RooP' in Japanese A^erbs. B. H. Oliambeiiaiii'. 
Lepidoptera identical in Japan and Great Britain. H. Fryer.. 
Reports, etc. 

Vol. XIV. Part I Yen 1.50 

On the Tenets of the Shinshn. James Troup. 

The AlciGus: Historic and Scientific Aspects. 0. G. Knot. 
Buddhism: Traditions concerning its Introduction into:- 

Japan. Ecy. J. Summers. 

Past Participle or Gerund? B. H. Chamberlain. 

Vol XIV, Part II. Yen 2.00^ 

List of AVorks Relating to Japan. Carlo Giussard. 

Landscape Gardening in Japan. J. Conder. 

La Vigne dans PEmpire du Japon. J. Dautrenier. 
Aino-Englisli ATocabnlary. Rev. J. Summers. 

Errata in ^'Tenets of the Shinshu.’^ 

Reports, &'c. 

Vol. XV. Part L Yen 2.00^ 

Japanese. E. H. Parker. * 

^ ^ Y ellow Languages. ’ ^ E. H. Parker. 

Ya-jirusM, B. H. Chamberlain. 

The Gakushikai-in. AValter Dening. 

The Manchiis. E. 11. Parker. 

Alancliu Relations until tlie Adjacent Continental Languages.. 
J. Edkins 

Alaritime Enterprises in Japan. H. A. C. Bonar. 

Aino Bear Hunt, B. 11. Chamherlain. 

Vol. XV. Part IT. Yen 0.50^ 

Feudal System under Tokiigawa Shoguns. J. H. Giilibins. 
Reports, frc. 

Vol XVI Part I. Yen 1.50 

Persian Elements in Japanese Legends. J. Edldns. 

P. Rodriguez’ System of Transliteration. B, H. Chamberlain., 
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Tile Ainu Tevii Kaniui^ J. Batelielor, 

Beply to ]\lr. Batchelor. B. ]I. Ciiainberlain, 

Early Japanese Histoiy. AV. Q. Aston. 

Japanese Education Society. W. Dening. 

Vol. XVI. Part 11. Yen 1.00 

Specimens of Ainu Polk Lore. I. Rev. J. Batchelor, 

Around the Hokkaido, C. S. Aleik. 

Ino Chukei: Japanese Surveyor and Cartographer. 0. Gr. 
Knott, 

AUiinese and Annamese. E. IT. Parker. 

■Jiiiptsu. Rev. T. Lindsay and J. Kano. 

Vol. XVI. Part III Yen 1.00 

'Christian A^alley. J. M. Dixon. 

A Literary Lady of Old Japan, T. A. Purcell and AAL G. 
Aston. 

A^ocabulary of Alost Ancient AA'ords of the Japanese Langu- 
age. B. 11. Chamberlain and M. IJeda. 

Eei^orts^ &e. 

Vol. XVII Part L Yen 1,50 

Salt Alanufacture in Japan. A. E. AVileman. 

Indo-Chinese Tones. E. II. Parker. 

The Particle Ne. AV, Gf. Aston. 

Review of .Air. Satow’s Alonograph on the Jesuit Mission 
Press in Japan 1591-1 61 0. B. IT. Chamberlain. 

‘fjohiimho, or Ofnm.i^ Rennyo Shonin. J. Troup. 

Vol. XVII. Part IL Yen 5.00 

Theory of Japanese Flower Arrangements. J. Conder. 
‘Grave Stone in Batavia to Aleinory of a Japanese Christian 
of XVII century, A. F. King. 

The Japanese Legal Seal. R. ATasujiina. 

Reports. Abstracts of Lectures on Sanitation in Japan (AV, 
K. Burton), and Hygienic xAspects of Japanese Dwelling 
Houses (Dr. J. N. Seymour). 
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Vol XVIII. Part I. Yen 1.50 

Tokngawa Princes of Mito. E'. W. Clement. 

Speeiinens of Ainu Folklore II. Rev. J. Batchelor. 

Old Japanese Vocabulary, J. E'dkins. 

Corean Popular Literature. W. (1. Aston. 

‘'Bases’’ of the Japanese Verb. B. U. Chamberlain. 

Reply to Mr. Chamberlain. W. Iinbrie. 

Vol XVIII. Part II. Yen 1.50. 

Spanish and Portuguese Rivalry in Japan. E. M. Satow. 
Race Struggles, in Corea. E. IL Parker. 

Modern Japanese Legal Institutions. R. Masujima. 
Reports, &c. 

Vol XIX. Part I. Yen 2.50 

Depth of the Pacific off tlie Coast of Japan. Rear-Adm. 
BeUsnap, U. S. Nl 

Mental Characteristics of the Japanese. W. Dening. 

Notes on Land Tenure and Local Institutions in Old Japan. 
From posthumous papers by D, B. Simmons. By J. H. 
Wigmore. 

Vol XIX. Part IL Yen 3.00 

The Sliisie of the Japanese. F. T. Piggott. 

The Grekkin Musical Scale. P. du Bois, M.D. 

Remarks on Japanese jMnsical Seales. C. 6. Knott. 

The Mito Civil War. E. W. Clement- 
Copper Coins of Japan. Leon van de Polder. 

Note on the Eirakusen. J. IT. Wigmore. 

Vol XIX. Part HI. Yen 1.50 

Notes in Reply to Mr. E. H. Parker. W. Q-. Aston. 

Japanese Funeral Rites. Arthur Hyde Lay. 

Hana-awase, H. Spencer Palmer. 

Summer Climate of Karuizawa. C. 6. Knott. 

Habits of the Blind in Japan. J. M.' Dixon. 
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A ComiDarison of tlie Japanese and Burmese Languages. 

Pereival LowelL 
BeportSj &e. 

Vol XX. Part I. Ten S.Oa 

A Japanese Philosoplier. George Wm. Knox. 

Notes on Japanese Scliools of Philosopliy. T. Haga. 

A Comment upon >Sliuslii's Pliilosopliy. George Win. Eniox. 
Remarks. Dr. T. Inoiie. 

‘^Ki, Ri, and Ten.” George Win. Knox. 

Something more about Shushi’s Philosophy. T. Haga. 

Vol. XX. Part IL Yen 1,00 

Choiuei and Wordsworth : A Literary Parallel, J, M. 
Dixon. 

^^A Deseriiition of My Hut.” J. M. Dixon. 

Specimens of Ainu Folklore. III. Rev. John Batchelor. 
Feudal Land Tenure in Tosa. Rev. R. B. Grinnan. 

Suma Mura Fifty Years Ago. Miss Hannah M. Birkenhead.. 
Reports, &c. 

Vol XX, Supplement. 

Materials for the Study of Private Law in Old Japan: Part 

I. Edited by John Henry Wigmore. Ten 1.00 

Materials for the Study of Private Law in Old Japan: Part 

II. Edited by John Henry Wigmore. Ten 1.00 

Materials for the Study of Private Law in Old Japan: Part 

HI. (Section I.) Edited by John Henry Wigmore. 

Ten 4.00 

Materials for the Study of Private Law in Old Japan: Part 
V. Edited by John Henry Wigmore, Ten 1.00 

[The later sections of Part III. and Part IV. were never 
published.] 

VoL XXI. Yen 3.50 

Life of Date Masamune. C. Meriwether. 

Esoteric Shinto. Part I. Pereival Lowell. 

Touching Burmese, Japanese, Chinese, and Korean. E. H. 
Parker. 
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Esoteric Sliintc. Part II. Pereival Lowell. 

Aiim Ecouoinic Plants. Rev. J. Batclielor and K. Myabe.* 
Esoteric Shinto. Part III. Pereival Lowell, 

On the Manners and Customs of the Locchooans. B. H. 

Chamberlain. 

Reports, &c. 

VoL XXn. Part L Yen 1.50 

Esoteric Shinto. Part IV. Pereival Lowell, 

The Hi no Mani, or National Pla^ of Japan. W. G. Aston. 
Ma^Twan Liu^s Aeeonnt of Japan, up to A. D. 1200. E. H. 
Parker, 

A Japanese Credit Association and its Founder. Garrett 
Droppers. 

Notes on Ninomiya Sontokii. J. H. Longford. 

. Vol. XXII. Part II. Yen 2.00 

On a Possible Origin of the Water-wheel, James Troup. 

The History and Development of the Railway System in 
Japan. P. E. Trevithick. 

The Population of Japan in the Tokugawa Period. G. 
Droppers. 

Vol. XXn. Part IH. Yen 2.50 

Three Popular Ballads. Lafeadio Hearn, 

Developments of Japanese Buddhism. A. Lloyd. 

]\lovemeuts of the Earth's Crust. John Milne, p.r.s. 
Reports, 

Vol. XXni. Yen 2.00 

The Ofuiiun — When Invented? By W. G. Aston. 

Notes siir les Difterents Systemes d’Ecriture Employes en 
Coree. ]\Iauriee Conrant. 

Tenrikijo: or the Teaching of the Heavenly Reason. D. 0. 
Greene; 

The Petroleum Industries at Nagaoka. Horatio B. Newell. 
Tlie Japanese Landscape. Clay MaeC'auley. 

Silver in Japan. Garrett Droppers. 
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Comparison of the Japanese and tlie Looehooan Languages. 

' B. H. Ghamherlain. 

Keports, &e. 

VoL XXni. Supplement. Yen 2M 

Essay in Aid of a Gi'animar and Dictionary of the Looehooan 
Language. B. H. Ohamberlain. 

Vol. XXrV. Yen 2.50 

Contributions to Bibliography of Looehoo. B. H. Chamber- 
lain. 

Chinese Refugees of the Seventeenth Century in Mito. B. 
W. Clement. 

Ainu Words as Illustrative of Customs and Matters Patholo- 
gical, Psychological and Religious. John Batchelor. 

A Review of the History of Formosa, and a Sketch of the 
Life of Koxinga, the First King of Formosa. Jas. W. 
Davidson. 

The Influence of Greeo-P'ersian Art on Japanese Art. Isaac 
Dooman. 

Nasu no Yumoto. Al. Lloyd. 

Economic Theories of Old Japan. Garret Droppers. 
Reports, &q. 

Vol. XXIV. Supplement. Yen 1.50 

A List of Plants from Formosa. With some Preliminary 
Remarks on the Geography, Nature of the Flora, and 
Economic Botany of the Island. Augustine Henry. 

Vol. XXV. Yen 2.00 

The Origin of the Japanese Race. I. Dooman. 

The Beginning of Japanese History, Civilization, and Art. 

I. Dooman. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. XXVI Yen 2.50 

History of the English Factory at Hirado. Dr. Ludwig 
Riess. 
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InstructionSi of a Mito Prince to His Ketainers. E. W. Cle- 
ment 

Laws of the Tolaigawa Period. J. H. Gubhins. 

Through Upper Burma and Western China. J. P. Fraser. 
Reports, &c. 

Vol. XXVIL Part I Yen 1.50 

Ancient Japanese Rituals. Karl Florenz. 

Notes on a Long-tailed Breed of Fowls in *Tosa. B. H. 
Chamberlain. 


Vol. XXVII. Part 11. Yen 1.00' 

The Jesuit Mission Press in Japan. Sir Ernest Satow. 

Vol. XXVII. Part III Yen 5.00 

The Cultivation of Bamboos in Japan. Sir Ernest Satow.. 

Vol. XXVII. Part IV. Yen ^.00 

Hyakunin-Isshu (Single Songs* of a Hundred Poets). Clay^ 
MacCauley. 

Tori-'Wi — ^Its Derivation. W. G. Aston. 

Vol. xxvn. : Supplement. Yen O.SCT 

Minutes of Meetings. 

Report of the Council. 

List of Members. 

Constitution and By-Laws. 

Vol. XXVIII. Yen 1.5(1 

Chhoi Chhung, a Korean Marchen, W. G. Aston. 

Some Tales from the Uji Shui Monogatari. Miss S. Ballard. 
Dazai on Japanese Music. By R. J. Kirby. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. XXIX. Part I. Yen IM 

The Bemmonkyo. A. Lloyd. 

The Bemmonkyo, D. C. Greene. 

The Sumiyoshi Monogatari. H. Parlett. 
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Vol. XXIX. Part n. Yen 0.50‘ 

List of Members, Minntes of Meetings 1901. 

Catalogue of Japanese Books published Jan.-June 1913. 
Transactions of the Asiatic Society of Japan. 

Vol. XXX. Part I. Yen 1.00 

Japanese Calendars. E. W. Clement. 

A Chinese Refugee of the Seventeenth Century. E. W. Cle- 
ment. 

Vol. XXX. Part 11. Yen 3.00' 

Aral Hakuseki, Tr. from Hyo-ehu-ori. Dr. G. W. Knox. 
Basho and the Japanese Epigram. 'B. H. Chamberlain. 

Vol. XXX. Part III. Yen 3.00- 

History of the Rise of Political Parties in Japan. A. H. 
Lay. 

Catalogue of Recent Books in Japanese. A. Lloyd. 

Minutes of Meetings, &c. 

Vol. XXXI. . . Yen 0.50 

List of Members. 

Minutes of Meetings. 

A Report on a Visit to Tonkin. 

Vol. XXXII. Yen 0.50: 

Life of Watanabe Hoburu. Miss Ballard. 

Dazai on Bull R. J. Kirby. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. XXXIII. Part I. Yen 1.00 

A Modern Japanese Play. A. Lloyd. 

British Seamen and Mito Samurai in 1824. E. W. Clement. 

Vol. XXXin. Part II. Yen 1.50 

Village Life in Japan. A. Lloyd. _ . 

Japanese Popular Buddhism. J. L. Atkinson. 
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Vol XXXIV. Part I. Yen 1.00 

‘Japanese Feudal Law. I. The Institutes of Judicature. J. 
C. Hall. 

Notes oil Kamo Cliomei. Karel Jan Hora. 

Korean from the Standpoint of a Student of Japanese, A. 
H. Lay. 

Vol. XXXIV. Part II. Yen 5.00 

Primitive Culture in Japan. N. Gordon Munro. 

Vol. XXXiy. Part HI. Yen 1.50 

Summarized Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Japan. A. 
JI. Tracy Woodward. 

Vol. XXXIV. Part IV. Yen 2.00 

Historical Development of Shushi Philosophy in Japan. A. 
Lloyd 

“Nameless Selection” of Kamo Choinei. Karel Jan Hora. 

' Correspondence between William II of tiolland and the Sho- 
gun of Japan, A.D. ISll. Dr. D. 0. Greene. 

Dazai on GalmseL B. J. Kirby. 

-Reports, &c. 

Vol. XXXV. Part I. Yen 1.50 

Japanese Patent Medicines. W. M. Boyds. 

Japanese Medical Folklore. E. W. Clement. 

The Ten Buddhistic Yirtues. II. Not Stealing. J. L. Atkin- 
son 

Vol. XXXy. Part II. Yen 2.50 

Problems of the Textual History of the Buddhism Scriptures. 
M. Anesaki. 

Notes on the Japanese Drama. A. Lloyd. 

Dazai on Food and Wealth. R. J. Kirby. 

Formative Elements of Japanese Buddhism. A. Lloyd. 

Vol. XXXV. Part III. Yen 2.50 

Tile Four Buddhist Agamas in Chinese. M. Anesaki. 
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VoL XXXV. Part IV. Yen 2.00^ 

Tlie M ahura-Koioha of Primitive pJaiiaiiese Verse. F. V. 
Dickiiis. 

Vol. XXXVI, Part I. Yen 2.50 

^ome of the Problems of Life in China. Ihiiiotliy Richard. 
Ten Buddhistic Virtues, III. Fuja-in, The late J. S.- 
Atkinson. 

Life and Teaching of Nakae Toju. G. M. Fisher. 

Dazai on Adoption and Marriage. R. J. Kirby. 
Aine-no-mi-naka-nushi-no-Kaini. G. Kato. 

Vol, XXXVI. Part H. Yen 2.50^ 

Japanese Feudal Laws. IT. Ashikaga Code. d. C. Hall. 
Tlie Ten(ju. Dr. M. W. de Visser. 

Confueian Philosophy in Japan. W. Dening. 


Vol. XXXVI. Part III Yen 2.50 


The Fox and Badger in Japanese Folklore. Dr. M. AY. de 
A^isser. 

Vol. XXXVII. Part I. A"en 3,50 

The Dog and Cat in Japanese Folklore. Dr. AL W. de 
Visser. 

The A^olcanoes of Japan. G. E. Bruce-Mitford. 

Study of Things Japanese. A. Lloyd. 

Prehistoric Survivals. Dr. N. G. Munro. 


Vol. XXXVII Part II Yen 3.50 

A Journal of the Perry Expedition to Japan. S. AA^ells AVilli- 
anis. 

Vol. XXXVII. Supplement. Y'en 5.00 

Japanese Chronology, Calendars, and Ghronological Tables. 

AY. l^ranisen and E'. AY. Clement. 

Note. Rev. Charles F. S-weet. 

Indexes 
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VoL XXXVIIL Part I. Yen 1.25 

Japanese Eiddles. Frederick Starr. 

Blind Calendar. B'. 'W. Clement. 

Vol. XXXVIIL Part IL Yen 1.25 

Niiiomiya Sontokii. B. C. Armstrong. 

Dazai on Buddhism. J. 0. Hall. 

Ukemoelii no Kami. R. J. Kirby. 

Vol. XXXVIII. Part III. Yen 3.50 

Takamagahara. W. Gr. Aston. 

Borne Origins and Survivals. Dr. N. C. Munro. 

A Sutra in Greek. Rev. A. Lloyd. 

Notes on Nagasaki Dialect. G. B. Sansom. 

'Translations from the Lyidcal Di^ama (No). G. B. Sansom. 
“Constitution and By-Laws, Catalogue of Transactions, List 
of Members, List of Exchanges, List of Thirty-Year 
Subscribers. 

Vol. XXXVIII. Part IV. Yen 2.00 

Ancestral Worship in Japan. R. J. Kirby. 

-^Japanese Feudal Law. HI. J. 0. Hall. 

Vol. XXXVin. Part V. Yen 1.00 

A Catechism of the Shin Sect (Buddhism) . A. K. Reischaner. 
Report of Council for 1911. 

Vol. XXXIX. Yen 3.00 

The Tsuredzure Gusa of Yoshida-no-Kaneyoshi. G. B. San- 

som. 

Vol. XL. Yen 2.50 

Buddhist Gold Nuggets. Rev. A. K. Reischaner. 

Lectures Delivered in the Presence of His Imperial Majesty, 
The Emperor of J apan. A. Asaji and Rev. J. 0. Pringle. 
Buddhist Ethics and Morality. Prof. M. Anesaki. 
Parallelisms in the Development of Religion East and West 
Rev. Prof, Rudolph Otto, D.D. 
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Vol. XLI, Part I. Yen ^.50 

♦Japanese Modern Literature. W, Dening. 

Notices of Books. 

Reports, &c. 

Vol. XLI. Part II. Ten 2.50 

Dazai Jun on Doing Nothing and Divination. R. J, Kirby. 
The Ten Buddhistic Virtues, IV, V, VI, VIL Rev. G. W. 
Bouldin and Mr. S. Ojima. 

• Japanese Agriculture, Part 1. J. Struthers, M. A., B. Se. 

Vol. XLI. Part III. Ten 3.50 

Osada’s Life of Takano Nagahide. D. 0. Greene, D. D. 

Vol. XLI. Part IV. Yen 2,50 

The Great Shrine of Idznmo. W. L. Schwartz, B. A. 

Vol. XLI. Part V. Ten 2.50 

The Tokugawa Laws. III. J. 0. Hall, C. M. Gt. 

Notices of Books. 

'The Constitution, By-Laws, etc. 

Vol XLn. Part I. Yen 6.00 

•Japanese Government Documents. W. W. McLaren, Ph. D. 

Vol. XLn. Part H, Yen 2.50 

^Japaiiese Trade and Residence in the Philippines. M. T. 
Paske-Smith. 

Introduction of the Sweet Potato. Dr. E. Simon. 
’The.Kokw'a-Jichiroku. Rev. S. H, Waimvright, M. D., D. D, 
Political Development of Japan. W. W. McLaren, Ph. D- 
Reports, &c. 

Constitution, By-Laws, &c. 
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